
 
ASOSU Senate Fee Deliberation #2  

February 21st, 2024 | 5:00pm 
President of the Senate 

Dakota Canzano 
SEC 288  

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I. Roll Call/Quorum ~ 5:00 

a. Sen. Maia Brown  

b. Sen. Hailey Brown 

c. Sen. Olivia Cartwright (Olive) 

d. Sen. Chandler Donahey  

e. Sen. Elizabeth Eckman 

f. Sen. Jamie Hamlin 

g. Sen. Katyayani Karlapati  

h. Sen. Ayodola Kayode-Popoola  

i. Sen. Sarah Khan 

j. Sen. Kaitlyn Kim 

k. Sen. Teaghan Knox 

l. Sen. Camryn Lau 

m. Sen. Sara McDonald  

n. Sen. Erica Nyarko  

o. Sen. Carolyn Pearce 

p. Sen. Audrey Porter 

q. Sen. Narmeen Rashid 

r. Sen. Noa Stoll  

II. Swearing in of Senators/Proxies  

a. There were no Senators or proxies to swear in. 

III. Approval of Minutes 

a. The minutes were approved as written. 

IV. Approval of Agenda 

a. The agenda was approved as written. 

V. Gallery Comments 



a. Audrey Schlotter: I am the PR and outreach director. I have been working on 

several things, such as a Valentines event which received positive feedback, 

posting on different social media platforms, interviews with students, and finally 

publicizing advertisements about the different branches and their meetings. We 

are planning an event on March 7th to judge t-shirt designs and finding other 

forms of outreach. 

b. Emerson Pearson: I am disappointed about the lack of transparency after last 

week’s cancellation. We were not updated until far later than was promised, and 

we did not hear what the safety concern actually was, which could have put many 

people in danger.  

i. VP Canzano: I apologize, we did all we could. 

VI. New Business ~ 6:30  

a. There was no new business. 

VII. Old Business 

a. SB 83.18 - Cost-of-Living Adjustment 

i. VP Canzano: We have received a writ about the cost-of-living bill that 

was introduced, and the JC decided we should table it indefinitely. 

1. Sen. Donahey: The JC recommended that we table this bill and go 

through mediation instead.  

ii. Sen. Hailey Brown: What is the mediation process? 

1. Colin Carmichael: If the Senate does not support fee bills, they 

can vote it down and send it to mediation with recommendations 

for amendments. Various members then go through each 

amendment and send it back to the Senate. 

iii. Sen. Karlapati: So, if we pass this bill, what will happen? 

1. Colin Carmichael: If you pass each fee bill, there will be no 

amendments. We recommend you all against passing the cost-of-

living adjustment because the Senate cannot amend the fee bills at 

this point.  

2. Sen. Donahey: I may have misspoke. 

3. Colin Carmichael: In our decision, we looked at the governing 

documents and the Office of General Counsel because the 

mediation process is in place to amend fee bills. 

iv. Sen. Knox: What is the Office of General Counsel? 

1. Colin Carmichael: They are counsel for the university who have 

legal knowledge for these kinds of situations. They recommended 

this decision to us. 

v. Sen. Lau: Is the bill equivalent to a decision package for each unit? 

1. Sen. Donahey: The bill as written does not amend the other fee 

bills; it is a funding request. 
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2. Colin Carmichael: We recommended tabling this bill because it 

operates as an amendment to the monetary value of fee bills. It can 

act as a recommendation for potential mediation committees.  

vi. Sen. Kim: What are our options? 

1. Colin Carmichael: You can table this bill, vote down the fee bills, 

and send them to mediation for amendments based on this bill. If 

you vote for or against this bill, it will violate the rules in place in 

the governing documents. 

vii. Sen. Karlapati: What if we vote in support of this bill? 

1. Colin Carmichael: This would create an issue with the governing 

documents. If you vote the fee bills down, you can change the 

monetary values in mediation. 

2. VP Canzano: I encourage you all to follow the JC’s opinion on 

this.  

viii. Sen. Audrey Porter: Can we have a copy of the decision? 

1. Colin Carmichael: Yes. 

ix. Sen. Rashid moved to enter a 5-minute reading period. Sen. Porter 

seconded. 

1. The motion passed. 

x. Colin Carmichael: I wanted to clarify a few points. The Senate cannot 

vote on this bill tonight. You can vote the fee bills down and amend them 

in mediation or approve them. The JC is the final authority on this matter 

and this opinion is binding per the constitution. The meeting was public, 

and we followed all meeting laws, so this is the final decision. 

xi. Sen. Pearce: Just to clarify: we cannot vote on this bill, but we can go 

through each bill and pass or fail them to send them to mediation. 

