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I. Roll Call/Quorum ~ 6:00 pm 

a. Sen. Allen  

b. Sen. Durr  

c. Sen. Eckman  

d. Sen. Gomez Silva 

e. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin 

f. Sen. Jones 

g. Sen. Karlapati absent 

h. Sen. Knox absent 

i. Sen. Lau absent 

j. Sen. Lewandowski 

k. Sen. Morales-Coonrad 

l. Sen. Pearson 

m. Sen. Raschkes 

n. Sen. Rowe 

o. Sen. Wright 

II. Swearing in of Senators/Proxies 

a. Marisa Ikehara was sworn in as a proxy for Sen. Lewandowski and will 

be referred to as Sen. Ikehara from here.   

III. Approval of Minutes  

a. Sen. Rowe: Want to make sure if anyone has gotten information on the 

vetoes. 

b. VP Kowash: No, we have not. 

IV. Approval of Agenda  

a. The agenda was approved as written. 

V. Gallery Comments  

a. There were no gallery comments. 

VI. New Business 

https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/93577674659?pwd=6scPXxEc9bAiQlYjLniQT5YoxLLZd4.1


a. Confirmation of Nathan Schmidt as the 2024-2025 Chief of Staff 

i. Sen. Pearson motioned for 5-minute reading period. Sen. Morales-

Coonrad seconded. 

ii. Sen. Pearson: We could invite Nathan to say a few words about 

himself and about his history within ASOSU. 

iii. Nathan Schmidt: I was the SFC liaison for last year and wrote 

some legislation as well. I had also been a representative in ASOSU in the 

last house of representatives. I worked on programs such as OSU Pride 

and others, I am super passionate about student health and continue to 

work with other campus programs such as the RHA. I'm excited to bring 

NARCAN to campus. I applied for this job because I agree with a lot of 

goals talked about by President Audrey and VP Zach and have heard a lot 

of good input from senators. A lot of these goals are stuff I am passionate 

about and think ASOSU can have a great impact on. I was also a 

commissioner for Salem and a recipient of Brenda Dau Award for a 

program I helped work on providing free menstrual products around 

restrooms on campus. I care about students and want to keep contributing 

to these goals in this position.  

iv. Sen Pearson: Please expand a little bit on your involvement as a 

campaign manager and previous ASOSU involvement. 

v. Nathan Schmidt: I have heard concerns about my involvement in 

a prior campaign which I want to explain. I came in my freshman year as a 

mechanical engineering major, which did not work out. I did not have a 

good enough GPA to run in the ASOSU election, so I met through a friend 

a guy named Alexander Kerner. At the time he was looking for campaign 

help, and I agreed to meet to talk about it. I had at the time been student 

body president in high school and wanted to get involved further so I 

agreed to help. I did social media work and was good with Canva, and that 

was about the extent in which I was involved. He picked a Vice President, 

Isabella Griffiths, she was more of a Turning Point person. After the 

election, I distanced myself because that was not what I stood for, and 

took a break from ASOSU and did not get involved again till my winter 

term of my second year. I am a progressive, and I appreciate this 

organization because ASOSU is an opportunity to make good changes on 

this campus, and I will continue to denounce Turning Point USA until I 

am blue in the face. 

vi. Sen. Rowe: For clarification, when you were working on the 

campaign were you aware of her affiliation? 

vii. Nathan Schmidt: Not really. I did not know much about their 

views politically, I knew they wanted to bring food trucks to campus and 

wanted more transparency, but it was hard for me to get a read of where 

they stood politically. I didn’t really know for the most part. 



viii. Sen. Rowe: I gave a call to Saegis, the one thing he did mention 

was that you did have a direct connection to the group, which I feel is not 

completely true with what you have told me. It is contradictory with what 

has been said, and I wanted to know if there could be some more clarity. I 

don't think that if there was an affiliation it would be an issue, it is simply 

the issue of transparency and honesty. 

