
 
ASOSU Senate Meeting  

Fifth Fall Session of the 84th Senate  
October 29th, 2024 | 6:30pm  

SEC 354 
Zoom: https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/93577674659?pwd=6scPXxEc9bAiQlYjLniQT5YoxLLZd4.1 

President of the Senate  
Zachary Kowash 

SEC 288   
_________________________________________________________________________________________  

I. Roll Call/Quorum ~ 6:30pm  
a. Sen. Acar 
b. Sen. Allen 
c. Sen. Becquer 
d. Sen. Durr  
e. Sen. Eckman 
f. Sen. Gomez Silva 
g. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin 
h. Sen. Ikehara 
i. Sen. Jones 
j. Sen. Karlapati 
k. Sen. Knox 
l. Sen. Lau 
m. Sen. Lewandowski 
n. Sen. Morales-Coonrad 
o. Sen. Pearson 
p. Sen. Raschkes 
q. Sen. Rowe 
r. Sen. Wright 

II. Swearing in of Senators/Proxies   
III. Approval of Minutes  
IV. Approval of Agenda  
V. Gallery Comments  
VI. New Business 
a. SB 84.14 “Updated Fiscal Responsibility Act”   
VII. Executive Branch Reports 
VIII. Committee Reports 



a. Budgets 
b. Student Government 
c. Campus Improvements 
d. Outreach 
e. Standing and Special Rules Committee 
IX. Gallery Comments 
X. Old Business  
a. SB 84.13 “Fiscal Responsibility Act” 
XI. President of the Senate Announcements 
a. Attend unit tours! 

i. Thursdays at 6pm 
b. Sign up for the ASOSU part of the SEC Open House (10am-4pm on 10/30)! 

i. Shifts are:  
1 10am-11:30am (set up) – need more people! 
2 11am-12pm 
3 12pm-1pm 
4 1pm-2pm 
5 2pm-3:30pm (take down) – need more people! 

XII. Gallery Comments  
XIII. Senator Comments  
XIV. Advisor Comments   

Adjournment  



SB-84.13
“Fiscal Responsibility Act”

(Requiring the Senate to review report of each unit prior to voting upon a fee bill as to
ensure fiscal responsibility when modifying and allocating students’ fees)

WHEREAS The allocation of mandatory incidental fees by the recognized student
government, as provided in ORS 352.105, is the primary way that the ASOSU
impacts Oregon State University;

WHEREAS The Student Incidental Fee has risen an average of 5.8% per year over the last
19 fiscal years as new programs have been added;1

WHEREAS US inflation has risen an average of 2.5% per year over the last 19 fiscal years;2

WHEREAS The Senate has generally only received bills that allocate additional funds to the
units, and the information supplied to the Senate often is restricted to those
items. This has led to a lack of information about what items could possibly be
cut, driving the Student Incidental Fee higher and higher;

WHEREAS There have been instances in which indices that are no longer funding active
programs have remained in the allocated funds, with a lack of clarity as to where
and how this money has been utilized, such as in the instance of OSA (Oregon
Student Association) dues following OSU’s departure from OSA as a
dues-paying member;

WHEREAS There have been instances in which funds have been allocated for a particular
purpose without confirmation that their usage has been for that particular
purpose;

WHEREAS Fiscal transparency and access to information is essential in order to make
responsible decisions about how students’ money will be spent;

WHEREAS Heightened fiscal transparency will allow more students to provide input on the
fee;

2 US Inflation. WDI- The World Bank. (n.d.)

1

https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/ASOSUStudentFeeCommittee2/Shared%20Docu
ments/Resources/SFC%20Fee%20Analysis%20-%20FY04-FY23.xlsx?d=w802da41f666440abb0e8e33
db33c93cd&csf=1&web=1&e=qAqfqP

https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/ASOSUStudentFeeCommittee2/Shared%20Documents/Resources/SFC%20Fee%20Analysis%20-%20FY04-FY23.xlsx?d=w802da41f666440abb0e8e33db33c93cd&csf=1&web=1&e=qAqfqP
https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/ASOSUStudentFeeCommittee2/Shared%20Documents/Resources/SFC%20Fee%20Analysis%20-%20FY04-FY23.xlsx?d=w802da41f666440abb0e8e33db33c93cd&csf=1&web=1&e=qAqfqP
https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/ASOSUStudentFeeCommittee2/Shared%20Documents/Resources/SFC%20Fee%20Analysis%20-%20FY04-FY23.xlsx?d=w802da41f666440abb0e8e33db33c93cd&csf=1&web=1&e=qAqfqP


