ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

SB-83.19

“Senate Committee Membership Bill”
(Bill to create a process by which non-Senate members may serve on Senate standing
committees)

SUMMARY
This bill seeks to establish a mechanism by which members of the ASOSU not serving in the
Senate, including members at-large, may formally serve on Senate standing committees. This bill
upholds existing statute surrounding the President of the Senate’s role in the assignment of
committee members.

WHEREAS No mechanism exists by which members of the ASOSU not serving on the Senate,
including ASOSU members at-large, may formally serve on Senate standing
committees.

WHEREAS Title 1 Section 3.C.a of the ASOSU statutes establishes a mechanism by which
members of the ASOSU not currently serving in the Senate, including ASOSU
members at-large, may serve on Senate special committees. As such, precedent has
been established for members apart from the ASOSU Senate to serve on Senate
committees in a formal capacity.

WHEREAS The President of the Senate is responsible for the assignment of committee
membership to Senate standing committees, as per Appendix A Rule 1.B.d.ii of the
ASOSU statutes.

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE ASOSU THAT:

Immediately upon passage, Appendix A Rule 5.C of the ASOSU statutes be amended to include
the following text:

“g. The Chair or Vice Chair of a Senate standing committee may initiate a vote to formally add
members to the committee, so long as the committee would retain a majority of Senators.
That is, there shall be more Senators than non-Senators on the committee. In addition, such
additions may only take place if the member in question has been actively engaged with the
committee prior to their addition. Confirmation of the addition requires a majority vote of
all committee members in attendance, followed by approval from the President of the
Senate. The committee Chair or Vice Chair shall inform the President of the Senate of the
passing vote during committee reports at the next scheduled Senate meeting. At that time,
there may be discussion, and the President of the Senate shall choose to either approve or
veto the addition. Non-Senators added to Senate standing committees shall be bound to the
following:



1. Non-Senators shall have voting rights and equal say on decisions made within
the committee.

11. Non-Senators shall not be compensated for their time in the committee.
1il. Non-Senators are subject to removal at any time by the President of the Senate.
1v. Non-Senators shall count towards quorum if and only if the majority of quorum is

comprised of Senators.

This resolution shall be sent to:

Keri Simonet, ASOSU Advisor

Carissa O’Donnell, ASOSU President
Dakota Canzano, ASOSU Vice President
Noa Stoll, ASOSU President Pro Tempore
Kari Hoy, ASOSU Records Clerk
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