ix. Nathan Schmidt: I don’t know what he means by affiliation, I 

never held a position or was never registered. I do not support their values 

and will continue to denounce them. I think the most affiliation I had was 

when Isabella was running, I was working for her, but I did not really 

know. I think what they say is damaging to people and damaging. 

x. Sen. Rowe: Just as a clarification he did not say you had a 

leadership position, but that you worked more directly with them.  

xi. Nathan Schmidt: I have no clue what he is talking about. He 

might just be talking about the campaign thing, but once again I really do 

not believe in their beliefs and have no clue as to what he would be 

referencing. 

xii. Sen. Rowe: He did not specify beyond those points made. 

xiii. Sen. Morales-Coonrad: I want to put it out there that I ran with 

Nathan and others on the same slate, and I can say that we would not have 

associated ourselves with Nathan if we had heard of these beliefs. We got 

to know him over the campaign and can surely say that he has no TP USA 

values. Nathan, I would like to ask, how do you plan to use these 

experiences to better the experiences of students at OSU through this 

position? 

xiv. Nathan Schmidt: I got to understand more outside the scope of 

just fee-funded units. Campus is a lot different than ASOSU, and I would 

bring a lot of experience in work having to do with that and working with 

a variety of people. In my experience within RHA, I got to know many 

UHDS people and partners, and I think working with them has given me 

the opportunity to bring this knowledge to the Chief of Staff position. I 

would also apply this to a lot of the goals that Audrey and Zach want to 

achieve. I talked about some of these ideas in my cover letter, but I think 

the experience and opportunities I have would be beneficial to ASOSU. 

xv. Sen. Gomez Silva: As a reminder, Nathan has never had an official 

affiliation with TPUSA outside of the campaign. If he had known, he 

would not have been involved. We worked closely during this past 

campaign, and we know he is being transparent. Nathan, what do you 

think is your biggest goal for being Chief of Staff, and how will you 

achieve that? 

xvi. Nathan Schmidt: I was inspired by a meeting I had with President 

Audrey. I read through the document of the goals and student initiative 



wanted to bring to campus and found myself connected to these, 

particularly those surrounding student health. The Biggest would be to 

bring project student health to campus. 

xvii. Sen. Ikehara ceded 2 minutes to Lillian Goodyear. 

xviii. Lillian Goodyear: I just wanted to say that I was fed a lot of 

incorrect information about Nathan at first, and after knowing him and his 

character I think that he is passionate about allyship and clear voices. He 

would be a great Chief of Staff because he is someone I trust. 

xix. Sen. Pearson: Regarding Saegis, we are very politically different. 

Though I have not met him personally, he has never struck me as being a 

dishonest person. We do not politically agree on much, but I do not think 

he would lie about someone affiliation with something. Sen. Rowe 

clarified that you met with Saegis after meeting Nathan. It is important to 

consider that the subsidiary, known as Campus Victory project, is 

described as having tried to financially support elections, which is against 

our rules. It is known that last year our VP and President were approached 

by this organization as well. The person from this past election we are 

talking about has been employed as the Cascade representative, and I 

believe that she did endorse Nathan during the last election. I believe this 

is concerning and something to be looked into. I asked Nathan Schmidt 

earlier today about his involvement, and he said that he did not report 

anything that he had heard. It is critical to report anything heard especially 

within involvement of the elections.  

xx. Sen. Pearson ceded time to Matteo Paola. 

xxi. Matteo Paola: When I was President in the past, I had talked to 

Carissa O’Donnel. She told me there was a group that paid members to 

run in ASOSU elections, I told her it was against the rules, and the 

conversation ended there.  

xxii. Sen. Pearson: There is a quote confirming things happened by last 

year's President and VP. With this new information, that they were 

approached, I continue to be concerned, and it leads me to believe that 

there might be more going on. I also do not think that this was something 

that President Schlotter was aware of. 