BE IT HEREBY ENACTED BY THE ASOSU:

MANDATORY REPORT

One new Paragraph, to follow Paragraph a, of Subsection E, of SECTION FIVE (“Process for
Collection of Mandatory Incidental Fees”) of Title IV (“Student Fees”) of the ASOSU Statutes, is
added to read as indented below:

E. Approval by the Senate and President
a. Bills representing the recommendations of the SFC for each unit (“fee bills”) shall be

introduced to the Senate. The SFC Chair shall provide a presentation to the Senate
regarding the SFC recommendations, and summaries of the SFC recommendations shall
be made available for the public and for all Senators. All members of the SFC should be
present at this meeting. The fee bills shall specify the fees allocated to be for the
purposes specified in the Budget Rational Document, to be contained within the bill; and
also include the unit's minimum hourly wage and minimum stipend for student workers
for the upcoming fiscal year.

b. The Senate is granted the authority to introduce, deliberate, amend, and vote on fee bills
(bills representing the recommendations of the SFC for each unit, as defined by
Paragraph a). Amending fee bills does not require sending the bill back to the SFC or to
mediation.

c. No “fee bills” (bills representing the recommendations of the SFC for each unit, as
defined by Paragraph a), shall be introduced to the Senate nor any individual portion
within the bill, if the Senate has not received, at least two weeks prior to the introduction
of the fee bills. This report shall also be sent to the SFC and the SAB of the unit in
question. The supplied report will be primarily compiled by the Senate Budgets
Committee (or other relevant committee) in collaboration with the budget authorities for
each fee-funded unit to compile the rationale and context. The report shall contain the
following though additional information is permitted and encouraged:

i. For the past two fiscal years:
1. The allocated amount to each index;
2. The actual expenditure of each index;
3. The end of fiscal year balance of the building and equipment reserves, if

there is one;
4. The current balance of the clearing fund, if applicable;
5. The predicted and actual total funds allocated to the unit, considering

changes in student enrollment, as well as the predicted and actual
number of students who paid the fee;

6. If student enrollment increased total allocations to the unit by over 5%
compared to the original approved amount, a rationale for the spending
of those additional revenues;

7. Any changes to index names and rationale;
ii. If an index has more than a 25% difference in allocation compared to real

expenditure for three consecutive fiscal years or a $50,000 or 50% difference in
allocation for one fiscal year, the expenditure of each line item of the index must
be included in the report as well as a rationale behind the discrepancy;

iii. If an existing index is requesting more than a standard inflationary increase, a
line item review of the index must be included in the report;

iv. The Senate may vote by simple majority to request more information on a given
index to the level of a line item.



d. Should a fee bill (bills representing the recommendations of the SFC for each unit, as
defined by Paragraph a) be voted down by the Senate, it shall be sent to the Mediation
Committee (see Subsection E (4) of this Section). Upon passage in the Mediation
Committee, it will return to the Senate for final vote on approval. If a fee bill fails after
being reintroduced to the Senate, it shall be sent back to the Mediation Committee.

e. Upon final passage by the Senate, fee bills (bills representing the recommendations of
the SFC for each unit, as defined by Paragraph a) shall be submitted to the ASOSU
President to sign or veto. Should one or more bills be vetoed, the President shall include
a list of requested amendments with the fee bills that are returned to the Senate. The fee
bills shall be treated as though they are in a second reading and the Senate may
override a veto by a two-thirds majority vote. If the Senate does not override the veto,
the fee bills shall be returned to the Mediation Committee.

f. All budget bills must be passed by one month prior to the March OSU Board of Trustees
meeting of the academic year in which budgets are being considered. Failure to pass a
budget before this deadline will result in the Default Budget being forwarded to the
Office of Budget and Resource Planning, the Oregon State University President, as well
as other units and individuals deemed relevant by ASOSU leadership and members of
ASOSU in relation to the passage of these budgets.

1. ‘Default Budget’ is hereby defined as the individual student-fee funded unit’s
previous fiscal year’s budget (as having initially passed through ASOSU) not to
exceed the current service level. The current service level will be determined by
the Office of Budget and Resource Planning and calculated by Financial
Strategic Services.

