ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

ASOSU Senate Meeting
Second Summer Session of the 84th Senate
July 9th, 2024 | 6:00pm

Zoom: https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/91538566922?pwd=1FX3Two6gtgmKbsatqY2bD9xSXDFMgb.1

President of the Senate
Zachary Kowash
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Roll Call/Quorum ~ 6:00pm
Sen. Allen

Sen. Durr Jenna White acting as proxy
Sen. Eckman

Sen. Field

Sen. Gomez Silva

Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin
Sen. Jones

Sen. Karlapati

Sen. Knox absent

Sen. Lau

Sen. Lewandowski

Sen. Morales-Coonrad

. Sen. Pearson

Sen. Raschkes

Sen. Rowe

Sen. Udarbe

Sen. Wright

Swearing in of Senators/Proxies

Jenna White was sworn in as a proxy for Sen. Durr and is referred to as Sen.
White from here on after.

Approval of Minutes

Sen. Pearson moved to amend the minutes. Sen. White seconded.

Approval of Agenda

Sen. White moved to add SB-84.04 to the agenda. Sen. Rowe seconded.

Sen. Pearson: We talked in Student Government committee about adopting some
rules for this meeting that will make things go more efficiently. We talked about
limiting discussion to 45 minutes per agenda item unless a longer time is requested,
ceding time is limited to 5 minutes, there will be no adding agenda items after 4
hours of meeting time, and we will prioritize people who have not spoken yet.
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Sen. Pearson moved to convene a special and standing rules committee to include
all members of the Student Government Committee to review the standing rules.
Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin seconded.

Sen. Pearson: We want to use Student Government Committee to
brainstorm ideas for the standing rules, but this would give us a chance to
try these rules out and see if they work or need to be reworked.

Sen Rowe moved to add discussion on the veto of SB-84.03 to the beginning of the
meeting. Sen. Pearson seconded.

Gallery Comments

There were no gallery comments.
New Business

Veto of SB-84.03

Sen. Rowe: I wanted to discuss this because many Senators seemed
interested in overriding it. It is important to know that the active hiring
process for this continued after the passage of the bill, so if we wait any
longer then it may be too late. If the Senate wants to override this, we
should make a decision tonight. The goal of this is not to stop getting help
from Keri, and Student Government Committee has discussed alternatives
to the traditional advisor model. It is important for the Senate to have fiscal
control.

Sen. Rowe moved to enter a 10-minute reading period on the Veto memo
and related document. Sen. Morales-Coonrad seconded.

Sen. Pearson: [ have done a lot of research on how this bill would have
worked with the constitution, and I am also disappointed at the timing of
this. As is seen in the memo, we were encouraged to not veto this even
though there is an ongoing hiring process which should have been paused
when this was introduced. Also, my letter brought up some questions that
were not addressed in the veto memo, such as questions of the Senate’s
fiscal authority and the validity of the SFC’s recommendation. The
President is given more power than the Senate itself, which is a harm to the
checks and balances in ASOSU. We cannot take this power away from the
Senate, it leaves us powerless and takes away our ability to represent the
students. We were not elected to only modify the internal roles of ASOSU,
we were elected to represent students and serve their interests, especially
fiscal. We will listen to the perspectives of the SFC in their
recommendations but should be able to make decisions based on what we
see as best.
Sen. Lau: I am a bit reluctant about the timing of this since the job search
is ongoing, and since this would make a big ask of the Board of Trustees.
1 Sen. Pearson: This is not cutting the funding for the position
because the fee money has not yet been allocated, similar to how
the other piece of legislation on the agenda will allocate funding to
a new position.
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Sen. Rowe: As far as I know, each incidental fee is approved by the
Board of Trustees, but when ASOSU has tried to change it they
have not rejected it.

Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin: I think we should override this because the
constitution gives the Senate full fiscal control, and also the claim that the
SFC is elected to make these kinds of decisions is not entirely true as some
members are appointed. People make fiscal recommendations who are not
accountable to students. Some of us campaigned on fiscal responsibility
and transparency, so I wonder how we will achieve this without control
over the fee setting process. I know that certain groups on campus do not
care about ASOSU, but they largely do not realize how much control we
have over the student incidental fee.