xxiii. Nathan Scmidt: First, both Audrey and Zach are aware of this, and 

I have been very transparent. I never asked to or gave permission to be 

endorsed by Isabella, which was quite frustrating as I have been trying to 

distance myself from that. I would not call that an endorsement and did 

not want her to endorse me. With the failure to report the subject, there are 

a lot of nuances there. I never accepted any support from them in either of 

the campaigns I have been in. At the time, I had not heard of anyone 

accepting the support. Looking back, I maybe should have raised some 

concern, but in general I was just trying to distance myself. I also have 



texted Saegis asking for clarification, as I honestly have no clue what he 

means. Again, I will try my best to be completely honest. I will make 

mistakes; I am human, and have already made mistakes, but I can make 

progress for the student body as a whole. This gives me a chance to take 

my experiences here and help others. 

xxiv. Sen. Ikehara ceded 2.5 minutes to Nathan Schmidt. 

xxv. Nathan Schmidt: I understand these concerns regarding my past 

and what this means regarding performance in a future job. I do genuinely 

think that doing that part was a mistake on my end, and it is not what I 

believe in. 

xxvi. Sen. Rowe: I am a little confused. Is your mistake reaching out to 

last year’s VP and Presidents about the group, or helping with Isabella’s 

campaign? 

xxvii. Nathan Schmidt: I did not reach out to Carissa and Dakota. 

Carissa had reached out to me as a VP candidate, I declined, but I did not 

talk to them about the group. I think what Matteo referencing is just 

something that was being talked about at the time. I had told Carissa not to 

accept money at the time but did not offer her anything.  

xxviii. Sen. Rowe: I am curious if you know who the people were offering 

money to run in the elections? 

xxix. Nathan Schmidt: I was not affiliated with any organization like 

that. I did not know who was doing it, and I recommend reaching out to 

Carissa about this further. I just told her it was probably not a good idea 

and to not do it. 

xxx. Sen. Pearson: I was told by Nathan that he had heard whispers of 

it, but now it seems as though there were full conversations to be said 

about it, and how there was nothing reported. This again is concerning, 

and the primary affiliation only raises my concern more. If Nathan was not 

the one approaching them, there should be some knowledge as to who it 

was or the ability to make a report. This just seems like a lot of ideas and 

thoughts that cannot be confirmed, so I suggest we move on. Nathan, you 

said that something that is really important to you is forgiveness and 

moving on, but I do not feel like that is what I have seen. You spoke to 

come out and speak against the confirmation of a past ASOSU member. 

xxxi. Sen. Pearson ceded time to Dylan Perfect. 

xxxii. Dylan Perfect: I am a little stressed about this, and I just wanted to 

speak a little bit on the process and confirmations that we’ve had so far, It 

has been disheartening to see the weaponization of stories about 

nominees. I think there has been a lot of irony in regard to how past 

confirmations have been. There is really nothing that has had a more 

negative impact on me than these moments, it was a really hard time. It 

got brought back up in June as well. I just wanted to highlight some of 



these inconsistencies. I do not want to be doing a tit-for-tat situation. 

There was an attack against me and Matteo. I met with Nathan to talk 

about this situation, and we had a long conversation about the 

confirmation. Eventually Nathan stated that he would vouch for Matteo in 

the caucus. Saying that Matteo has many victims after stating that he 

would vouch and did not believe in the claims, is very ironic. If I had a 

consolation that it was not your intent, I would vote for you today, because 

I know it hurt when no one was there to vouch for Matteo. I wanted to ask 

how you would handle this differently as Chief of Staff. It seems there is a 

benefit of the doubt that was extended to you and not Matteo. 

xxxiii. Sen. Pearson ceded time to Nathan Schmidt. 

xxxiv. Nathan Schmidt: With that for some background, I did not write 

the letter and would not read it in a public meeting. I think it is hard 

because I myself am a victim of SA and am always prone to stating that 

we must listen to the victims and survivors. I want to apologize to Matteo 

and Dylan, and it is unfortunate that you had to go through that. With 

ASOSU, we are all here to bring progress and genuinely good work to 

campus. We at times disagree, but there are times where the line has been 

crossed 

xxxv. Sen. Pearson: I appreciate the apology given to Dylan. I am 

concerned that I brought it also up about 2 hours ago, and you stood by 

having spoken against Matteo. The impression I got was that you still 

stood by what you said, and I am confused on how the tune has changed 

since then and now. I think this is relevant to the role in question because 

in this position there are staff working under you as well. It does not 

matter that you did not have your name in the letter, but that you spoke out 

stating that Matteo had victims. As someone who also has history with 

these things, it erodes legitimate claims of when something happened. 

