
Platform — Why Vote for Me? 

When I was a freshman at Oregon State, I was faced with the challenges of involvement, belonging, and 
relationship building in the Corvallis community. I found my niche, a community to belong to, and 
opportunities for involvement, but it was with my current study abroad in Germany that I realized the 
difficulties of having to do it again. It is with this experience and others that I have decided to run for 
ASOSU Speaker of the House.  
 While student after student continue to enroll in OSU, we are faced with a unique and formidable 
challenge; community formation and student engagement. This is coupled of course with tuition and 
lack of open education resources (i.e. textbooks). The solution then is one we cannot neglect, nor one we 
can afford to overcomplicate.  
 ASOSU’s role then is, simply put, problem solving, facilitating discourse among new and old 
students, and advocating effectively for students across all domains. If not to merely advance diversity in all 
forms or achieve greater shared understanding, we must augment the approachability and transparency of 
ASOSU.  
 To achieve this, we must first reach out to current organizations in the OSU and Corvallis 
communities, and tackle a shared agenda of providing resources to OSU students and Corvallis residents. 
Isolationism is exceedingly detrimental not only to students, but to other OSU organizations as well. Luckily, 
this community engagement can take many forms including: workshops around political literacy, diversity 
and engagement, first year opportunities and college success forums, financial support workshops, 
environmental sustainability, and careers after college — to name but a few.  
 My experiences, first and foremost, in community building and education lend themselves to this 
task. Involvement in ASOSU for the past three years, first as a phone banking volunteer, subsequently as a 
senator, a house representative, and most recently as a Judicial Council member equip me with the means 
to effectively advance the interests of the OSU student body. Legislative experience in testimonial writing 
and lobbying at both the state and federal level offer me a valuable perspective.  
 This is further exacerbated by an international viewpoint with my continued involvement in the 
foreign language department at OSU, the International Language Club, and my time abroad in Heidelberg, 
Germany. Public engagement in the realms of community service with organizations like Habitat for 
Humanity, Stone Soup, Corvallis High School, and the Multicultural Literacy Center reflect my own attitudes 
and inform my future endeavors in relation to community building. Lastly, organization, management, and 
programming were at the forefront of my time as a Resident Assistant and Conference Manager, where I 
learned more about what the interests of students truly are.  
 It is with these experiences and goals in mind that I believe I would work to redefine the role of 
Speaker of the House. The position has been traditionally confined to legislative and internal ASOSU 
matters, but I would use it to work to advance the interests of students, collaborate with partners, and 
redefine what it means to belong at Oregon State.  
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