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ASOSU Senate Meeting 

Seventh Fall Session of the 84th Senate  

November 19th, 2024 | 6:30pm  

MU 208 

Zoom: https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/93577674659?pwd=6scPXxEc9bAiQlYjLniQT5YoxLLZd4.1 

President of the Senate  

Zachary Kowash 

SEC 288 

––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––– 

I) Roll Call/Quorum ~ 6:32 pm 

a. Sen. Acar - present 

b. Sen. Allen - present 

c. Sen. Becquer - present 

d. Sen. Durr - present 

e. Sen. Eckman - present 

f. Sen. Gomez Silva - present 

g. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin - present 

h. Sen. Ikehara - present 

i. Sen. Jones - absent 

j. Sen. Karlapati - absent 

k. Sen. Knox - present 

l. Sen. Lau - present 

m. Sen. Lewandowski - present 

n. Sen. Morales-Coonrad - present (arrived at 7:06 pm) 

o. Sen. Pearson - present 

p. Sen. Raschkes - present 

q. Sen. Rowe - present 

r. Sen. Wright - absent 

II) Swearing in of Senators/Proxies 

a. There were no senators/proxies to be sworn in.  

III) Approval of Minutes 

a. The minutes were approved as written. 

IV) Approval of Agenda 

a.  Sen. Rowe motioned to amend to change the name of the confirmations taking 

place tonight to “International Students Project/Lounge Coordinator” and 

“Disabled Students Project/Lounge Coordinator” to match statute, seconded by 
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Sen. Pearson. 

V) Gallery Comments 

a. A gallery member asked to speak a prayer. 

b. Vice President Kowash: As a reminder, ASOSU does respect freedom of 

expression and values gallery feedback. OSU and ASOSU does not endorse any 

one particular religion. 

VI) Executive Branch Reports 

a. Kari Hoy – Policy Director 

i. Kari Hoy, Policy Director: Hello everyone, my name is Kari and I am 

the Policy Director. In my position I want to get students involved in the 

legislative process at the state and federal level and give students the tools 

they need to get involved in the process. We started with a voter 

registration drive, presented to classes, and tabled at community events. 

Me and Charlotte also worked on a non-partisan voter guide, explaining 

the ballot measures. We engaged with students over the presidential 

election, handed out “I voted” bracelets. I have also been working on 

planning the DC trip, and the application opens this Friday. I am also the 

chair of the ASOSU SAB board, in which we go over the budgets for all 

of our sub-units and am on the elections committee in which we work on 

the elections packet that you all will be looking at today. Next term I will 

be focusing on planning the DC trip and helping facilitating lobby days for 

ASOSU with one coming up in February. I have also been planning 

underrepresented students and students of color lobby day in the works. I 

want to do a lobbying and advocacy workshop to inform people on 

lobbying and how to get your message across to legislators. If you want to 

work or meet with me about anything, let me know. When we have lobby 

days it is important to get as many students as possible to the capital to 

better get our point across! 

ii. Sen. Pearson: I had two main questions to ask. Do you have any plans to 

conduct outreach to political clubs regardless of partisanship, and have 

you done that for lobbying? 

iii. Kari Hoy, Policy Director: I have not yet, but it is something I am 

looking to getting those groups engaged in specifically in regards to the 

advocacy and lobbying workshop I want do, just because I think they 

would benefit the most. 

iv. Sen. Pearson: Similarly, what about interacting with ULS (University 

Legislative Scholars)? Or other programs like that? 

v. Kari Hoy, Policy Director: There has not but we are going to present to 

them about our DC trip coming up and potentially do an advocacy 

workshop. 

vi. Sen. Rowe: Is there anything you would like to see or do for the long 

legislative session? 
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vii. Kari Hoy, Policy Director: I don't know exactly what to expect yet but 

definitely focusing on OSU’s broader priorities specifically for funding 

higher education, and if there is a bill that comes up that students are 

particularly passionate about and helping empower those student voices. 

b. Charlotte O’Brien - Local and State Legislative Policy Coordinator 

i. Charlotte O’Brien, Local and State Legislative Policy Coordinator: 

Hello everyone, I work under Kari so much of what we do is in unison. I 

worked with her during the voter registration drive and gave the 

presentations, and we were able to register over 150 voters as part of the 

competition with UO. Worked on the voter pamphlet and tabled on the 

days prior to the election to inform more students. Met with the 

government relations office and beaver caucus to figure out some student 

priorities. I know that the Oregon Opportunity Grant is something that is 

relevant but am working on a legislative interest form. In my role, I really 

want to focus on the local aspect this year and have been attending student 

council meetings. Talking to people such as Gabe Sheppard about what 

has been done in the past and what can be done in the future and met with 

Julie Manning as well. Still working on the DC application and have been 

thinking about how to market that. In the winter term I am looking to 

create a panel with legislators. It might be a reach, but I want to reach out 

to Tina Kotek and other policy makers so that people can be informed and 

anyone interested can attend. 

ii. Sen. Rowe: Is there anything you would like to see or do for the long 

legislative session? 

iii. Charlotte O’Brien, Local and State Legislative Policy Coordinator: 

The Oregon Opportunity Grant is a big one, and with this legislative 

interest form just understanding what people want and how I can support 

that. 

iv. Sen. Pearson: Is there anything that the senate can do for you? 

v. Charlotte O’Brien, Local and State Legislative Policy Coordinator: 

Just reach out! If you have any ideas or anything you would like to see 

happen, please let me know! I am happy to work with you all. 

c. MaKenna Brooks – Disabled Student Affairs and Campus Accessibility 

Coordinator 

i. MaKenna Brooks, Disabled Student Affairs and Campus Accessibility 

Coordinator: Hello everyone, one thing I have been working on is with 

the BNC and SafeRide, working on making those resources offered more 

accessible as the location of the BNC is not very accessible. Working with 

SafeRide to possibly pick up students from McNary or another location so 

that they can be dropped off or picked up from the BNC, making sure that 

all students are able to have access to what they offer. Talking with 

Student Health Resources and asking about what they offer and about how 
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they may help students. I want to work with a lot more local resources and 

make an informational document or post for students. Working with Rec-

Sports, I have a meeting with Leah tomorrow, to make Dixon more 

accessible. Perhaps making a night for disabled students and making 

weights easier to grab. Working with CAPS to make a support group for 

disabled students, perhaps having more informational events for students. 

I have been trying to work with UHDS, but it has been difficult, so 

nothing has happened as of yet, but I do want to make common and dining 

hall spaces more accessible. Working with the Disabled Student Union, 

and they were talking about possibly having a new space for disabled 

students in SEC 112. I am just reaching out to people at the moment and 

seeing how we might be able to set that up. Just in general talking with 

students and asking what they might want and if there are any ways that I 

can help and support them in my role. 

d. Gabriella Grinbergs – Queer Student Advocacy Coordinator 

i. Gabriella Grinbergs, Queer Student Advocacy Coordinator: Hello 

everyone, my name is Gabi and I use they/them pronouns. First, I would 

like just to go over some of the major area projects for this year. I have 

been working with Student Health Services and increasing accessibility 

for queer medicine resources for students. Met with Amy Fraiser and will 

meet with Kelly Hower and Edward Ballester. Some of the goals I have 

this year include increasing awareness and transparency about queer 

medicine resources and find better ways to engage with students about 

some of the resources they have. I spoke with Amy about potentially 

doing a panel or Q&A session with people who work at Student Health 

Services to increase transparency and have some resources on social 

media. I also want to connect CAPS into these resources and better 

connect them with students to make it a more comprehensive experience. 