Sen. Raschkes: I also agree with overriding this veto since I want to
decrease the student fee and this position seems unnecessary to me. Maybe
we could all fill that position in some way since we don’t use the full
number of hours allocated to us. We need to achieve fiscal responsibility,
but we cannot do that without having critical conversations about budget
items.
Sen. Morales-Coonrad: I did not run specifically on divestment, but I do
want us to be able to fund things that support students. I am worried that
there is distrust in the student fee process.
Sen. White: I fully support this because I want you all to be able to achieve
the goals you ran on and believe in and I would love to see a decrease in
the student fee.
Sen. Field: It seems like there might be some confusion about this because
I am not sure where we are given fiscal authority.
Sen. Rowe: In order for us to change this position, we need to
specifically give fiscal authority to the Senate, which was the case
until February.
Sen. Field: I am not seeing where we are given fiscal authority.
Sen. Field ceded time to Dylan Perfect
Dylan Perfect: The amendment added a statement giving the
Senate fiscal authority.
Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin: I was not trying to call anyone out, so |
apologize.
Sen. Pearson: The statute fills in what the JC said was missing from this in
order for us to make this decision. Also, I believe that this would be
respected before it even reaches the Board of Trustees since continuing the
hiring process following a potential veto override would be unfortunate. I
am hoping that we can find an alternative advising model to provide
support to Keri.
Sen. Rowe: The State Statutes say that the Board of Trustees must approve
any change that we make that would be greater than 5%, so there is no
worry that they will not approve this change. This veto should be
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overridden because ASOSU should be run by students, and there are
alternative methods for achieving advisory support. We could have a GTA,
a contracted worker, or a reformed position where this is under student
affairs. Student Government Committee has agreed to draft legislation
filling the gap that the veto override would create. The new advisor would
answer to the Board of Trustees, which we do not need. I also believe that
the Senate deserves fiscal control because it will allow us to make the
changes that many of us want to see. Also, I trust the SFC to make the right
decisions, but there are structural changes that must be made. Many of the
liaisons work for the units that they represent, meaning that they are
accountable to their higher ups, putting them in a bad situation.
Sen. Pearson: I attended many SFC meetings last year, and they do not
consider the previous year’s budgets.
Sen. White: The SFC can also represent students, so I am confused about
why we are disconnecting them and taking their voices away.
Sen. Rowe: They are students, but many of them work for their
boss which seems like a conflict of interest. This would just make
their recommendations non-binding since we currently have no
control over their recommendation.
Sen. Wright: [ am just wary about how this is changing the order of
the process.
Sen. Wright ceded time to Dylan Perfect.
Dylan Perfect: I am an SFC member and have a vested interest in
my voice being heard, but the ability of the Senate to have fiscal
authority was taken away very recently by the JC. The Senate has,
in the past, been able to change the incidental fee in this way.

Sen. Pearson moved to enter a roll call vote on the veto override. Sen.
Udarbe objected.
The motion passed.
The veto was overridden with 11 ayes from Sen. Allen, Sen. White,
Sen. Eckman, Sen. Field, Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin, Sen.
Karlapati, Sen. Lau, Sen. Lewandowski, Sen. Pearson, Sen.
Raschkes, and Sen. Rowe; | nay from Sen. Jones; and 4

abstentions from Sen. Gomez Silva, Sen. Morales-Coonrad, Sen.
Udarbe, and Sen. Wright.

SR 84.04 “Overnight Safe Study Resolution”

Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin: [ campaigned on this idea because I think
that it will benefit students trying to study and it will help students.

Sen. Morales-Coonrad: | am also interested in this idea since it will help
students.

Sen. Field: I like that this would also provide refuge for students needing to
escape bad weather, such as the heat that Corvallis is currently
experiencing.



v Sen. Pearson moved to enter a 3-minute reading period. Sen. Morales-
Coonrad seconded.

\% Sen. Lau: | was wondering if you’ve already spoken to administration and
necessary stakeholders.

1 Sen. Rowe: [ am not in a hurry to pass this tonight. Sunrise
Corvallis has worked very hard on this, and they have met with
representatives from the library, the BNC, people from ASOSU, and
many other groups. There are also a lot of ways to implement this
without driving up costs.

vi Sen. White: I think there are a lot of advantages to this, and I really like
that this will help fulfill the campaign promises that Sen. Hostetler-
McLaughlin made.

vil Sen. Raschkes: Are they going to need to hire more staff? What costs are
associated with that?

1 Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin: Yes, they would need to hire another
manager, but this would not raise student fees as the library is not
funded through the fee.

2 Sen. Rowe: This space would also be accessible by key card.

viii Sen. Pearson moved to enter gallery comment. Sen. White seconded.