This bill shall be sent to:
Associated Students of Oregon State University:

Audrey Schlotter, President
Zach Kowash, Vice President and Student Senate President
Adison Rowe, Senate President pro tempore
Elizabeth Eckman, Senate Budgets Committee Chair
Emerson Pearson, Senate Student Government Committee Chair
Members of the Senate Student Government Committee
Members of the Senate Budgets Committee
Sophia Nowers, Student Fee Committee Chair
Members of the Student Fee Committee
Chair of the Judicial Council
Chairs of the Student Advisory Boards

Nick North, ASOSU Budget Manager
Leah Hall Dorothy, Rec Sports Budget Manager
Troy Snow, Rec Sports Budget Manager
Eric Beeler, SEE Budget Manager
Damoni Wright, SEE Budget Manager
Deb Mott, MU Budget Manager
Nicole Hindes, BNC Budget Manager
Amy Luhn, Family Resource Center Budget Manager
Erika Woosley, Family Resource Center Budget Manager
Steven Zielke, Performing Arts Budget Manager
Olin Hannum, Performing Arts Budget Manager



Authored by:
ASOSU Senate Budgets Committee

Confirmation of passage:

Zach Kowash, ASOSU Vice President and Student Senate President

Signature: ___________________________________ Date: ___________

Approval or veto by the ASOSU President:

Audrey Schlotter, ASOSU President

Signature: ___________________________________ Date: ___________
❐ Approved
❐ Vetoed



SB-84.13
“Fiscal Responsibility Act”

(Requiring the Senate to review audits of each unit prior to voting upon a decision
package as to ensure fiscal responsibility when modifying and allocating students’ fees)

WHEREAS The allocation of mandatory incidental fees by the recognized student
government, as provided in ORS 352.105, is the primary way that the ASOSU
impacts Oregon State University;

WHEREAS The Student Incidental Fee has risen an average of 5.8% per year over the last
19 fiscal years.1

WHEREAS US inflation has risen an average of 2.5% per year over the last 19 fiscal years.2

WHEREAS The Senate has generally only received bills that allocate additional funds to the
units, and the information supplied to the Senate often is restricted to those
items. This has led to a lack of information about what items could possibly be
cut, driving the Student Incidental Fee higher and higher;

WHEREAS There have been instances in which indices that are no longer funding active
programs have remained in the allocated funds, with a lack of clarity as to where
and how this money has been utilized, such as in the instance of OSA (Oregon
Student Association) dues following OSU’s departure from OSA as a
dues-paying member;

WHEREAS There have been instances in which funds have been allocated for a particular
purpose without confirmation that their usage has been for that particular
purpose;

WHEREAS Fiscal transparency and access to information is essential in order to make
responsible decisions about how students’ money will be spent;

WHEREAS Heightened fiscal transparency will allow more students to provide input on the
fee;

2 US Inflation. WDI- The World Bank. (n.d.)

1

https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/ASOSUStudentFeeCommittee2/Shared%20Docu
ments/Resources/SFC%20Fee%20Analysis%20-%20FY04-FY23.xlsx?d=w802da41f666440abb0e8e33
db33c93cd&csf=1&web=1&e=qAqfqP

https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/ASOSUStudentFeeCommittee2/Shared%20Documents/Resources/SFC%20Fee%20Analysis%20-%20FY04-FY23.xlsx?d=w802da41f666440abb0e8e33db33c93cd&csf=1&web=1&e=qAqfqP
https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/ASOSUStudentFeeCommittee2/Shared%20Documents/Resources/SFC%20Fee%20Analysis%20-%20FY04-FY23.xlsx?d=w802da41f666440abb0e8e33db33c93cd&csf=1&web=1&e=qAqfqP
https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/ASOSUStudentFeeCommittee2/Shared%20Documents/Resources/SFC%20Fee%20Analysis%20-%20FY04-FY23.xlsx?d=w802da41f666440abb0e8e33db33c93cd&csf=1&web=1&e=qAqfqP


BE IT HEREBY ENACTED BY THE ASOSU:

MANDATORY AUDITING

One new Paragraph, to follow Paragraph a, of Subsection E, of SECTION FIVE (“Process for
Collection of Mandatory Incidental Fees”) of Title IV (“Student Fees”) of the ASOSU Statutes, is
added to read as indented below:

E. Approval by the Senate and President
a. Bills representing the recommendations of the SFC for each unit (“fee bills”) shall be

introduced to the Senate. The SFC Chair shall provide a presentation to the Senate
regarding the SFC recommendations, and summaries of the SFC recommendations shall
be made available for the public and for all Senators. All members of the SFC should be
present at this meeting. The fee bills shall specify the fees allocated to be for the
purposes specified in the Budget Rational Document, to be contained within the bill; and
also include the unit's minimum hourly wage and minimum stipend for student workers
for the upcoming fiscal year.

