
 
ASOSU Senate Meeting 

First Fall Meeting of the 84th Senate  

October 1st, 2024 | 6:30 pm  

SEC 354 

Zoom: https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/93577674659?pwd=6scPXxEc9bAiQlYjLniQT5YoxLLZd4.1 

President of the Senate  

Zachary Kowash 

SEC 288 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I) Roll Call/Quorum ~ 6:00pm 

a. Sen. Acar – present 

b. Sen. Allen - present 

c. Sen. Durr - present 

d. Sen. Eckman – present 

e. Sen. Gomez Silva - present 

f. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin - present 

g. Sen. Jones - present 

h. Sen. Karlapati - present 

i. Sen. Knox - present 

j. Sen. Lau - present 

k. Sen. Lewandowski – Ben Adams as proxy 

l. Sen. Morales-Coonrad - present 

m. Sen. Pearson - present 

n. Sen. Raschkes - present 

o. Sen. Rowe - present 

p. Sen. Wright - present 

II) Swearing in of Senators/Proxies 

a. Ben Adams was sworn in as proxy for Sen. Lewandowski, they will be referred to 

as Sen. Adams from this point.  

III) Approval of Minutes 

a. Sen. Eckman: I believe that it stated there was a proxy for Sen. Knox last 

meeting, but they were present.  

IV) Approval of Agenda 

a. Sen. Pearson: I think it would be potentially good to move some items, or motion 

to table them until after we have received the full statements from the Judicial 

https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/93577674659?pwd=6scPXxEc9bAiQlYjLniQT5YoxLLZd4.1


Council. 

b. Vice President Kowash: I was able to talk to the JC Chair about it earlier, 

essentially the decision that was made was that this would affect legislation 

retroactively. No matter what the JC says, I think it would be a good idea to have 

them covered anyways. 

c. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin: So just to clarify, would it affect the veto overrides 

from June 2023? 

d. Vice President Kowash: Yes, it is just the ones that are on the agenda that will be 

affected. If there are any that I missed please let me know. 

V) Gallery Comments 

a. President Schlotter: Good evening, I hope the start of your school year is going 

well. I am here tonight to thank you all for all the work that has been underway, 

and to offer my insight into the various processes that are on your way. It is my 

duty to support what is in the best interest of the student body, and to follow all 

school policies and procedures. I have my own beliefs on some of the legislation 

over the summer, though regardless I am committed to promoting a healthy 

functioning of ASOSU for the benefit of the students. I have approached 

everything with knowledge of the Statutes, Oregon State University policies, as 

well as the state of Oregon Statutes which have all factored into the decisions I 

have made thus far. I have also received correspondence from the President’s 

office on the adherence of the original student fee deadline in accordance with 

statutes, and this information has been shared with the leadership of each branch 

of ASOSU. Regarding the recent measure, it has been sent to the board of trustees 

and Vice Provost of student affairs for review. Following protocols is essential 

and I am dedicated to making sure that any messages are shared with the student 

body. I want to reemphasize that in my position I am here to represent you, and all 

the students at Oregon State University. I am proud of the hard work that has been 

put in so far and look forward to a good fall term with everyone. 

VI) New Business 

a. ASOSU Budget Presentation (ASOSU Statutes Title VI § 4.D) 

i. Keri Simonet: Hello everyone! I am here to present a brief budget 

overview. Some expectations of this meeting I have on the screen now. I 

would like to work with Nick on a more thorough presentation as he will 

be able to answer these questions in a little more depth, but tonight I am 

open to feedback as to what you guys would like to hear and learn. 

Currently, I do have limited information to present, so we may have an 

additional meeting to go over this again later in the process. I don’t have 

answers to all these questions brought forth, but we will get those answers 

for you likely later in the Student Fee setting process. I also am not exactly 

sure what specific information you guys are asking for regarding this first 



question, but for overall changes, those occur during the budget setting 

process. Can I get more specifics that I can take to Nick? 

ii. Sen. Pearson: These were made by the Student Government Committee. 

We were mainly asking if there were any plans to change the budget, such 

as planned expenditures and any modification in spending expectations. 

iii. Keri Simonet: We are pretty much just sticking to the allocations in the 

budget. Are you talking about the budget in relation to S.B-84.03 and the 

measure? 

iv. Sen. Knox: I feel like we are referring to certain things we have heard 

about like the global kitchen moving, or executive positions and how this 

would change things. Maybe the number of positions changed on 

executive, compared to the previous number of positions from last year. 

v. Keri Simonet: We will find out about this later. Are you looking for 

answers only regarding ASOSU, or other units? 

vi. Sen. Rowe: With these questions we just had ASOSU in mind, but it 

would be good to know in the future the other units. 