X Dylan Perfect: I was the VP when students came to me with this proposal,
so I know that they have been working on this for a long time and they do a
lot of good work.

X Noah Roberts: | am a fan of this idea, and it has been a bummer that the
school changed the 24-hour policy a few years ago. There are certain
spaces on campus more fit for this than others, but this is a good start.

X1 Matteo Paola: Many students have complained about the library ending its
24-hour schedule, so I am happy to see this.

xii Sen. Pearson moved to enter Senator comment. Sen. Rowe seconded.

Xiil Sen. Pearson moved to end discussion. Sen. Field seconded.

SB-84.04 “Records Access, Transparency, and Administrative Reform Bill”

1 Sen. Pearson moved to enter a 5-minute reading period. Sen. Allen
seconded.
i Sen. White: Shawn did not want this to be passed immediately but

preferred it to be sent to the student government committee, and there is
also supposed to be an email attached to Angelo’s name in the bill.

1ii Sen. Pearson moved to extend the reading period by 5 minutes. Sen.
Hostetler-McLaughlin seconded.
v Sen. Field: I am wondering why the appointments committee is changing
for this.
1 Sen. Pearson: This would give more power to the Senate as

advisors to this process.

\% Sen. Lau: | am wondering why Student Government Committee would sit
on this appointment committee.
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1 Sen. Pearson: This would just increase communication between the
branches for transparency.

Sen. Rowe: I think the email list is a good idea and it would help
transparency.

Sen. Field ceded time to Dylan Perfect.

Dylan Perfect: | recommend you all look at the email list function as it is
very helpful and would make public meeting law compliance very easy.

Sen. Pearson: I believe that Sen. Durr introduced this in this way because
he is out of town, and this just clarifies what the records officers should do.

Sen. White: I agree, it was not meant to come off that way.
Sen. Field moved to end discussion. Sen. White seconded.
Committee Reports
Budgets
Sen. Eckman: We assigned members to their SABs and units and looked
over the governing documents. We are meeting at 8:15PM on Fridays.
Student Government
Sen. Pearson: We are going to look into SB-84.03 working with budgets
committee and will continue evaluating the standing rules. We have not
established our official meeting time yet but will soon.
Campus Improvements
Sen. Karlapati: We discussed a few ideas and went over the transition
document.
Outreach
Sen. Lau: We did some introductions and talked about how outreach
operates through our liaison roles. If anyone has ideas for other campus
stakeholders that we should reach out to, please let us know!
Sen Pearson: | am wondering how Christina’s change of vote would
change the outcome of the vote.

1 Dylan Perfect: Abstentions and absent members do not count
against majority calculations, so I do not think that this would
change it.

2 Nathan Schmidt: Traditionally, the definition of an abstention can

be different based on the governing body, but from what I’ve seen
the abstentions should be counted towards quorum. I don’t agree
with what Dylan is saying because an abstention has not been
counted in this way in the past.

3 Sen. Pearson: I don’t think we should be looking to the past since
there have not been vetoes in the past few administrations. I believe
an abstention would function as a ‘nay’ if otherwise.

4 Dylan Perfect: The constitution does allow the Senate to decide
their own rules of procedure. If we do not agree on the
interpretation, we should look to the democratic rules of order and
the constitution. I have experience in ASOSU and am a political



science major, so I have been involved in these kinds of processes
work.
1ii Sen. Lau: I believe that we cannot retroactively change our votes, so we
might not need to discuss this anyway. Fundamentally, it is dangerous to be
able to change our votes after it has concluded. We should just leave this as

itis.
v VP Kowash: I agree with what you said, so I think we will stick to the vote
that was taken. Please try to be cognizant of how you vote in the future.
\% Sen. Rowe moved to enter a 10-minute recess. Sen. Field seconded.
VIII. Gallery Comments
a There were no gallery comments.
[X. Old Business
a SB 84.01 “Campus Cultural Resources Development”

1 Sen. Rowe: It was discussed that the Chair of the committee would
be elected, and that the leaders of the committee are afforded more hours.
i Sen. Rowe ceded time to Marisa Ikehara.
i Marisa Ikehara: We decided that the Chair should be decided upon
by the committee, and we wanted to make sure these members were paid.
v Sen. Pearson ceded time to Carter Trinidad.
\4 Carter Trinidad: We want to make sure students have these spaces
on campus and that representation is democratically decided. We have had
issues with labor and wages in the cultural centers, so we want to make
sure they are paid fairly.
vi Sen. Pearson: I support this and think it is an important initiative.
vii Sen. Pearson moved to appeal the ruling that an abstention is
equivalent to a nay vote in a 2/3 majority. Sen. Rowe seconded.
1 Sen. Lau: It seems like this discussion is taking away from
the discussion of the legislation.

a Sen. Pearson: I understand this, but I think it is
important to clarify how abstentions function.
viil VP Kowash rescinded the ruling on abstentions for later discussion.
iX Sen. Rowe: I think that the amendments clarified a lot of the
questions from last week.
X Sen. Lau: [ am wondering if we have the funding for these
positions.