Also meeting with Leah Hall Dorothy from Rec-Sports to hopefully make 

Dixon more accessible and inclusive to trans and non-binary people. My 

plan is to send out a survey to gather feedback about what students may 

want to see change. Interested in constructing a non-gendered recreational 

sports league to make more space for queer athletes as they still do have 

gender requirements. I am also on the all-user restroom task force. 

Currently going over design standards and making them gender neutral as 

well as setting that standard for renovations on current buildings and 

future projects. Potential workshop or informational event to provide 

information and updates on progress. Interested in starting a queer faculty 

mentor network with the academic success center to provide that support. 

Looking to have ASOSU host an open forum event with cultural centers to 

foster more connections between the organizations. Been connecting with 

people from the pride center and attending staff meetings by invitation 



   
 

 5  
 

which has been helpful for gathering more information and needs from 

them. Trying to get connected with SOL, but that is a work in progress. I 

am open to any ideas, questions, feedback! 

ii. Sen. Pearson: I want to ask this to MaKenna as well, what can the senate 

do for you? 

iii. Gabriella Grinbergs, Queer Student Advocacy Coordinator: Just reach 

out! Nothing I can think of off the top of my head! 

iv. MaKenna Brooks, Disabled Student Affairs and Campus Accessibility 

Coordinator: If I am working more with the accessibility stuff, maybe 

developing a certain policy about making access easier and having senate 

working with that. I haven’t thought of it all just yet but potentially in the 

future. 

v. Sen. Allen ceded 2-minutes to gallery member 

vi. Gallery Member: You said you were working on gender-neutral 

bathrooms and trying to make them more accessible. I think the best way 

to make them more convenient is to say which bathrooms have urinals and 

which do not. In the library there are 2 of these bathrooms but only one 

has urinals, I think it would be helpful to have a sign on which restrooms 

have urinals. 

vii. Gabriella Grinbergs, Queer Student Advocacy Coordinator: Thank 

you. Yes, we did get some feedback responses like that in a survey we had 

sent out and we are taking that into consideration.  

VII) New Business 

a. Confirmation of Olabisi Olajubutu as the International Students Projects/Lounge 

Coordinator 

i. Olabisi Olajubutu: I apologize for not being able to make it in person. 

My name is Olabisi Olajubutu. I am interested in this role because it aligns 

well with my passions, and I want to create a community where 

international students feel connected to the school system whose needs are 

well taken care of. I have learned that a lot of international students feel 

isolated and disconnected so I want to help address all these issues by 

having an open-door policy, listening, and being able to refer them to 

sources that can help them. I want to make sure that I can support both 

their academic and social journeys at OSU.  

ii. Sen. Pearson: What is one change you would like to see implemented 

while you are in this position? 

iii. Olabisi Olajubutu: More involvement in engagement on campus. I want 

to make sure that diversity is part of our system, and that international 

students do not feel disconnected. I have had students reach out to me and 

have been able to refer them to resources that can help them and just 

making sure that they can thrive here. 

iv. Sen. Pearson: What plans or ideas do you have for providing in person 
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spaces given that the international student lounge has been discontinued? 

v. Olabisi Olajubutu: Yes, I believe that with or without the lounge we have 

to create this sense of community. Even if we cannot meet in person, we 

can have channels of communication such as online discussions, panels, 

and there are a lot more ways to gather to discuss ideas and create a 

community with or without it. 

1. The candidate was moved to a separate room and the senate began 

the discussion. 

vi. Sen. Gomez Silva: He has a very impressive resume, and his leadership 

experience is impressive. You can see that he is passionate about 

advocating for international students, and I am onboard for having him in 

this position. 

vii. Sen. Allen: He seems to be a very good fit for this role, and he gives a 

very good impression. It seems that he has already connected a lot of 

students to resources as well. 

viii. Sen. Pearson motioned to vote on the confirmation, seconded by Sen 

Gomez Silva. Olabisi Olajubutu was confirmed as the ASOSU 

International Students Project/Lounge Coordinator unanimously with 14 

ayes.  

b. Confirmation of Marina Ketrenos as the Disabled Students Project/Lounge 

Coordinator 

i. Marina Ketrenos: I was the disabled student lounge coordinator last year 

during the pilot and worked to further the lifespan of the lounge, and I 

hope to work out a re-start of the program especially if we can explore 

some more accessible spaces. I am currently the Disabled Student's Union 

president, so I have direct ties to the members of that community which 

could help with student engagement. I want to make sure that they are able 

to voice their concerns through me. Some goals that I have are the 

enhancement of disability visibility across campus which is important to 

de-stigmatize disabilities and ensure that these students are included and 

treated respectfully by everyone. I hope to host events to educate people 

on disabilities and promote engagement between our communities. I also 

want to host events intended to be hybrid or virtual so that students that 

may not be able to attend in person can be included. Hoping to address 

some of the challenges facing students and figuring out which challenges 

to prioritize and to collect direct feedback about what may be most 

needed. There are also issues regarding current accommodations and 

disability access at OSU and would like to collaborate with disability 

access services to work on those issues. In general, I would also like to 

build relationships and collaborate with organizations in order to promote 

the visibility of disabilities and to connect more personally with students. 

ii. Sen. Pearson: I am excited to hear all of your answers and plans. I wanted 



   
 

 7  
 

to ask when it comes to in-person connection and your hopes to re-start 

the space, what are your plans for maintaining accessibility for the 

immunocompromised? 

iii. Marina Ketrenos: Yes, I think that is something really important to 

consider. I touched on having both hybrid and virtual events. With respect 

to actual in-person events I have not thought about specifics yet, but I 

know that a lot of the ideas of events could be adapted to be hybrid so that 

people can participate in a wide variety of our events.  

iv. Sen. Morales-Coonrad: I believe your position would be working 

alongside Mckenna. What are some examples of when you have been very 

collaborative with other individuals? 

v. Marina Ketrenos: I do not have an example off the top of my head, but I 

did work and collaborate with the other disabled students lounge 

coordinator last year. We hosted events and worked to create a balance 

with our budget and staffing the lounge. I think in those experiences I was 

able to improve my communication abilities and was opened to diverse 

perspectives. I worked with CAPS last year and worked with other 

individuals within the executive branch for the welcome week events.  

1. The candidate was moved to a separate room and the senate began 

the discussion.  

vi. Sen. Lewandowski: This candidate has so many good extracurriculars, 

but I also see that they are biliterate and they would be able to 

communicate with people from diverse backgrounds. 

vii. Sen. Pearson: I do think they are a very qualified candidate, I would like 

to see, at least in this role, more steps towards making spaces more 

immunocompromised accessible. I am happy to see an interest in the 

return of the disabled student's lounge. I hope to be able to collaborate in 

the future. 

viii. Sen. Morales-Coonrad: Love the drive to shift events towards e-campus 

and online students. Reading their resume was also very fire as well.  

ix. Sen. Allen motioned to vote on the confirmation, Sen. Morales-Coonrad 

seconded. Marina Ketrenos was confirmed as the ASOSU Disabled 

Student Project/Lounge Coordinator unanimously with 14 ayes.  

c. Review of 2025 ASOSU Elections Packet (per Title VIII § 8(b(iii)) 

i. Sen. Rowe: There are a lot of people that are waiting patiently, were we 

hoping to pass the election packet today or is this a first reading? 

ii. Vice President Kowash: I was hoping to have it passed today. There is a 

deadline for passing it, and we will need to pass it either this week or next 

week.  

iii. Sen. Rowe: If people would be comfortable reviewing it slightly later in 

the night, it might be smart to move it along. 

iv. Sen. Pearson: I do have some items that would merit discussion and 
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potential revision. I would prefer that we table it next week as I anticipate 

there will be a discussion there. 

v. Vice President Kowash: Sounds good, if you want to send me any 

suggestions you have that I can bring to the committee next week. 