This has already been resolved, no charges have been found, and for this 

have happened especially to two people who have been involved in the 

Student Workers, which seems like an attack on these organizations and 

what they work for.  

xxxvi. Nathan Schmidt: No, I don't think Matteo has victims. I have 

always thought he is cool, and I was trying to convey that my words 

during that meeting were from someone who has experienced this 

situation before. I was not trying to erode anyone's experiences at all and I 

will again apologize for that. To answer your question, yes, I will protect 

people not only as employees but as humans and people. Due process and 

facts should be considered regarding the code of conduct. 

xxxvii. Sen. Ikehara: I just want to express thanks to everyone for 

sharing their stories, especially because they are often difficult to talk 

about.  



xxxviii. Sen. Ikehara motioned for a 5-minute recess. Sen. Rowe 

Seconded. 

xxxix. VP Kowash: I would like to say that our discussion has veered 

away from the qualifications of our candidate. 

xl. Sen. Pearson: I think we should maintain some precedent, and this 

topic is relevant to the position and ASOSU as whole. 

xli. Sen. Rowe: I agree with Sen. Pearson, and we do find these 

questions relevant and want to clarify things 

xlii. Sen. Gomez Silva: I want to remind people that Matteo still did get 

confirmed. Nathans qualifications in my opinion are up to par. When 

many of you voted in Matteo Paola, the common idea was that there was 

no evidence. The same should be applied here, as there is no proof or 

substance to the claims and we should keep the conversation about his 

qualifications. 

xliii. Sen. Pearson: I think we have moved past this conversation. I do 

want to bring your attention to the fact that Matteo Paola was not given 

the opportunity to speak on this. I believe that we are now talking about 

retaliation in terms of people fighting for workers' rights. I want to point 

out that Unions exist to keep the process accountable. Undergraduate 

students do not have a recognized union that can enter debates or 

negotiations with OSU. This due process used was utilized to punish an 

ASOSU member as a response for this worker advocating for student 

worker rights on their own personal time. I do not think this process is 

enough for the workers, as stuff like this would not be happening if the 

process was efficient. How are you actually going to take greater steps to 

take care of and protect these students? 

xliv. Nathan Schmidt: I was not in the executive cabinet when this 

person asked to resign or was hired. First, being a good teammate to these 

people on the exec cabinet and being the best I can at my own role and 

giving them the tools and platforms that they need to succeed. Regarding 

union efforts, if workers choose to unionize, they get the rights of the 

union, I will do my best to respect and support that. I also do not have the 

best knowledge on this topic. 

xlv. Sen. Pearson: So, from what Iam understanding you believe that 

these rights should just be given in the case that they are in the union, and 

not just inherently as a worker of ASOSU? I am also concerned that you 

said you did not do much research on this topic. I think workers' rights are 

extremely important here, and I would like to hear that you would like to 

expand them and work with the union. I want to hear that you in this role 

are committed to workers' rights beyond those of workers that belong in 

the union. What are some actionable items and rights you would want 

them to have? 



xlvi. Nathan Schmidt: I would like to apologize for my lack of 

knowledge about Unions. I will work my best to make sure that these 

rights are considered by the ASOSU President and Vice President. At 

times I find it is tough to talk about this stuff because I am not very 

informed about it but am hoping to have these conversations. 

xlvii. Sen. Eckman: How would you balance you work at the SFC and 

this role? 

xlviii. Nathan Schmidt: I would resign from that role and focus on this 

one. 

xlix. Sen. Durr: What would make you want to choose this role over the 

other? 

l. Nathan Schmidt: I talked about this in my cover letter, and the 

shared passion about student health. The experience I have and the 

connections I have made regarding student health made me excited to 

apply for this job and do good work in this position.  

li. Sen. Rowe: I just want some clear answers. Would you be willing 

to issue an apology for the accusations made in both January and March to 

the people affected. And be willing to state publicly that you have never 

had or heard any evidence that these people have threatened public 

officials? And that the union has not threatened or harassed any members? 