vii. Keri Simonet: For the second question, all items have been utilized in the 

past 3 months in the way that they have been allocated. 

viii. Sen. Pearson: Maybe percentages, any more discussions that were held 

which might be a question geared more towards the SAB’s. 

ix. Keri Simonet: I do think a lot of these would be better to look back on at 

the start of winter term. Our executive cabinet has just started, so we 

would get a better idea at that point. 

x. Sen. Pearson: The Student Government committee plan to look at this 

presentation and perhaps make more clarifications. 

xi. Sen. Karlapati: How is the money allocated towards exec? 

xii. Keri Simonet: We ask for a budget for that index, and then generally each 

team gets a certain amount of that allocation. They go through an 

expenditure request if they want. They first would also need to talk to their 

director, the chief of staff, and then me as well. There are a few sets of 

eyes on it. What is the current spending on payroll. We right now do not 

have an accurate burn rate, and summer months are not an accurate 

representation.  

xiii. Sen. Rowe: Can we have access to this presentation after the meeting? 

xiv. Sen. Lau: What does CORE stand for? 

xv. Keri Simonet: Yes, I can have this presentation sent to you all. CORE is 

the program we use; I only have access to certain parts of it. For the 

changes between FY21 and FY25, and where the spending was last year 

compared to this year. It would once again be helpful to have more 

information as to what you guys want to know. 



xvi. Sen. Pearson: I would want it described by index, and a comparison as to 

what it was last year. If there is additional information, also include that to 

give a picture of where we are at currently. 

xvii. Sen. Rowe: We are looking for information regarding money that is 

directly under the purview of ASOSU student government. We want to 

know specifically the money we as a group have control over. 

xviii. Sen. Karlapati: is the CIC (Campus Improvements Committee) in control 

of their own indexes? 

xix. Keri Simonet: You have your own money under the senate budget, which 

you would go to either Adison or Zach to access. Last year they did a 

“soda with the senators” which came out of the senate budget.  

xx. Keri Simonet: Moving on to the indices, these are the indexes that I can 

see and have access to. MGV200 is the Administration and Office 

Supplies index, this is the main one that has been used over the summer 

for things such as business cards, name tags, election registration tools, 

supplies, and ASOSU training swag. Though, as we start getting into the 

year, MGV 235 which is the Community/Diversity Index, is where more 

money will start to be pulled out. This is primarily used by the executive 

branch. MGV100, the student fee management index, largely includes 

different contracts, such as the one we have with the MU Creative Studio. 

I do not have control over this index but saw it in CORE so thought I 

would just include it. MGV202, which is student payroll. 

xxi. Sen. Rowe: What day were these taken from and are the accurate up to the 

most recent pay period? 

xxii. Keri Simonet: Yes, these were taken from today and should be accurate 

through the most recent pay period. MGV203 is the index for the faculty 

senate, they are revising the committees, but we start hiring once they 

have gotten back to us. MGV210 is our travel budget, what the DC trip 

and NASPA comes out of. MGV 330 is our elections budget, which the 

elections committee will have access to, and has been untouched thus far. 

This includes all the advertisements to make sure that the word gets out 

about elections.  

xxiii. Sen. Pearson: The budget for elections is where any spending related to 

special elections will come from as well, or is there a different one? 

xxiv. Keri Simonet: I am not sure; for the special election I had taken money 

from the admin index, though I don't even know if we spent much if 

anything on our special election this summer. Finally, MGV 320 is the 

congress budget. What questions do you have that I can bring back? Or 

that I can take to Nick for his presentation? 

xxv. Sen. Lau: If we had an index and we did not spend the money, would it 



roll into reserves?  

xxvi. Steve Hoelscher: If you underspend it goes into the reserves, and if you 

overspend it would also come from the reserves as well. 

xxvii. Sen. Lau: Having been on budgets last year, can we expect to be 

reviewing line items within the other indices? Or how can we be involved 

in some of these processes? 

xxviii. Keri Simonet: I hear that concern, but I think a lot of that would come up 

through the SFC incidental setting process. You would not see our board 

of trustees asking for our line-by-line items. They will put together the 

total budget overall, and I recommend that people come to our SAB 

meetings where you can learn more about this process.  

xxix. Sen. Pearson: From last year how much money went into the reserve? Or 

was there any usage of the reserve? How much money is in the reserve at 

the moment? Also, what specific indices had money go to the reserve or 

utilized that reserve.  

xxx. President Schlotter: I will say that ASOSU Student Government did cut 

our budget significantly last year, and we do share a reserve with all other 

groups as well. 

xxxi. Sen. Pearson: I would love to know the specific numbers regarding these. 