Hopefully then I will have a revised version that we are good with. 

vi. Sen. Pearson motioned to table the confirmation of the elections packet 

until next week's meeting, seconded by Sen. Lewandowski. 

d. SB 84.16 - “Working Group on Social Responsibility in Fee Allocations” 

i. Sen. Rowe: I have a short outline of the bill if people would like for me to 

read that, I have also received emails in the past hour about public 

statements that I can put in the chat. 

ii. Sen. Allen motioned for a 15-minute reading period, seconded by Sen. 

Knox. 

iii. Sen. Rowe: Alright, whereas clauses do not have any impact on the bill 

itself, they are just good to know. Section 1 is amendments to the ASOSU 

code of conduct, not the code of conduct of the school. This adds 

exceptions for violations of the code of conduct so that peaceful protests 

are no longer a violation and that ASOSU members are not required to 

report peaceful protests. Section 2 creates an independent committee that 

does the following: (1) Sets guidelines regarding ethics to new contracts, 

identifying areas of spending within ASOSU that raise concern, 

recommend methods for ensuring money is spent ethically, (2) Committee 

shall have a chair and vice chair, that then appoint new members to the 

committee. (3) List of various people in roles that should be invited to the 

committee. (4) Committee members serve across elected terms. (5) The 

committee shall issue its first report by Jan 11, 2025. Section 3 grants the 

senate power to make fiscal/legislative decisions in order to actually apply 

recommendations of the committee. This includes amending fees, 

introducing new legislation, etc. all of which enables recommendations to 

be put into effect during the fee setting process. 

iv. Sen. Gomez Silva motioned to open up to gallery comments with a cap of 

1 hour and 30 minutes total and 5-minutes to each gallery member, Sen. 

Allen seconded. 

v. Gallery Member, Zimmer: I am just a student at OSU and would like to 

express my support for this bill. I care that my tuition and fees are spent 

ethically and believe that this bill will aid in that goal. Thank you.  

vi. Gallery Member, John: I want to thank the senate for the opportunity to 

speak today. I am addressing concerns regarding SB-84.16. While I 

understand the intent, I am worried that this bill would essentially create a 

committee that serves as a platform for a BDS (Boycott, Divestment, and 

Sanctions) movement. The bill calls for a working group to develop ethics 

guidelines for allocation fees, but the term ethics is not clearly defined. 
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My question is how will students define ethics? Will the working groups' 

decisions be based on a transparent and inclusive framework that students 

can agree on, or will it be open to interpretation? Given the diverse 

perspectives it is crucial that any guidelines reflect the values of the entire 

student body, not just one ideology. Without this, there is a risk of 

alienating students who may not agree with the goals of movements like 

BDS. I urge you to think about the potential implications of this 

resolution, and to strive for an approach that encourages unity and not one 

that creates divisions amongst students. Thank you for your time, and I 

look forward to hearing your thoughts. 

vii. Gallery Member, Danielle: Thank you for your time. This resolution 

claims to champion ethical spending but it falls short of this ideal. Rather 

than taking a broad and inclusive approach in the universities spending, it 

selectively targets one country, while neglecting a wide range of other 

ethical issues that require our attention. The ethical landscape is vast and 

we should hold all entities to the same standard. What is more concerning 

is the lack of due diligence and transparency in the conversations that led 

to this bill. Ethical decisions should include the voices of those that are 

directly impacted by these policies. Yet those conversations have had a 

lack of input by the very individuals that are affected the most. By doing 

this, the resolution excludes a portion of the student body. ASOSU is a 

representative body and is supposed to serve all students, and not one 

group's specific agenda. When we adopt policies addressing one issue over 

others, it undermines the credibility of our actions and alienates students 

from this process. This is about ensuring our policies are fair, transparent, 

and reflect the opinions of the students. We owe it to our students to 

develop a framework that addresses global concerns in a way that is 

inclusive and diverse. I urge you to reject this bill and instead focus on 

developing a broader framework. One that includes diverse voices, 

engages in due diligence, and addresses ethical issues across the board. I 

urge you to consider working together to create a policy that truly reflects 

the values of fairness, transparency, and inclusivity. Thank you for your 

time. 

viii. Gallery Member, Sydney: I would like to express my support for this 

bill. I am strongly in favor of the right of all students to peacefully protest. 

As a student, I am greatly concerned with where my tuition is going. This 

would take important steps towards ensuring the ethical allocation of my 

tuition fees. I am sick and tired of my money funding the genocide of the 

Palestinian people and I urge you all to vote yes. Thank you. 

ix. Gallery Member, Adrian: Hello and thank you for letting me speak. I 

think that it is a valid criticism to state that you might not want a heavily 

politicized group weighing in on where the money goes, but asking for an 
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un-political stance is asking for complacency and no change. I am in 

support of the bill and if things go poorly, we can always reach out again 

to the various benefactors of university grants and I see it as reversable if 

necessary.  

x. Gallery Member, Lars: I would like to express my strong support for this 

bill. I stand in solidarity with my Palestinian and Jewish friends in saying 

that Israel must stop its genocide in Gaza, its war on Lebanon, and the end 

of the two-tiered system of apartheid in Palestine. I believe that the bill is 

one small but important step in holding Israel accountable for its clear war 

crimes. The true position of neutrality would be to delink OSU and its 

students from this connection.  

xi. Gallery Member, Yael: Good evening, everyone. I apologize for not 

being able to make it in person. My name is Yael and I am here to speak 

on SB-84.16. Six months ago I was at this senate urging you to vote 

against a bill that would oppress Jewish people on campus. Now, I am 

here again asking that this bill be voted down due to its antisemitic nature. 

My first concern is that the agenda containing this bill was only published 

yesterday, this is not the first time ASOSU has made this mistake in giving 

students that wanted to voice their opinions very little time to do so. I am 

also aware that this bill has been put together very quickly, with little 

outreach to any of the groups it would affect and without regard to the 

taskforces address issues like this. Our student elected representatives 

should be doing everything to follow the rules and support marginalized 

communities, not push them further into the mud; which is what this bill 

does. This bill also has the potential to revoke funding from the Jewish 

organizations on campus such as Hillel. This is blatantly antisemitic. OSU 

prides itself on free speech and DEI principles, many of you are here today 

because you support these principles. Instead, you are weaponizing the 

democracy which we cherish to punish an entire group of students. How 

can you ensure that these principles will be upheld when this bill clearly 

takes a biased stance? This contradicts the writing in the bill itself that 

ensures neutrality will be balanced when making the decision on ethical 

spending. This contradiction shows that these principles cannot be upheld, 

I strongly urge you to fail this bill to ensure that DEI principles are upheld. 