It seems as if some claims have been made behind closed doors, and I just 

want some clarification. 

lii. Nathan Schmidt: Yes, I apologize for what they went through. I 

rebuke fully any false claims against anyone in ASOSU. I do not believe 

that they have done anything wrong. 

liii. Sen. Pearson: I also would like to see an apology for claims made 

against the union itself, and that you confirm that you have no evidence 

that the union has harassed people. 

liv. Nathan Schmidt: To the best of my knowledge the union has not 

harassed or threatened anyone. 

lv. Sen. Lewandowski: Over this issue there is a lot of hearsay, 

regardless of Nathan, there is not substantial proof to override what I 

know about him as a person. How would these political views or 

involvement have anything to do with the conversation going on now. 

There is no substantial proof that any of this has occurred. It feels 

preposterous to make these assumptions, and we could have asked these 

questions outside of this meeting instead of going back on forth here. I 

also have known Nathan, and know his personality and beliefs, and can 

say that I know he is not involved in TPUSA.  

lvi. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin ceded time to Dylan Perfect. 

lvii. Dylan Perfect: I do appreciate the apology given to me, and it 

seems more sincere that it last was. You said that one of the reasons the 



SAB board had concerns was over possible threats regarding the topic at 

hand. I think some clarification would help. Again, it's disheartening that 

the standard being applied here was not applied to Matteo. I think the 

main concern is some hypocrisy in what is being said here and when we 

have a conversation.  

lviii. Nathan Schmidt: On that SAB vote, I abstained. When I was 

asked about that in the Student-Fee Committee at the time I tried to 

explain that in my role it was best to reflect the vote of the SAB board.  

lix. Dylan Perfect: Are you willing to say that you do not have any 

evidence of anyone in our union making threats? As this was what 

everyone was led to believe 

lx. Nathan Schmidt: The comment I made was in regard to an 

Instagram post made against me personally. I assumed that this person was 

affiliated with the union, but since have found out that they do not have 

affiliation with this union. 

lxi. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin motioned for deliberations. Sen. Rowe 

seconded. 

lxii. Sen. Gomez Silva: In this meeting Dylan did say that he would 

vote yes if Nathan apologized, even though he was not affiliated with that 

letter. He is very qualified, and will persevere through this role 

lxiii. Sen. Pearson: What was being talked about was not the letter 

itself, it was the comments made in support of the letter that were making 

allegations towards Matteo Paola. I think his response regarding student 

rights, and anything besides the current process is disappointing. This 

process, as we have seen, is not enough, and these concerns are not 

alleviated. 

lxiv. Sen. Morales: I was not there at the earlier meetings, so I was not 

in the realm of what was going on at the time. I think Nathan showing that 

he can and is willing to say that he is sorry and speaking with his emotions 

takes a lot of merit. This can be applied to the position, in which he is able 

to be a voice for the student body and speaking out about things that are 

more taboo for some people. I cannot express enough how I think he 

would do really well in this position.   

lxv. Sen. Morales-Coonrad moved to enter a roll call vote on the 

confirmation of Nathan Schmidt. Sen. Gomez Silva seconded. Sen. 