More information is always better. 

xxxii. Sen. Knox: One question I had; how much money is in the sustainability 

index? Last year I thought there was money that was to be taken out. I 

would love an update or a clarification on the state of the sustainability 

index. 

xxxiii. President Schlotter: I can answer, right now there is 5,000 dollars in the 

sustainability index. 

xxxiv. Dylan Perfect, SFC At-Large Member: I just wanted to give some more 

information. We established it with $100,000 allocated in it. The plan for 

the index was to produce a sustainability funding mechanism, and that 

would have some trickle funding over time. Although it is not an account 

and we don't have an index, it is not going to affect the funds allocation 

for the next year. The student government has allocated those funds to be 

used towards sustainability uses, and a portion of it was used last year for 

the micromobility pilot. I only mention this because it seems like a lot less 

money is available for sustainability, and it might offer some explanation. 

xxxv. Sen. Eckman: After the results of the special election. What is the status 

of the $16.65 wage for student government specifically.  

xxxvi. Keri Simonet: We are working with the board of trustees, Dan, and Kevin 

to move that forward. 

xxxvii. Sen. Rowe: I do think it would be helpful in the future to have a 



spreadsheet or information particularly with the roll over amounts, or a 

presentation from Nick, so we can look at the budget spending and how it 

compared to previous years.  

b. Discussion on the reconsideration of the veto of S.B-84.03 

i. Vice President Kowash: If everyone would turn to page 27 of the 

Democratic Rules of Order, it states that we would essentially have to vote 

to reconsider. 

ii. Sen. Pearson: I would prefer for us to vote on this after we have received 

the full opinion from the Judicial Council. I think the precise information 

will contribute to the conversation and would be beneficial to us. I would 

prefer to have these come up at next week’s senate meeting. It would be 

silly if we were to have this vote and something new would come up after 

the fact. 

iii. Matteo Paola, Judicial Counselor: The gist of the opinion has been told 

to people but getting full information would be beneficial, I am speaking 

in my role as a Judicial Counselor. 

iv. Sen. Morales-Coonrad: Just to clarify, you are wanting to move these 

discussions to next meeting? 

v. Sen. Pearson: Yes, just we have some more time to look at the full 

information. 

vi. Sen. Rowe: I encouraged Zach to put this on the agenda. I would prefer it 

if there was a notice of something that does happen. I think if we were to 

vote on it today, we would need to have very specific wording in the 

motion, but we do not have that now. When we do make the motion, I 

recommend having a week to make sure we can get those things figured 

out. 

vii. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin motioned to postpone the reconsideration of 

S.B-84.03, Sen. Pearson objected 

viii. Sen. Pearson: I only object because I feel as though we should table all 3 

pieces of legislation that we have to consider, all together.  

ix. Sen. Morales-Coonrad ceded 5-minutes to President Schlotter 

x. President Schlotter: Is there any intention to put or introduce any more 

legislation on the agenda for next week? 

xi. Sen. Pearson: I would say that there are some considerations in 

committees, but I do not know the timeline on those. And if so, it would 

likely be the first reading of things and would not take long. 

xii. President Schlotter: Then my request would be to leave next week open 

for these conversations, due to time constraints. 

xiii. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin motioned to postpone the reconsideration of 

S.B-84.03, S.B-84.06, and Sb-84.12 until the next meeting. Sen. Pearson 



seconded. There were no objections. 

c. Discussion on the reconsideration of the veto of S.B-84.06 

i. Discussion was tabled until the next meeting. 

d. Discussion on the reconsideration of the veto of S.B-84.12 

i. Discussion was tabled until the next meeting. 

VII) Committee Reports 

a. Budgets 

i. Sen. Eckman: We met earlier today and will be meeting every Tuesday at 

5p.m. We discussed minimum wages, and we are putting out a survey in 

coordination with the Outreach committee. We talked about micromobility 

and the athletic ticket meetings. Just in general SAB meeting times and the 

allocation of committee members to those. 

b. Student Government 

i. Sen. Pearson: We are looking at possibly having meetings on Thursdays 

from 5-6 p.m., taking into consideration that these meetings may go longer 

but also if members want to attend the unit tours at 6. Continuing to go 

over the code of conduct, specifically having a reformation and review of 

the previous system where there was an ethics committee vs a counselor 

and comparing those systems. Looking into the Statues and making sure 

everything has been complied with and public meeting law. We are likely 

going to look at flushing out things such as statutes, such as this budget 

presentation, just to make the expectations clearer.           

c. Campus Improvements 

i. Sen. Karlapati: We are still figuring out the name, you may see 

legislation soon regarding that. We are planning to reach out to UHDS 

about putting AC in the dorms. 

ii. Sen. Gomez-Silva: I actually have something to add to that. I recently had 

a meeting where I was told that they are trying to build 3 more dorms on 

the south side of campus. There is an effort into having AC put into dorms 

or at least in the hallways.  

iii. Sen. Karlapati: We also want to see how this would come into pricing. 