1. VP Canzano: We can do a straw poll vote. If you vote in favor of 

it, the fee bills are heard and mediated and can be sent to mediation 

to take on the recommendation of SB-83.18. If you vote against it, 

the fee bills are heard and voted on as normal. 

xii. Sen. Donahey: Would this straw poll vote be binding? 

1. VP Canzano: Yes.  

xiii. Sen. Hamlin moved to enter discussion. Sen. Khan seconded. 

xiv. Sen. Karlapati: If we table this now, can we vote on it later tonight? 

1. VP Canzano: No, we will be tabling it indefinitely. 

xv. Sen. Lau: So, if we table this indefinitely, will we just go through the rest 

of the bills as normal? What binds each unit to whatever decision we 

make? 

1. Colin Carmichael: If the Senate votes down these bills, the $16.65 

bill could serve as a recommendation for other bills, and they could 

be amended further. 



xvi. Sen. Hailey Brown: If we do a straw poll vote and the majority votes in 

support of it, then we are just in support of this or are we not passing it? 

1. Colin Carmichael: If the straw poll vote is yes and the fee bill 

passes as written, then there is a discrepancy. Bills must be sent to 

mediation in order to amend the fee amounts. 

xvii. Sen. Pearce: So, we basically cannot do anything with this bill, but we 

can table it and use the straw poll vote to signify our agreement with it? 

1. VP Canzano: Yes. 

xviii. Sen. Karlapati: Can we still vote on each individual bill even if we 

support this in the straw poll vote? 

1. Sen. Donahey: Is our straw poll vote binding then if we can still 

vote on each fee bill? 

2. Sen. Stoll: The straw poll vote is nonbinding, but just tells us how 

we are feeling about this in general.  

3. Sen. Kim: Does the straw poll vote decide how we proceed? 

4. VP Canzano: Yes, but it is essentially a temperature check. 

5. Sen. Stoll: We should move forward based on however we vote in 

this straw poll vote. 

xix. Sen. Lau: So, can we only table this? 

1. VP Canzano: Yes. 

xx. Sen. Hamlin moved to enter gallery comment. Sen. Karlapati seconded. 

xxi. Dylan Perfect: I just wanted to share that I believe this body may be 

taking the JC’s opinion over the Office of the General Counsel. It was said 

that the JC decisions and interpretations are final, but there are ways 

around this as provided by the OGC. I asked the OGC this question: “If 

the JC interprets a provision of the ASOSU Constitution in a particular 

way, does this provide any degree of legal protection against claims the 

ASOSU has failed to comply with its governing structures, as the result of 

the JC being a constitutionally established mechanism in its own right? Or 

is this somewhat irrelevant outside of ASOSU’s internal administrative 

affairs?” They answered: “No Oregon appellate court decision has 

considered your question or anything like it in the context of a recognized 

student government of a public university.  There is considerable case law, 

however, concerning the amount of deference that a reviewing court 

should accord to an Oregon administrative agency’s interpretation of its 

own rules.  But those cases deal with state agencies subject to the Oregon 

Administrative Procedures Act (APA). Since 2014, OSU has not been 

subject to the APA. While not directly on point for OSU, the Oregon APA 

cases articulate general principles of Oregon administrative law.  The 

leading case in the area of deference to an agency’s interpretation is in the 

Don't Waste Oregon case, the Oregon Supreme Court said that deference 

was owed to a plausible agency interpretation of its own rule where that 



interpretation "cannot be shown either to be inconsistent with the wording 

of the rule itself, or with the rule's context, or with any other source of 

law." 

xxii. SFC Chair Matteo Paola: You did amend a fee bill earlier in this 

process, so I am wondering if that will be undone in wake of this decision. 

1. President Carissa O’Donnell: The amendment made previously 

was about the language of the bill rather than the fee value.  

2. Sen. Donahey: I thought that the JC’s opinion was that we cannot 

amend fee bills at all. 

3. President Carissa O’Donnell: As long as you do not amend the 

monetary value of the fee, then it is okay. 

4. Colin Carmichael: The JC opinion says that monetary values or 

major provisions of a bill, meaning the value of the fee, cannot be 

amended. 

5. Sen. Karlapati: How did you decide this? 

6. Colin Carmichael: We based this on the existence of the 

mediation process, which exists specifically to amend fee bills. 

7. Sen. Karlapati: But how did you decide that only monetary values 

cannot be amended? 

8. Colin Carmichael: We chose to keep our scope narrow. The 

mediation process is in existence specifically to amend the values 

of fee bills. 

xxiii. Sen. Donahey: I am not sure that this bill amends other fee bills, it is 

simply another fee bill. 