Pearson objected. 

lxvi. Sen. Rowe: I think the senate should deliberate a little longer. A 

little more conversation should be heard, and there are a lot of hands 

raised as well. 

lxvii. Sen. Allen: I would just like to hear from more people regarding 

Nathan. 

lxviii. Sen. Morales-Coonrad rescinded the motion. 



lxix. Sen. Rowe: I do not think we should deny confirmation over this, 

but I am a little confused on his words. He had told me that he had no clue 

during the campaign of Isabellas involvement, which is a bit contradictory 

to what he has been saying today. The tune keeps changing, and it seems 

unclear as to how involved he has been.  

lxx. Sen. Allen: My hesitation has little to nothing to do with the 

accusations, but with the lack of transparency. I was wondering if 

someone who has worked closer with him can speak on his transparency 

on this topic. As well as whether he can uphold this position based on 

facts and not emotions. 

lxxi. Sen. Pearson: The failure to report the election violations is my 

main concern, as well as the change in what is being said by Nathan 

himself. There is a lack of consistency and transparency. I think that there 

has been this idea of malice behind some of these questions that I do not 

think is there, I just am legitimately concerned about this. The switch in 

behavior and lack of transparency is a valid concern, and the comparison 

to the past confirmation is unfair as those things did not happen. 

Regardless of whether or not there have been changes, the lack of 

planning and research into workers' rights, which is important to the 

position itself, is a legitimate concern that I have. It should not be taken as 

a personal offense. 

lxxii. Sen. Gomez Silva: I wanted to respond to Sen. Allens question. I 

can confirm that Nathan has been transparent with me and everyone else 

on his slate. I had heard conversations and rumors about the ticket, but he 

has been incredibly transparent. I completely understand these concerns, 

but we must keep in mind that VP Kowash and President Schlotter have 

chosen Nathan for this position. He also had already discussed these 

concerns with them. 

lxxiii. Sen. Hostetler McLoughlin: I was sent a letter from a concerned 

community member. This letter essentially states that their experiences 

with Mr. Schmidt have not been positive. It was disheartening to hear him 

taking the credit for bringing NARCAN to campus, though this was the 

work of countless students. His RHA team also booked an event over 

another, which was planned intentionally during that time. When RHA 

booked this event, it was much later. And when asked if they would be 

willing to move, or combine the event, the request was denied, stating that 

the ideas of the two groups were different. 

lxxiv. Sen. Rowe: Was that just sent to you? 

lxxv. Sen. Hostetler McLoughlin: Yes. 

lxxvi. Sen. Wright: I want to remind people that we are all learning. 

Some of these roles are opportunities for people to grow and learn. You 



cannot just say that from a lack of knowledge that a person is not 

qualified. 

lxxvii. Sen. Morales-Coonrad: I agree with Sen. Wright. He could have 

just not been aware that this is something he would be facing in this 

position. I personally, before ASOSU, did not have a lot of knowledge 

about what is going on and the legislation. Nathan really understood that 

and took the time to explain some of the legislation going on at the time 

and helping me understand. Before even joining, I had heard things about 

Nathan, but as Sen. Gomez Silva said, Nathan addressed them straight 

away. Even when we are working out, he has taken the time to help me 

understand, and that has been my experience with his transparency.  

lxxviii. Sen. Morales-Coonrad ceded time to Saegis Abbott. 

lxxix. Saegis Abbott: I have been President of Turning Point. I have had 

a few conversations with Isabella about what has happened, and a 

conversation earlier today with Sen. Rowe. As far as I know, Nathans only 

association with Turning Point is through that campaign. He has not 

interacted with anyone in around 2 years, with this group or associated 

projects.  

lxxx. Sen. Rowe: I think this is a point of information just saying that 

since the campaign he has not been involved with the group. During an 

SFC meeting last year, Nathan brought up that SFC was not a political 

position and that the SAB Board was representative of the student body. 