Thank you. 

xii. Vice President Kowash: Just to clarify, the agenda was released more 

than 24 hours prior to the meeting time, at 2pm yesterday, so we are in 

compliance with OPML (Oregon Public Meeting Law) or ORS 192. 

xiii. Gallery Member, Masha: Hello members of the senate. I quickly want to 

point out a logical fallacy of whataboutism which is something that 

prevents issues from being solved by pointing out that there are other 

issues in the world. My name is Masha, and I was born in Israel and most 
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of my family is still there. I woke up to messages from my sister, where 

she had to hide behind a car as a missile hit so close to her that she could 

hear and see it. I remember the sound from my childhood, and I will never 

forget the way my heart stopped when you hear the missile hit. I am here 

to urge the senate to divest not from a country and not from a group of 

people, but from war. The country I grew up and was born in is headed 

towards self-destruction and taking many down with it. This isn't about a 

group of people against each other, this is a matter of taking a stand in the 

small capacity that we have for change and say we do not want our dollars 

going towards death, war, and destruction. As complicated as this issue is, 

divestment is pretty simple. I encourage you to divest from the war 

machine and pave the way for change as difficult as it may seem. I want 

my tuition to go towards ethical research and development that seeks to 

make the world a better place. This is the beginning of setting a standard 

of universities being a place for education and the betterment of the world 

instead of funding organizations that propel war and death. Thank you.  

xiv. Gallery Member, Dawson: I am here to show my strong support for this 

bill. During my time at OSU I have had the opportunity to take various 

classes about human rights and equality and urge ASOSU to uphold these 

values today. History has shown us that divesting from apartheid regimes 

is effective, but I want to emphasize the moral imperative that a lot of us 

feel. We cannot allow our tuition to support human rights abusers and 

genocide, and to do so goes against everything we stand for as a student 

body and institution. I urge you to vote yes on this bill, and by doing so 

ensuring our students have the right to fight for what they believe in, and 

our university upholds its values and can become a positive force 

worldwide and or the freedom of all people. Thank you.  

xv. Gallery Member, Dylan: Before I start, I wanted to fact check something 

a previous speaker said, which was that this bill would defund certain 

organizations on campus. This is false, there is a case which clearly states 

that the student government and our fee funding cannot be disseminated 

on the basis of viewpoint. I did share some remarks in the spring on the 

divestment resolution which eventually passed. The question isn't whether 

or not we want to put these words forward because the senate has already 

put these words forward, the question is whether the senate will stand by 

and is willing to take action. I will share the remarks that I made in the 

spring, with changes made to the statistics as unfortunately the destruction 

has only continued since. I support this bill’s call upon the university to 

divest from corporations whose products or services support the Israeli 

governments unjustifiable actions. I also support the call for a permanent 

ceasefire and would like to recognize the work of the Students United for 

Palestinian Equal Rights. 1 in 9 people in Gaza have been internally 
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displaced, most homes have been damaged or destroyed, over 43,846 

Palestinians in Gaza have been killed, nearly 17,000 of them children. It is 

critical that we resist the institutional pressure to remain silent. As a 

former Vice President I navigated a similar space so I am hopeful that my 

experience can help inform you all. It is difficult as media interest groups 

present a radically divergent narrative of reality itself of the Palestinian 

people. We caution ourselves to avoid conflating the state of Israel, its 

government, Judaism, or the Jewish people. We must carry forward this 

caution to allow ourselves a reason critique of this state in the same 

manner of any other world regime. This is something that took me longer 

than I’d like to admit to realize. Shortly before I took office in June of 

2021, the President I had also worked for released a campus-wide 

statement in solidarity of the Palestinian people. What followed was push-

back from a limited number of supporters of Israel who are not 

representative of the community at large. It should be noted that there 

were supportive voices including from Jewish voices for peace among 

others. I must insist on sharing with you that behind closed doorsthe 

University administration pressed repeatedly for a follow-up message to 

smooth over this response. What resulted was that we essentially released 

a statement that did not say anything. In short, I encourage you to lean into 

the courage to support what you believe is the right side of history. 

xvi. Gallery Member, Lee: Hello everyone, I am here to speak in strong favor 

of the bill in question and support the full divestment of funds from the 

genocidal regime. I would like to echo what the previous speaker said 

about standing on the right side of history and would like to add that as 

student government you all have the power to be representatives of the 

student body. I have seen that the majority of the student body is 

overwhelmingly in support of divestment, I certainly am. I strongly 

encourage you all to vote in support of this bill. Making this committee is 

a great plan and concurs with a statement you all have already released 

about supporting divestment. Thank you.  

xvii. Gallery Member, Ben: Thank you to the senate for letting me speak. This 

is my 4th time speaking on a topic like this, and it is frustrating that the 

topic keeps getting brought up. I understand this is a really important issue 

to a lot of people, but it feels like this whole process has been 

unproductive. I don't really understand the point of this specific proposal. 

Our student fees do not go to specific fundings, and we are fundamentally 

looking at divestment in the context of the Basic Needs Center and the 

Family Resource Center. Any standard that the senate may have of 

divesting from certain services would be deciding about which types of 

paper clips would be bought for the office. If that is the number of degrees 

of separation that we are taking then we are putting this conflict above 
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everything else. Unfortunately, we live in a world that is very globalized 

and a lot of the services and products that we use are not ethical. It is 

frustrating that people have decided this is the one time that people will 

make a point that we cannot use certain brands. I also feel like the process 

by which this keeps happening is very frustrating. No one was informed 

ahead of time, and in this meeting people are interested were not informed 

until the day before. I understand that this is a first reading, but the first 

time, this bill was passed after the first reading and senate did not wait or 

people's opinions to be heard. The ASOSU has not done a good job at 

making sure that everyone's voices have been heard. I understand that this 

is an issue that people feel strongly about, and I agree on a lot of this, but 

the way this whole thing has gone about is not really acceptable. Thank 

you for your time. 

xviii. Gallery Member, Maton: I am an Israeli American studying here at 

OSU. I am tired of the blood labels against my people. I am tired of the 

antisemitism. I am tired of the blatant disregard to the rights and suffering 

of both Israelis and Gazans. Israelis who have a right to safety and Gazans 

who have a right to freedom and who are repressed by Hamas. If your 

resolution would have come true last year it would have been rejected 

unilaterally by the school administration. Your antisemitic attempt at 

passing BDS would have simply failed because OSU has always held fair 

the ideals of neutrality, inclusion, and diversity. There are many Jewish 

and Israeli staff members who are well-informed at what happens here 

today and are that are determined to prevent your resolution from being 

implemented by the school. As a hypothetical, let us assume this was not 

the case, and assume that the school administration lets through the 

resolution. President Biden himself is a proud Zionist, and this month he is 

exerting pressure on Qatar to exile leaders of Hamas who now reside in 

Turkey, a NATO nation. At this moment he may be exerting pressure on 

Erdoğan to arrest the terrorists and surrendering them into the custody of 

the United States. Sounds like this war is nearly over and your resolution 

is too little and too late. But it gets much worse for you. In recent 

speeches, President-elect Trump has made it clear that whatever happens 

in the next two months, state universities that engage in antisemitism and 

anti-zionism will lose all federal funding. Even if you succeed this school 

will simply reverse its decision. You cannot win. 

xix. Gallery Member, Allie: I am here to speak strongly against this bill. We 

can all agree that no innocent civilian should ever have to experience the 

horror of violent conflict, and yet many of us are missing the point here. 