1 Sen Pearson: | know that many hours are not used by
Senators and members of ASOSU, so we should be fine.
Xi Sen. Field ceded time to Matteo Paola.
Xii Matteo Paola: The amount of payroll that is allocated compared to
the amount that is used is closer than in previous years, but there should
still be underutilization.



xiili  Sen. Rowe moved to enter gallery comment. Sen. Pearson
seconded.

X1v President Audrey Schlotter: I would have conversations with
Francis, the budget manager, about these decisions before making this
decision.

XV Dylan Perfect: I was involved in the budgeting process, and we
have historically had a very large budget that is not fully utilized. Small
adjustments are usually not a big deal.

XVi Marisa Ikehara: I wanted to vouch for the importance of creating
safe spaces on campus for minority groups. This bill would help support
cultural resource centers and the students who rely on them. You as
Senators have the opportunity to support vulnerable students.

xvili  Lindsey: I am a person of color on campus who uses the cultural
resource centers on campus. These centers are very beneficial.

xviii  Carter Trinidad: I want to speak to the importance of this bill
because of how it helps marginalized students. SOL is severely
underfunded and students have had to fight for a voice on campus, so this
would remedy that problem.

X1X Sen. Pearson moved to adopt the proposed amendments. Sen.
Morales-Coonrad seconded.

XX Sen. Pearson moved to enter a roll call vote. Sen. White seconded.

1 The bill passed with 13 ayes from Sen. Allen, Sen. White,
Sen. Eckman, Sen. Field, Sen. Gomez Silva, Sen. Hostetler-
McLaughlin, Sen. Karlapati, Sen. Lau, Sen. Morales-Coonrad,
Sen. Pearson, Sen. Raschkes, Sen. Rowe, and Sen. Udarbe; and 2
abstentions from Sen. Jones and Sen. Wright.
X. President of the Senate Announcements
a. Legislation writing training
1 VP Kowash: It is important to remember that resolution, although non-
binding, should represent the feelings of the student body as a whole. Bills,
on the other hand, are internal to ASOSU. Legislation is what gives the
Senate its power. Legislation passes through the Senate, then is signed by
myself, and then is sent to the President to sign or veto. When writing
legislation, it is important to remember where each part of legislation
should go and to make sure it is well-thought out so that it is effective. It is
helpful to talk to people about legislation that you write so that you engage
with them for collaboration.

b Join Campus Improvements Committee!
1 VP Kowash: We need more members to join this committee to make sure
that they can reach quorum.
c Fill out information sheet so I can update the website
1 VP Kowash: This will help update students on what is going on and who to

reach out to!
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Public comment
VP Kowash: This should help to facilitate more engagement with students.

Correspondence with OSU administration on passage of SR 84.01
VP Kowash: After the passage of this, we received communication from
the administration about their position on this resolution. They respect the
role of protests in making social change, and they thought it was important
to uphold their values and rules. This will be important to consider going
forward as we engage with administration.

Gallery Comments

There were no gallery comments.

Senator Comments

Sen. Rowe: I am happy with how this meeting went! Also, I want to clarify that the
veto was overridden. I created the public comment form to allow students to make
comments in case they can’t attend a meeting, but any feedback on this is
appreciated. Finally, I would love to talk with each of you about your goals for this
year so that we can collaborate. If anyone wants to have an ASOSU get-to-know-
each other event, I can schedule it!

Advisor Comments

Keri Simonet: Good job tonight with this quick meeting, you all had good
discussions and heard valuable input. I want to mention that you should finish your
mandatory Bridge trainings as required through OSU. Also, if you have not
accessed your Senator emails, please do that soon. Finally, it really is beneficial to
reach out to people about legislation to gain perspective. I did not have much
outreach on the second advisor bill, and I could have provided some insight.

Adjournment

a The meeting adjourned at 9:17PM.