Nathan during the SFC meeting did initiative vote against the living-wage 

bill. I again have this concern over these discrepancies over what he says 

he is going to do and what he has done. 

lxxxi. Sen. Gomez Silva: We are all able to grow, and not all of us as 

senators can attest that we did not know at the time what was going on 

within ASOSU. I did hear about the saying not to the living minimum 

wage bill, and I do have a message where I had asked him to elaborate on 

this. This message explained his thoughts and votes surrounding this bill, 

and explained his concerns surrounding the bill as well, which was part of 

the reason he ran. This really shows his transparency  

lxxxii. Sen. Rowe: Point of Order, Nathan could also have said yes, as 

opposed to voting the board's opinion. 

lxxxiii. Sen. Pearson: I want to echo these concerns, changing the 

tunes constantly is worrying and I would like to see some consistency. I 

think it is also very important to read the letter that has just been read and 

allow Nathan to respond while we are talking about transparency. 

lxxxiv. Sen. Pearson called to provide Nathan Schmidt with the 

opportunity to read the letter and respond. Sen. Gomez Silva seconded 

lxxxv.  Sen. Hostetler- Mcgloughlin read the letter for a second time. 



lxxxvi. Sen. Rowe: Our thoughts were that it would be unfair for 

you not to respond to this. 

lxxxvii. Nathan Schmidt: I would say that I would like to apologize 

to that person. I did not hear about this event, we have designated teams of 

people that focus on these things, and I am disappointed to hear that this 

happened. We try to avoid these things, and we have moved dates to avoid 

overlapping, but unfortunately this is the first time I have heard of this. I 

fully recognize the grassroots efforts that have been made, and this came 

on recommendation from Cindy Conrad in the Pride Center. I have always 

thought that RHA is a group whose focus is advocacy, and it is something 

that I wanted to achieve. I wish I knew this was going on, and I would 

really have liked to help. 

lxxxviii. Sen. Rowe motioned to extend the time by 2 minutes, 

seconded by Sen. Pearson. 

lxxxix. Sen. Rowe: What was the role you held at the time? And 

who would have made this decision? 

xc. Nathan Schmidt: We held our pride in June, so that would have 

been over my head in UHDS. We have advising support so it would have 

been handled above me, I genuinely did not hear about that and would've 

worked to help change that. We do not operate exactly like ASOSU and 

have direct supervisors. 

xci. Sen. Pearson: This event took place in November and would not 

have conflicted with the event you are talking about. 

xcii. Nathan Schmidt: I am quite confused as to what event they are 

alluding to. The Pride Resource fair was done more on the UHDS side of 

things. We do a lot of events, but I once again did not know that happened 

and apologize if it caused harm. 

xciii. Sen. Gomez Silva: I am also in RHA, I believe this was around the 

time where they switched administrators, and at that time Nathan might 

not have been involved.  

xciv. Nathan Schmidt: When was this letter received? This might have 

taken place when I was not even involved yet.  

xcv. Sen. Hostetler Mcgloughlin: I just received it during deliberations. 

xcvi. Nathan Schmidt: During November 2022, I was the national 

communications coordinator at the time and was not involved in my scope 

of work at the time. 

xcvii. Sen. Durr: Point of Clarification, can you tell us how many 

applications were received for this position? 

xcviii. VP Kowash: There were multiple, but I can't disclose more than 

that. 

xcix. Sen. Pearson: I am glad that we were able to hear that through, 

though, I do not believe that it fully alleviates my concerns about this. I 



am concerned that grassroots organizers voices have been spoken over 

about these things. I would never want to deposit myself as having claim 

to the work that others have done, especially when it is the grassroots 

organizers doing the work and labor. It can be difficult to be here, but not 

as hard as they have it, and their achievements should not be spoken over. 

c. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin moved to confirm Nathan Schmidt. 

Sen. Jones seconded.  

ci. The motion failed with 5 nays from Sen. Durr, Sen. Hostetler-

McLaughlin, Sen. Pearson, Sen. Raschkes, and Sen. Rowe; 4 ayes from 

Sen. Gomez Silva, Sen. Jones, Sen. Jones, and Sen. Morales-Coonrad; 

and 3 abstentions from Sen. Allen, Sen. Eckman, and Sen. Ikehara. 

b. Confirmation of Eva Erickson as the 2024-2025 Records Clerk 

i. Sen. Rowe: Would you be willing to work with the senate to move 

towards transcripts rather than interpreted minutes? 