b. No “fee bills” (bills representing the recommendations of the SFC for each unit, as
defined by Paragraph a), shall be introduced to the Senate nor any individual portion
within the bill, if the Senate has not received, at least two weeks prior to the introduction
of the free bills, a comprehensive audit of at least the previous two complete fiscal years
of the unit in question for review. This audit shall also be sent to the SFC and the SAB of
the unit in question. The supplied audit must contain the following, though additional
information is permitted and encouraged:

i. The allocated amount to each index;
ii. The actual expenditure of each index;
iii. The current balance of the building and equipment reserves, if there is one;
iv. The current balance of the fund balance at the time of audit;
v. Any unbudgeted usage of the fund balance including a rationale
vi. The current balance of the clearing fund, if applicable;
vii. The current lowest paid, median, mean and highest paid hourly wage, of the

following roles;
1. Student workers;
2. Classified workers;
3. Unclassified workers;

viii. All student positions currently paid by commission, and what those commission
rates are per work item/project;

ix. All student positions currently paid by stipend, and what those stipend rates are;
x. The previously decided upon minimum wage for student workers for the fiscal

year as stated during the fee-setting process;
xi. The lowest hourly wage a student worker has been paid for any working hours

during the fiscal year;
xii. The predicted total funds allocated to the unit and the actual amount allocated

taking into account student enrollment changes, as well as the predicted
number of students that would pay the fee when the fee bill was introduced to
the SFC and the actual number of students that paid the fee;

xiii. If student enrollment increased the total amount allocated to the unit compared
to the original amount approved by more than 5%, a rationale of what those
additional revenues were spent on;



xiv. The per-student charge that was presented and approved during the fee-setting
process for each given index;

xv. The fiscal year that each index was added to the unit budget;
xvi. Any changes to index names and rationale;
xvii. If an index has more than a 25% difference in allocation compared to real

expenditure for three consecutive fiscal years or a $50,000 or 40% difference in
allocation for one fiscal year, the expenditure of each line item of the index must
be included in the audit as well as a rationale behind the discrepancy;

xviii. If an existing index is requesting more than a standard inflationary increase, a
line item audit of the index must be included in the audit;

xix. The Senate may vote by simple majority to request more information on a given
index to the level of a line item.

c. Should a fee bill (bills representing the recommendations of the SFC for each unit, as
defined by Paragraph a) be voted down by the Senate, it shall be sent to the Mediation
Committee (see Subsection E (4) of this Section). Upon passage in the Mediation
Committee, it will return to the Senate for final vote on approval. If a fee bill fails after
being reintroduced to the Senate, it shall be sent back to the Mediation Committee.

d. Upon final passage by the Senate, fee bills (bills representing the recommendations of
the SFC for each unit, as defined by Paragraph a) shall be submitted to the ASOSU
President to sign or veto. Should one or more bills be vetoed, the President shall include
a list of requested amendments with the fee bills that are returned to the Senate. The fee
bills shall be treated as though they are in a second reading and the Senate may
override a veto by a two-thirds majority vote. If the Senate does not override the veto,
the fee bills shall be returned to the Mediation Committee.

This bill shall be sent to:
Associated Students of Oregon State University:

Audrey Schlotter, President
Zach Kowash, Vice President and Student Senate President
Adison Rowe, Senate President pro tempore
Elizabeth Eckman, Senate Budgets Committee Chair
Emerson Pearson, Senate Student Government Committee Chair
Members of the Senate Student Government Committee
Members of the Senate Budgets Committee
Sophia Nowers, Student Fee Committee Chair
Members of the Student Fee Committee
Chair of the Judicial Council
Chairs of the Student Advisory Boards

Nick North, ASOSU Budget Manager
Leah Hall Dorthy, Rec Sports Budget Manager
Troy Snow, Rec Sports Budget Manager
Eric Beeler, SEE Budget Manager
Damoni Wright, SEE Budget Manager
Deb Mott, MU Budget Manager
Nicole Hindes, BNC Budget Manager
Amy Luhn, Family Resource Center Budget Manager
Erika Woosley, Family Resource Center Budget Manager



Authored by:
ASOSU Senate Budgets Committee

Confirmation of passage:

Zach Kowash, ASOSU Vice President and Student Senate President

Signature: ___________________________________ Date: ___________

Approval or veto by the ASOSU President:

Audrey Schlotter, ASOSU President

Signature: ___________________________________ Date: ___________
❐ Approved
❐ Vetoed