We are stuck in the cycle of violent conflict because of Hamas, the 

terrorist organization that governs the Gaza strip and has consistently 

chosen hate and violence over peace for both Israelis and Palestinians. 
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Hamas has explicitly stated their genocidal intent against Jewish people 

and their charter, and they are responsible for decades of violent terror 

attacks against Israeli citizens including suicide bombs, stabbings, and 

shootings, and they have launched over 30,000 rockets into Israeli towns 

and cities. On October 7th, they committed a terrorist attack that the U.S. 

defense secretary has described as worse than ISIS. One of their worst 

crimes, is their oppression and exploitation of their own people. They have 

used civilian buildings like schools, mosques, and hospitals for military 

purposes and this has been documented. In November of 2023, the U.S. 

intelligence supported Israeli reports o Hamas using Gazan hospitals as a 

command center and we have seen several videos showing Hamas 

terrorists taking Israeli hostages after the October 7th attacks. Their 

extensive tunnel system, built throughout Gaza and underneath residential 

neighborhoods and buildings is also well documented and has been built 

using stolen humanitarian aid that should be going towards innocent 

civilians that Hamas started and insists on continuing. Pressuring Israel, 

whos war is entirely defensive would do nothing to promote peace, in fact, 

all it would do is show Hamas that they can commit as many crimes as 

they want and it will only benefit them. According to the New York Times 

they are included in the BDS national committee, which leads the BDS 

movement globally which leads divestment initiatives like this one. I think 

we all want an end to this conflict and peace. I know you already voted in 

favor of this and I am telling you all today that was a mistake and you now 

have the opportunity to correct it. So vote no. 

xx. There were no more gallery comments, and the senate moved back into the 

discussion of the bill. 

xxi. Sen. Pearson: This will be a rather long statement. I will start with some 

corrections and some responses to members of the gallery. I would like to 

make it clear that I greatly support this bill and think it is essential that we 

take a stance. First, the creation of division that was claimed if we were to 

support this item. The fact of the matter is that investment in genocide is 

what creates this division, we would not be here if that was not what was 

occurring. The division that is being seen is because we are not taking any 

sort of neutral action, a neutral action rather, would be to not have money 

going to companies that are supporting these items. Division is not 

something that will be created, but is something that is already here. And 

if you are uncomfortable by this, you are in a place of privilege where you 

could not see that because I assure you that Palestinian students could. The 

idea that students may be alienated, but they are already alienated when 

the money that they are paying to this university is supporting the 

eradication of their people. The idea that because we have an item that a 

lot of people care about and it is mentioned in this bill, does not mean it is 
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not referring to other ethical items. The bill itself allows guidelines to be 

set up for the analysis and ethical investment not just in regard to one 

issue. This would create a committee that could help use for future 

conflicts be it things like labor, climate change, and the issues we are 

seeing now. The idea that because ethical issues exist we should not take 

stance on any just leads to stagnancy and nothing done. It is all politics 

and the university is not in some way isolated from politics. Instead, I 

want to point to what people voted on me for and read a statement out of 

my platform statement. 

xxii. Vice President Kowash: Gallery members please refrain from 

interrupting senators while they are speaking. Either remove yourself from 

the room or contain yourself. 

xxiii. Sen. Pearson: Thank you. I will now read a section from my platform 

statement. Put simply, the political impact of ASOSU is what this bill 

stands to recognize to make sure that ASOSU is making a good impact on 

the world. Oregon public meeting law was followed for this meeting and it 

is the first reading of this bill. Additionally, there was outreach done by 

this item, and we can see that with how many members of gallery we have 

here today. When we are talking about the specific items, we are looking 

at the expenditures on things like the technology used and when there is a 

movement toward more ethical spending you can see where the biggest 

impact is, which is what the committee will be looking at. There have 

been a lot of controversial bills throughout the history of ASOSU, not all 

that I agree with, but I can assure you that we are tackling a lot of issues 

and it is right what we do what we can in regards to this issue. The ethical 

expenditures of universities have mattered in the past in relation to the 

apartheid in South Africa, and there are people in this world who do make 

an effort to be ethical in their expenses. There are reasons that people may 

not shop at Shein or Temu for these reasons. For the broad claims of 

antisemitism, this is something that I think is really important to discuss 

with the understanding that Israel is not synonymous with Judaism. The 

actions of a government and state of Israel must be condemned as they are 

genocidal. I want to thank all the gallery members who showed up to 

contribute, but we must also acknowledge that this bill is the first step in a 

pivotal moment for the history of the ASOSU in which we are making 

sure we are doing good things with our money. We are building the future 

and we will be around to reap the pain of that or build a better future for 

ourselves and students after us. I urge us all to come together to do what is 

right even when it is hard, as there have been student governments who 

have done similar things and more. We are able to take a stance and we 

should, instead of being complicit simply because it is comfortable. 

xxiv. Sen. Gomez Silva: I would like to echo what Sen. Pearson said, and I was 
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in favor of the bill that passed over the summer. My only recommendation 

is that we table this bill, pending JC or OGC review, or separate this bill as 

there are things we may have to look at before we pass this. I appreciate 

the efforts made here and appreciate that it is easier to read, which I had 

advocated for. 

xxv. Sen. Raschkes: In my opinion, student body governments should refrain 

from engaging in national or international politics. ASOSU is to represent 

all students, not to advance personal or political agendas and it is 

undermining our responsibility. It is concerning that a group feels unheard 

as every student deserves a voice, no one is exempt from following 

university policies. Divesting from companies negatively impacts 

students, by eliminating opportunities for internships and jobs. I recently 

spoke to a student that is doing research with HP and that us taking that 

away from them would have a negative impact. Why would we take these 

opportunities away by prioritizing our personal agendas? OSU divesting 

would not stop conflicts in the Middle East, these companies will still be 

operating as they normally do. Finally supporting a political cause tied to a 

nation that has policies openly hostile to women and the LGBTQ 

community raises concerns, while the only nation in the Middle East that 

is safe for LGBTQ and women is under attack. If you believe that your 

money is funding genocide, you are free to take your tuition elsewhere. By 

that logic, you imply that everyone here is complicit with genocide which 

is unreasonable. We should focus our efforts on issues that affect all 

students such as reducing the student fee, expanding parking and gym 

facilities, and implementing bi-weekly paychecks. Remember that we are 

senators for OSU not senators for Palestine.  

xxvi. Sen. Pearson: I forgot to read a comment from a student that I thought 

was salient, and I think that it is also a very good response to what Sen. 