ii. Eva Erickson: Yes, I am willing to work towards a model like that. 

iii. Sen. Gomez Silva: I saw that you were a barista and cashier, so I 

wanted to say I appreciate your experience. I am also intrigued by your 

involvement in University Legislative Scholars. Why did you want this 

role? 

iv. Eva Erickson: I wanted to be more involved in ASOSU after being 

on the SAB and going to D.C. This position jumped out at me as a good fit 

for my type of work as I am focused on details. I do not enjoy arguing and 

am not extremely extroverted, so I was not really interested in other 

positions. From what I can tell, this role is more clerical and unbiased, and 

I would like to approach this without inserting my opinion.  

v. Sen. Pearson: What are your words per minute? 

vi. Eva Erickson: I am not sure. 

vii. Sen. Morales-Coonrad: Your resume is very impressive. How 

would your personal experiences and work experiences impact your work 

here? 

viii. Eva Erickson: I have worked outside of my field of study and my 

peer group, which has helped me gain a broader perspective. I have a very 

good memory due to my work experience as a barista, and I enjoy having 

clarifying questions with customers and coworkers. 

ix. Sen. Morales-Coonrad: I liked her energy and resume; I think this 

would be a great opportunity for her to gain this experience. 

x. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin: I do not see any glaring issues with 

her as a candidate. 

xi. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin moved to enter a roll call vote to 

confirm Eva Erickson as records clerk. Sen. Rowe seconded. 

xii. The motion passed unanimously with 12 ayes from Sen. Allen, Sen. 

Durr, Sen. Eckman, Sen. Gomez Silva, Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin, Sen. 



Jones, Sen. Lewandowski, Sen. Morales-Coonrad, Sen. Pearson, Sen. 

Raschkes, Sen. Rowe, and Sen. Wright. 

VII. President of the Senate Announcements 

a. VP Kowash: Just so you know, committee business can only be discussed 

if quorum is reached. Also, please do not interrupt people with points of order and 

information for respect. As a Senate, we are not working together well, and this is 

not sustainable. It is easy to argue endlessly through screens, but this has created a 

tense environment where we do not recognize the complexities of these issues and 

other perspectives. If we want to enjoy this year, we need to recognize each other 

and find common ground to reduce the tension of this summer. We are all here to 

support students, but we have not supported one another so far. I have heard from 

your peers about this, and I think we need to reflect on how we have been 

working. I hope we can all have an informal meeting to talk about how we can 

make this happen, and to have a collaborative space for all of us. We have already 

done great work, but we are going to need to reevaluate how we go forward to 

make this a better experience for everyone. 

VIII. Gallery Comments 

a. Dylan Perfect: Many of us have been involved in grassroots organizing on 

campus, and we cannot lean on our institutions too much. This is not about having 

a good experience as they are positions of power. I think things have gone down in 

a poor manner, especially Nathan’s apology, and it does not need to be like this. If 

his response was not convincing, I am wondering what would have been. When 

Matteo was confirmed, I felt as though I was on trial, and he was confirmed at the 

end. Moving forward, there are two blocs in this Senate that seem like they should 

collaborate, but they are not right now. 

IX. Senator Comments 

a. Sen. Morales-Coonrad: I want to highlight Kari’s work this summer. 

b. Sen. Rowe: Senators have been overworked and become frustrated this 

summer, which is not good. But also, we have done a lot of good work and 

engaged with a lot of students. I think we are all burned out right now and we need 

to find ways to resolve this, but the Senate has also been asked of a lot more than 

in previous years. This is not sustainable, but we also are not 100% at fault. 

c. Sen. Gomez Silva: I agree that we need to listen to the concerns raised. 

Sen. Morales-Coonrad mentioned that we should not raise emotions so much, but 

we have already done this. We need to learn and grow from our experiences here 

so far. 

X. Advisor Comments   

a. Keri Simonet: No comments! 

XI. Adjournment  

a. The meeting adjourned at 9:19pm. 