We still are looking into putting more plastic covers on the stalls and will 

be reaching out to the library soon. 

d. Outreach 

i. Sen. Lau: We discussed planning for our first tabling event. We got a 

request from budgets to look at a survey looking at what a minimum wage 

would be, so we crafted a quadrics survey for that and met with budgets 

today regarding this. There will also be stuff about athletic ticketing in the 

survey as well. In terms of what outreach may look like, perhaps a town 

hall event. Our newsletter is still going on. We are interested in exploring 



having a physical agenda available at meetings, as well as the democratic 

rules of order. We will also be doing our meetings biweekly and are 

planning to do a physical student suggestion station, it will perhaps be in 

the MU near Java Stop. Looking forward to seeing people at “Service of 

the Senators” this Saturday. 

e. Standing and Special Rules Committee 

i. Sen. Pearson: We will be meeting on Sundays from 1-3 p.m. most likely, 

we have yet to decide if it will be weekly or bi-weekly. The goal is for us 

to grind out the main overview of things or go over legislation that might 

impact the standing rules. Helping transition stuff to an as-needed basis. 

Also, Sen. Lau previously touched on this but looking at how outreach 

requirements are defined and required and finding a way to make stuff 

work best for everyone. Also working out how to create a committee 

report, because they have not been utilized recently, and making sure there 

is a clear use and instruction for those. 

VIII) Gallery Comments 

a. There were no Gallery Comments. 

IX) Old Business 

a. There was no Old Business to be discussed. 

X) President of the Senate Announcements 

a. In person meetings – Welcome back! 

i. Future meetings in MU104 

1. 10/15 Meeting in SEC 354 

ii. In the SEC - Must be out by 8pm 

iii. In the MU – Must be out by 10pm 

b. Trainings in accordance with ASOSU Statutes Title VI § 2.B 

i. Office of Institutional Diversity – Will have more information regarding 

these training courses later. 

c. SFC Calendar:  

i. We have 2 meetings, Jan 21st and Jan28th. We have a tight schedule to get 

through the deliberations, so we may have some special sessions. We need 

to come into our work and meetings with full information of what is going 

to be discussed, I strongly encourage you all to go to the budget tours to 

get more of this information. I will send out the calendar that was 

previously okay, so look out for that. 

d. Sen. Knox: Will we be getting presentations at these tours? Maybe clarifying 

what these tours would include would be best. 

e. Lilly Goodyear, SFC Vice Chair: I encourage everyone to come, as well as the 

SAB meetings. Feel free to send me a teams message or email me if you have any 

questions. 



XI) Gallery Comments 

XII) Noah Roberts, SFC MU Liaison: I wanted to share my appreciation to you all for 

asking great questions about the budget. Many of these questions mirror ones that are 

asked in the SFC. I wanted to encourage anyone who is interested to attend the MU SAB 

meeting, one is tomorrow, so feel free to drop by. You can find the dates and times for 

that on the website. Thank you! 

XIII) Senator Comments 

a. Sen. Rowe: I'd really like to turn out deliberations into at least 3 or maybe 4 

meetings. That is our final say in any changes that will be made to the budget, so I 

would prefer to keep the meetings slightly shorter. This might lead to a Q&A 

session over the weekend for senators. If people have thoughts let me know, but I 

do think that more is better regarding this. For last week, everyone gets 8 hours 

pay. I am also disappointed in the blue team not bringing the glasses we received 

at the ASOSU training! 

b. Sen. Lau: Also, regarding the event on Saturday, you should have been sent an 

email from CEL if you showed interest in going.  

c. Sen. Knox: Would it be possible to put that link just in the general senate chat? 

d. Sen. Gomez-Silva: Our office hours started this week, correct? 

e. Vice President Kowash: Yes, and please fill out the form and put your name if 

you haven't already so it can be set up fully. 

XIV) Advisor Comments 

a. Keri Simonet: Good job everyone, and make sure to send Nick a formal invite to 

present so he can put it on his calendar. So good to see everybody back in person. 

b. Gabi Ulate: Hello, I just wanted to introduce myself to those who have not yet 

met me. This is still new to me, but I am excited to learn about what is happening 

within ASOSU and the work that you all are doing. If you all ever want to meet 

with me, feel free to send me a team's message, my door is usually open. 

c. Keri Simonet: Gabi will be doing the 1 on 1’s with the executive branch this 

year, which opens my availability to do 1 on 1’s with you all. It will be every 

other week, and I just want to work and talk on how I can help you or put you all 

in contact with people that can help you. So, keep an eye out for that! 

Adjournment  

Meeting adjourned at 7:36 p.m. 

 