Raschkes stated. In the book Brothers and Others in Arms, written by a 

gay Israeli veteran, he describes witnessing - I want to give a trigger 

warning here for extreme violence - two Arab individuals having sex in 

their own home. And for no other reason other than amusement, the sniper 

kills one of the men. The idea that there is a great nation that is built upon 

this oppression and crime against gay men. I have researched into the state 

of Israel, and it is not some sort of queer paradise. The utilization of real 

lives when queer people face so much to prop up a state that commits 

violence against those very people is a horrible act of anti-queer rhetoric 

and harm. It is wrong, dismissive, and harmful. 

xxvii. Sen. Rowe motioned for a 5-minute break, seconded by Sen. Pearson. 

xxviii. Sen. Pearson: I will read the public comment that I think is important to 

hear. “The neutral stance on a genocide (or conflict if one prefers) is to not 

fund it. By not divesting the incidental fee, the senate is not taking a 
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neutral stance; they are taking one of explicit support. There are students 

here who have lost family members and friends in this "conflict". I urge 

the senate to do the right thing by beginning to take steps to divest from 

any countries complicit in genocide or war crimes. This can mean Russia 

and other countries; it also means Israel. I understand it is "hard" and 

"uncomfortable" to take a stance on an issue that is so deeply divisive. It is 

much harder to be kept in an open-air prison, starved to death, be a 

teenager held in prison indefinitely with no charges filed. To be a doctor 

who risks extra judicial execution for treating babies with shrapnel and 

gunshot wounds. I urge you to take a stance to support those people 

regardless of how uncomfortable it may be. The vitriol and harassment 

displayed by some students and community members towards some of the 

gallery is nothing compared to the vitriol and harassment Palestinian 

students on this campus face from them. Last year I sat in the gallery and 

watched as some of the same public speakers who will likely oppose this 

legislation today threatened to punch people. Kicked trash cans and 

mocked shooting themselves and others while Palestinians students spoke, 

if given the chance I'd stand with the folks asking for meager steps to not 

support the murder of their families over those viciously harassing them.” 

I think that this is particularly powerful and at the end of the day we are 

currently taking a stance through divestment as neutrality.   

xxix. Sen. Acar: Someone told me this anecdote a while back, this is a student 

at OSU and a Palestinian. I wanted to share this because it doesn't take 

knowing someone who is directly impacted to want to take action. His 

family members were living in Gaza, and unfortunately two of them were 

shot and killed by snipers and the other burned to death. I understand that 

this may impact people financially, but knowing that this is the real impact 

this has on the OSU community is something really important to me.  

xxx. Sen. Lewandoswki: I wanted to re-iterate, it is wrong to assume that 

senators here want to instigate antisemitism, that is not the intent of this 

bill. This is not a war on ideologies it is about supporting an issue that 

students and many people feel strongly about. Today this is the issue that 

we are dealing with, and it is under careful consideration. We would never 

pass a bill that would cause harm to a group, and it is wrong to assume 

that is something we want to do. This is an issue, and we have a voice that 

we are trying to use it ethically. I feel bad that it has been misconstrued.  

xxxi. Sen. Morales-Coonrad: I want to go back on this narrative that not 

everything is political. Going to this school is political, and it is political to 

everyone here that we are here on this campus today. I think it is a shame 

to say that it is not okay to be political and to not do something about the 

beliefs of the people we represent. I have talked to senators about using 

opportunities like this to not just divest from places that commit awful 
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human crimes, it could bring in so many other companies such as small 

local and POC owned business that would benefit from the attention that 

OSU could give them. 

xxxii. Sen. Rowe: First, I wanted to address the idea that we should bring this to 

the JC and OGC. There are no legal quandaries that OGC would need to 

be involved for as far as I can tell. The JC’s role is much more about after 

bills have passed. In statute they get two weeks after a bill has passed to 

on their own initiative, review the bill and they have done so on bills the 

senate has passed. This should not preemptively stifle what the senate may 

want to do. Achieving ethical investment is not easy, and we are playing 

by the book here compared to what other student governments have done. 

People on this campus have chained themselves to buildings risking their 

opportunity to go to this university. We have to be willing to push the 

edges of what people are telling us to do, in order to get change done. One 

bill addresses the whole issue of ethical spending and protest, and I do not 

see why we would only want to pass one or another. I really appreciate 

gallery members coming and taking the time to be here. With concerns 

regarding bias of the bill, this bill does not require that one country is 

targeted or even one cause. The point of peaceful protest applies to 

everyone in this room. You should have the right to free speech, no matter 

who you are, and I think that these points are generally unbiased. 

Regarding the effectiveness of the bill, I would like to point out that this 

bill creates a committee which then makes the actual decisions of what to 

divest from. HP directly funds the Israeli military, buying another printer 

may be the only power students have to change something. On the number 

of bills, just one word: bureaucracy. The second thing is that this bill 

technically acts as a follow-up to SR-83.10, and a committee can do 

exactly what this bill says. We are following up on stuff the senate passed 

last year. By not investing in either Hamas or Israel, that is actually 

impartiality and what this bill aims to do. I hope that clears up some 

concerns or confusion on the bill.  

xxxiii. Vice President Kowash: What does compensation look like for the 

committee? 

xxxiv. Sen. Rowe: Currently it is voluntary and I would love for them to get paid. 

It is something we can look at funding in future years.  

xxxv. Sen. Knox: I was also on the senate last spring when this issue first came 

to ASOSU. The fact that we have consistently had high levels of turnout 

shows that there is a high level of student concern and there may be a need 

for future discussions. With that in mind, a committee that can discuss this 

is what is needed to allow everyone to have their voices heard. 

Establishing a set of ethical guidelines does not have to be just about this 

conflict, but others as well. My one hesitation is that it does seem to give a 
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lot of power in appointment to the senate pro-tempore, and I think there 

should be more discussion about it. I can see there may be a conflict, and 

there is a chance that one person making up the committee could limit the 

input of diverse ideas. I think there could be a better way that these are 

outlined. I would love to see this committee happen, because both sides of 

the issue do matter.  

xxxvi. Sen. Rowe: That is a valid concern, the model is what was picked for the 

steering committee. The way I went about appointing that committee was 

talking with the community and seeing who their recommendations were. 

The committee self-appoints after that initial point. I am not totally 

opposed to having other voices but it does take a lot of time and if we 

want to get this in time for fee deliberations on January 11th, I would 

prefer a committee that would be able to make a quick decision. 

xxxvii. Sen. Durr: This is a concern I had brought up with you a while ago, you 

mentioned specifically HP printers. HP does a lot more for this 

universities than just providing printers, and how are you going to make 

sure that this committee is neutral and making sure they do what is best for 

students. There is a clear pipeline for jobs, and how are we going to ensure 

that we don't destroy relations like that with the committee? 

xxxviii. Sen. Rowe: This bill only affects ASOSU funds and is not coming from 

the OSU administration which is usually who HP makes deals with. It is 

unfortunate that these larger expenditures that students might deem 

unethical cannot be affected. Additionally, anything passed by the 

committee has to go through the senate again, and it would be a 

recommendation of what they think are the most pressing and doable 

things to not spend money on. 

xxxix. Sen. Durr: Did you want to say that you wanted this rolling before fee 

deliberations in January? That is a tight timeline. 

xl. Sen. Rowe: I imagine for FY26, this will be an incomplete 

recommendation. But then this committee will meet for the entire next 

year to make a more comprehensive recommendation. If we had the time 

and resources to have a complete recommendation that would be great, but 

some change is better than none. Definitely bring more concerns to me if 

you have them. 

xli. Sen. Allen: It is important to hear both sides of the story and hear 

concerns and support. I want to point to the fact that this bill does not 

exclude folks and could be leveraged on both sides, to advocate for 

different divestments. It is important for us to hear these concerns and 

recognize that this can be used for a variety of issues. Change can be scary 

but it does not take place without some discomfort. It is important to note 

that we are neutral in the decision making process and that silence and 

complacency can actually cause more harm than good. 
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xlii. Sen. Ikehara: I wanted to echo what a lot of other senators have said. The 

fact that not making a decision on the bill is not a neutral stance. It is still 

very political, and this bill in general would be good for increasing 

transparency and responsible investing on other issues as well. When 

talking about how it may impact our ability to access things such as a 

stapler, and I think that we are privileged to be in a position to do that. A 

lot of people worry for their safety and ability to stay alive the next day. 

