
As an international graduate student, this is my first year at OSU. However, since my first day on campus 

I have noticed some gaps in the system that I would like to help close in the aim of helping all graduate 

students. My main concern is the scattering of graduate students on campus. Very rarely do we find a chance 

to have a conversation with another student from a completely different field. Most often we find ourselves 

spending time with those from our labs. I want to do outreaching to everyone in the hope of creating a 

platform that would help graduate students in networking with each other. By creating such a platform, 

students would be able to have a better understanding, respect and interest in the work conducted by other 

graduate students. I would also like to promote this as an opportunity for students to reach out for help 

amongst the graduate student community. For example, an engineering student would have an incredible 

idea that would bring recognition and a spotlight for the university, a specific program, lab etc. However, 

without the proper marketing techniques, it wouldn’t be possible to obtain funding from another source. To 

help in such a situation the platform would helpful in exchanging ideas. My final goal for this initiative 

would be to provide more of resource within the graduate student body for graduate students.  

I also find that many of us spend more time within our lab groups as I mentioned before. This maybe due 

to time constraints but more often I find that it is simply because we don’t find opportunities to venture out 

from our own social groups. My aim is to build an outreach program where we would cater to the graduate 

student community by programming different events in the hopes of improving inter student relationships. 

As a Resident Assistant during my time as an undergraduate, I was able to program events that helped bring 

a sense of community within the residents. As graduate students we are confined to our work for the most 

part. I believe most of us want an opportunity to escape the work environment at the end of a day or week 

and enjoy the time that we do have left in graduate school. I believe that by putting on events students 

would be able to find a sense of community, to escape their work environment and to also understand that 

there is a support group they can rely on for comfort, if stress is unbearable for I believe that only graduate 

students would understand what each one of us goes through.  


