SR 83.07

Empowering hijabi women in water

“Bill to enact a swim night for Hijabi women”

SUMMARY

Recognizing the importance of inclusivity and accessibility in student activities, the need to
acknowledge the creation of a safe space for hijabi women to engage in swimming activities while
feeling comfortable and included is vital. Understanding the cultural and religious considerations that
may inhibit hijabi women from participating in traditional swim events, therefore this resolution aims to

enact a dedicated swim night for hijabis and women alike.

WHEREAS Social exclusion and alienation, bolstered by the threat of safety for Hijabi women, impares

people’s basic psychological needs. For individuals experiencing chronic ostracization,
their feelings of resignation and depression are raised, preventing academic and social
success while encouraging resignation from higher education. Wesselmann, E. D. (2020,
July 10). The Link Between Racial Discrimination and Social Exclusion | SPSP. The
Society for Personality and Social Psychology. Retrieved April 3, 2024, from
https://spsp.org/news-center/character-context-blog/link-between-racial-discrimination-
and-social-exclusion

WHEREAS Oregon State University’s Institutional Diversity organization has established Innovate &

Integrate: Plan for Inclusive Excellence in 2018, and continuing on today. Progress within
these goals requires systems to acknowledge and work to support all students. Oregon State
University Institutional Diversity. (n.d.). Innovate & Integrate: Plan for Inclusive
Excellence | Institutional Diversity. Institutional Diversity. Retrieved April 3, 2024, from
https://diversity.oregonstate.edu/strategic-plan

WHEREAS Modesty is an integral aspect of Islam for many practicing Muslims. It is important for

OSU to support the religious practice of all students. Hijabi women deserve a space to feel
safe, comfortable, and included on campus within their religion and activities that may be
more accessible to other groups. Ismail, M. (2021, August 5). Haya': More Than Just
Modesty in Islam. Yaqeen Institute. Retrieved April 3, 2024, from
https://yageeninstitute.org/read/paper/haya-more-than-just-modesty

WHEREAS Rec Sports and the aquatics team have already committed to start a swimming

empowerment hour for women and ASOSU support would help boost engagement and
show solidarity with OSU Diversity and Inclusion plan.



BE IT HEREBY ENACTED BY ASOSU THAT:

ASOSU shall collaborate with the Rec Sports and the Aquatics team to designate a specific night each
week for hijabi women to access the swimming facilities and provide female lifeguards. The
empowerment hour swim night shall be exclusively reserved for hijabi women and other women,
ensuring a safe and inclusive environment free from judgment or discomfort.

BE IT HEREBY ORDERED THE ASOSU THAT UPON PASSAGE

This bill be sent to:

Carissa O’Donnell, ASOSU President

Dakota Canzano, ASOSU Vice President

Noa Stoll, ASOSU Senate Pro Tempore

Kari Hoy, ASOSU Records Clerk

Keri Simonet, ASOSU Faculty Advisor

Troy Snow, Associate Director of Operations and Initiatives Rec Sports
Nate Hill, Aquatics Coordinator Rec Sports

Authored by:

Narmeen Rashid, ASOSU Senator
Lauren Camou, ASOSU Senator
Nathan Schmidt, SFC Liaison
Sponsored By:

Senator Sarah Khan

Approved by:

Dakota Canzano, ASOSU Vice-President
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