We are all in a unique position to be able to make a change.  

xliii. Sen. Raschkes: I am hearing that we have to be neutral, and apparently to 

be neutral we have to take the side of Hamas. People that are saying that 

we should support local businesses, but I can’t name a local business that 

makes semi-conductors. I think it is taking it a step further than what is 

stated in this bill. Regarding the progressivisms in the Middle East, in one 

nation you can wave a rainbow flag, and that is how they celebrate pride 

day. In the other, it is celebrated with swords and stones, there is a clear 

difference. Local businesses do not have the supplies of what you are 

trying to divest from. A lot of job opportunities for the students we are 

supposed to represent depend on this. A lot of students are focused on 

more local concerns, such as the student fees and what impacts them the 

most. We are not U.S. senators and if we were to divest from them they 

will still be in business and issue will not be solved. 

xliv. Sen. Knox: Let's just say that this bill passes and we are at fee 

deliberations, once that recommendation is written. What would that fee 

bill look like? 

xlv. Sen. Rowe: It is to give the working group power to determine how they 

want to write the fee bill. The ethics committee has requested that we do 

not invest money into these companies, that is considered fiscal 

divestment. Departments have to report where certain money goes. This is 

largely what point three is mentioning, it also leaves it it open with 5 other 

legislative or fiscal actions to pursue the implementation of ethical 

procurement standards. This could be as lowkey as saying “we promise to 

do this, the senate believes you, it is a done deal” or it could be senate 

saying “If you spend X amount of money you lose that money next year”. 

Maybe it is a bit more comprehensive and more money needs to be 

allocated to offset these concerns and that is something the group can 

propose. We can have a working group and a variety of options, and we 

are not locked in by passing this bill. 

xlvi. Sen. Knox: This has to be done by the fee-setting process so that units 

could potentially ask for an increase in their budget? It seems that that 

would be the only concern to have it be made to be done by the fee-setting 

time.  

xlvii. Sen. Rowe: I think we could do it later in the year. The idea is that when 
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we are allocating money that should not go there, if we have that 

recommendation, we can remove that money or move it elsewhere. 

Second, it is better practice that when you give someone money you give 

them caveats as well. Essentially giving a notice as we allocate it. So that 

was the hope of doing this before the fee-setting process. 

xlviii. Sen. Knox: What if the senate passes the recommendation but the unit 

expresses they do not believe it is a feasible ask, are you suggesting there 

is a penalty? How enforceable is it to defund a unit, does the senate have 

the power to do that?  

xlix. Sen. Rowe: Come June 1, we cannot threaten it the moment the Board of 

Trustees approves it. We can give them warnings that the money will be 

threatened in the next fiscal year. Say that if you violate the conditions on 

a set of money, then there is something in statute that could automatically 

penalize you for the next fiscal year. Or it could just be a written statement 

by the senate saying there could be repercussions for not following the 

recommendation in the next fiscal year. 

l. Sen. Knox: In the recommendation would they be given a timeline to 

allow for changes? 

li. Sen. Rowe: Yes, and that is what the working group will do is to find out 

what the timeline should be. If we pass a fee bill in February, that gives 

almost half of a year, and for a lot of expenditures that is a good notice. If 

more time is needed, it could be allocated in the fee bill. 

lii. Sen. Eckman: How exactly will the committee research this? 

liii. Sen. Rowe: They will have to work with the unit managers and an 

investigation into what are problematic potential expenditures, and a lot of 

that research and work should be done by the committee. It would be a list 

of criteria that would be talked about with budget managers and others  

and going from there to provide recommendations. It will largely be 

meetings, but it could also be a list of direct expenses, and I think there are 

a couple of ways to go about it. 

liv. Sen. Eckman: Will the committee be required to provide alternatives? 

lv. Sen. Rowe: I hope that they would, but it is not required in statutes. 

lvi. Sen. Eckman: I can see that this committee could potentially provide or 

draft resolutions in the fall time and then the senate could offer them as 

budget priorities.  

lvii. Sen. Rowe: This is a part of the statutes I would like to see grow and 

change over the next year. This committee meets all year round and the 

appointments last past the session, so that there is a better more long-term 

process. 

lviii. Sen. Durr ceded time to Dylan Perfect 

lix. Dylan Perfect, SFC At-Large: I want to share some material facts as a 

member of the SFC and as the chair of the organizing committee that 
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authored this bill. There is no commitment to any sort of incentives or 

penalties, that is an option the committee could recommend but any would 

have to be approved by the senate. I do have some history with regards to 

with what the legal landscape looks like for the purposing of fee 

allocations. We allocate lump sums to units, and it would be incorrect to 

assert that the indices need to follow to the exact amount that is projected. 

The purpose for which funds are allocated does need to be broadly 

complied with, which is the basic idea of fraud. There is some 

maneuverability around that, and some sort of incentive structure wouldn't 

be a bad way to have more control over budgets. The senate has primarily 

a fiscal ability rather than an operational control of the units. Hopefully 

that provides some context but that is my understanding of how the 

committee could proceed. 
lx. Sen. Durr: I share some of the concerns that Nathan has and I think that 

this is kind of what the taskforce is for. They come with a 

recommendation, and it comes back to us, so it is ultimately still up to us. I 

am having a hard time getting over this timeline issue. If we have 1-2 

more meetings until we meet January 7th, do you want the 

recommendation to be ready by then? 

lxi. Sen. Rowe: No, the report is due Jan 11th from the committee. They 

would have to do some work during the weeks when senate does not meet. 

If the timeline is such a big issue maybe it recommends one product that 

units should not invest in. But if they are able to do some work and make a 

list of 10-15 things, then they can do that. We are not locked in either way 

upon the passage of this bill. 

lxii. Sen. Durr: It is good to hear that. It is hard to imagine that we would have 

a good list after only a certain number of weeks. There is a lot more that 

goes into this than just saying this company is bad, and these things are 

complex.  

lxiii. Sen. Rowe: Maybe it can make a recommendation that would ultimately 

be up to how much the committee can get done, and maybe a lot of work 

can get done so we see some cool results, and maybe not. 

lxiv. Sen. Gomez Silva: This bill is to be put in place to not spend money on 

companies that are quite literally funding a genocide. Literal lives are 

being taken away, these internships and jobs won't be. We in this room are 

privileged enough to be living and breathing right now. I can count on one 

hand when we have not talked about the student incidental fee or anything 

effecting students' money on a local level. We were all voted here for a 

reason and at this university there are Palestinian and Israeli students, and 

this bill is not taking away or giving extra to either.  

lxv. Sen. Pearson:I would like to remind people that as we are looking into 

this idea, what is our long-term goal? The goal isn't just to permanently 
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stop engaging with XYZ, rather that whatever company stop contributing 

to whatever harms. This is not the idea that there is any attack on jobs or 

internships, however, the goal here was that these organizations would 

stop engaging in the harms. We would be working to build better 

opportunities in the future, with companies that transitioned away from 

these harms. Students could be contributing their labor to a better cause. 

At the same time, we are not the ones dealing with the money that goes to 

those companies. If this year it all falls apart, we will be in the exact same 

spot as we would be if we did not pass it, except that next year we will 

have the committee together to be able to do it. Concerns about the 

timeline would be letting perfect be the enemy of good, and if we can do 

something we should. The worst-case scenario is that they fail to get us 

anything we would still be in a better spot because change would be 

possible next year.  

lxvi. Sen. Knox: I would like to see more work done on the fact of just one 

person being able to appoint the committee. Potentially having anyone 

who is interested being allowed to join the committee, and having elected 

leadership within there. Students should be allowed to speak and have a 

say and that would be preferred. I do think that you do run the risk of 

perhaps becoming an echo chamber, I think that is something I would like 

to see changed. 

lxvii. Sen. Durr ceded time to Ben Adams 

lxviii. Ben Adams: I find it frustrating that people are acting is if there was 

consultation in the creation of this bill. Whatever your opinion, you have 

to understand that there is a trust gap. This keeps happening and we come 

and you thank us for our perspective and it happens again. I do not think 

people here are trying to be hurtful but it feels like carelessness that keeps 

happening. The reason that I am here tonight is because I got a call from 

several people last night, because I was someone who has previously 

spoken about this issues and they did not have time to be here on such 

short notice. If you are going to be a representative body, you have to 

consult people that disagree with you. You talked to people who already 

agree with you and who shared your perspective. Is it crazy to think that 

other people feel that a committee that is going to be appointed by the 

same group of people might not include their perspectives? I know a lot of 

you, and I know you are not bad people, but this keeps happening. 

Whenever people do show up, the vibe of the senate feels as if we are just 

given the opportunity to be ignored. Tonight, after the gallery members 

stated their public comments, one senator went through for 20-minutes 

and talked about every single thing that she disagreed with and no other 

senator did that with any other gallery comment. That is something that 

people should be aware of and I am sorry but that is just how I feel. 
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lxix. Sen. Lau ceded 2-minutes to a Gallery Member 

lxx. Gallery Member, Sophia: Hello, I am a third-year student, I have been 

working for local peace, justice, and community organizations. I am also a 

Jewish student and lost a cousin last month in the Israel-Palestine conflict. 

In my time working for this social justice organization, I have heard 

extensively from both sides of the encampment. Due to our proximity, a 

lot of resources at that time, were dedicated to providing sustenance and 

sanctuary to those who were at the encampment. Sanctuary is when our 

space cannot be entered by police without a warrant, so we were a home to 

those who were participating with that. My workplace is a 501 C3 charity 

and our funds are used to feed hungry students as well as support local 

justice initiatives in the Corvallis community. Our funds and resources 

were divested from these causes and feeding the privileged Oregon State 

Students who chose to leave their homes and to sleep in tents on campus. I 

wonder if any Israeli or Palestinian would support us as privileged 

university students in a small Oregonian town that they will never hear of, 

living in tents when those in the Middle East are fighting for their lives 

daily. I feel like I have spent a lot of time with those who support Palestine 

and understanding their perspective. I also wanted to share that one of the 

gallery members who spoke here today in support of this bill has 

expressed antisemitic statements both verbally and over social media. I 

appreciate the sentiments of both Sen. Raschkes and Sen. Durr in saying 

that we are a campus community and not a U.S. Senate. As a Jewish 

student I can say that passing this bill is a step back in time, and I know 

this is not a feeling that is unique for me. Passing this bill opens the 

floodgates to a wave of antisemitism that makes this campus that I love 

and appreciate an unsafe space. I urge you not to support this bill without 

first putting yourself in the shoes of a Jewish student on campus. Thank 

you.   

lxxi. Sen. Lau: Outreach committee will be tabling next Tuesday in the dining 

hall from 4:30-6, and I think it is important that we engage with students 

by showing up to these meetings and being present. I encourage senators 

to come and encourage people to come in advance to us, so that we can 

gather student input before it gets put on the agenda. 

lxxii. Sen. Raschkes: Peace in the Middle East will not begin in Corvallis, 

Oregon. I have had students come up to me that are LGBTQ and say that 

the environment here at Oregon State is very hostile to them because they 

are Jewish. We should consider all voices and listen to all sorts of diverse 

perspectives, and we should be careful on how we vote on this bill. 

Personally, I would just prefer to vote no.  

lxxiii. Sen. Becquer: When did the process of drafting this start?  

lxxiv. Sen. Rowe: Pen hit paper within the week, but the idea of the committee 
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has been for a few weeks. Right before the meeting I got word that the bill 

is supported by the OSU Palestine Solidarity Coalition and it was also not 

just authored by me.  

lxxv. Sen. Rowe motioned to add on the Supported by line “OSU Palestine 

Solidarity Coalition” and add to the authored line “OSU Student Workers 

Organizing Committee”, seconded by Sen. Pearson.  

VIII) Committee Reports 

a. Budgets 

i. Sen. Eckman: We worked on figuring out where to find the information 

for the budget reports, and then we also did unit updates. 

b. Student Government 

i. Sen. Knox: We discussed the reviewing of JC appointments, and what 

might be criteria by which to evaluate potential candidates. Maybe 

because it is a rolling application, we discussed sending an email 

confirming interest and discussed the potential of publicizing the decision 

to potentially having more candidates.  

c. Campus Improvements 

i. Sen. Durr: We had a meeting with the library building manager and she is 

already doing that so we will be writing legislation on that. Working on 

sending out emails to building managers and we will hopefully have those 

out by tomorrow. 

d. Outreach 

i. Sen. Rowe: Did review on student suggestion station in the MU. The form 

has gotten 3 submissions since we have taken office, hoping to get more 

engagement. Tabling west dining hall every other week, show up if you 

can. Trying to work more with the executive team to publish senate stuff. 

e. Standing and Special Rules Committee 

i. Sen. Pearson: We did not meet quorum, planning to see if people want to 

put another meeting on the agenda for this Sunday in hopes we can get 

stuff worked out from SB-84.14 and to clarify that out.  

IX) Gallery Comments 

a. There were no Gallery Comments. 

X) Old Business 

a. There was no Old Business. 

XI) President of the Senate Announcements 

a. Senate on 11/26  

b. VEO group ride – weekday around 5pm seems to be the best time, which days' 

work best? 
i. Possibly doing earlier than 5, too dark out. 4pm on Tuesday the 3rd. 

c. Abstentions in voting should only be used for personal conflicts of interest 

pertaining to a piece of legislation 

i. I cannot tell you how to vote, you can abstain for any number of reasons. 
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If there is confusion, ask those questions. You are here to represent the 

student voice, use abstentions intentionally. 

d. Add advisors and branch leaders to whom a bill will be sent to. 

e. Attend office hours! Let me know if you won't be able to make it.  

XII) Gallery Comments 

a. There were no gallery comments. 

XIII) Senator Comments 

a. Sen. Morales-Coonrad motioned to amend the 10/29 Meeting Minutes written 

adjournment time from 6:58 to 7:58, seconded by Sen. Pearson. 

XIV) Advisor Comments  

a. Simonet Keri: The owl picks up on everything, and when we go on breaks it is a 

live mic. I think someone needs to write a resolution making “Please don’t look at 

my feet” the official saying of the ASOSU senate.  

Adjournment 9:57 pm. 

 

 