1. Colin Carmichael: I can only refer to our binding opinion. 

2. Maya Sonpatki: We decided that mediation would be the way to 

go if you want to make changes to any bills based on our 

governing documents. 

3. Sen. Donahey: This bill still does not change the values of the fee 

bills. 

4. Sen. Pearce: This bill says it is a supplementary package. We need 

to follow the checks and balances, and we cannot overrule the 

process in place rather than using the process they are 

recommending that is in place specifically for this purpose. 

5. Sen. Donahey: I am not against moving into mediation, but I think 

there have been a lot of informational inconsistencies tonight. 

xxiv. Sen. Karlapati: I would like clarification on what this bill will do, 

whether it is a decision package or an amendment. 

1. Sen. Donahey: I intended for it to serve as a fee bill itself, not an 

amendment. 

xxv. Sen. Lau: How did you all come to this decision? 



1. Maya Sonpatki: We received this writ a few weeks ago but did 

not have adequate time to meet about it until now. We spoke about 

this yesterday per the time requirements of our positions. 

2. Sen. Lau: I did not see this in the Barometer as you stated earlier. 

xxvi. Sen. Porter: So, what is our next step? 

1. VP Canzano: We can take this straw poll vote and go from there. 

2. Sen. Hailey Brown: So, if we vote yes, we are in support of the 

$16.65 figure in this bill and can move into mediation if needed? 

3. VP Canzano: Yes. 

4. Sen. Stoll: Tabling this and taking the straw poll vote are two 

separate actions. 

xxvii. VP Canzano: We have to table this currently. We can take this straw poll 

vote and move on. 

xxviii. Sen. Stoll: The straw poll vote does not automatically send things to 

mediation, and we will still discuss all of these bills. 

xxix. Sen. Knox moved to enter gallery comment. Sen. Lau seconded. 

xxx. Emma Flick: I voted against the COLA in the SFC meetings to represent 

the needs of the Rec Sports unit. We need to follow the processes in place. 

My SAB was not able to thoroughly discuss the living wage resolution, so 

I could not support it. 

xxxi. Student, Ben: I wanted to speak to the importance of following 

constitutional procedures and its governing documents. 

xxxii. Joe Page: The bill being considered violates the JC’s opinion, so you can 

all take this straw poll vote and move on to each fee bill. Additionally, I 

believe this fee bill violates the governing documents and the SFC’s 

recommendation. 

xxxiii. SFC Chair Matteo Paola: The guidance from OGC tells us that the 

Senate can pass and amend fee bills on the floor, not that you would have 

to table this bill. I believe Joe Page did amend a fee bill on the floor when 

he was in the House of Representatives, which goes against the JC’s 

decision.  

xxxiv. Sen. Karlapati moved to enter a 5-minute recess. Sen. Eckman seconded. 

xxxv. Sen. Kim: Will this temperature check automatically send the other bills 

to mediation? 

1. VP Canzano: Yes. 

xxxvi. Sen. Knox: I encourage you all to separate this straw poll vote from other 

conversations or the idea of mediation. 

xxxvii. Sen. Karlpati: If we say yes, will we send them to mediation? 

1. VP Canzano: We will table this bill and take the straw poll vote, 

but we will still discuss them. 



2. Sen. Stoll: This is only a temperature check of how we are feeling 

about these bills. We then won’t have to discuss the idea of $16.65 

wage for each unit. 

xxxviii. Sen. Knox moved to table SB-83.18. Sen. Popoola seconded. 

1. The motion passed. 

xxxix. VP Canzano suspended the rules of the chair. Sen. Porter seconded. 

1. The motion passed. 

xl. Sen. Stoll moved to take a straw poll vote on SB-83.18. Sen. Porter 

seconded. 

1. The motion failed with 10 nays from Sen. Maia Brown, Se. Hailey 

Brown, Sen. Popoola, Sen. Kim, Sen. Nyarko, Sen. Pearce, Sen. 

Porter, Sen. Stoll, Sen. Khan, and Sen. McDonald; and 8 ayes 

from Sen. Cartwright, Sen. Donahey, Sen. Eckman, Sen. 

Karlapati, Sen. Knox, Sen. Lau, Sen. Hamlin, and Sen. Rashid. 

b. SB 83.09 - Intercollegiate Athletics 

i. VP Canzano moved to resume the rules of the chair. Sen. Porter 

seconded. 

ii. SFC Chair Matteo Paola: We recommend allocating funding to ASOSU 

instead of the athletics unit for the purpose of purchasing student tickets. 

iii. Sen. Eckman: In the future, can we provide more notice on the usage of 

student tickets? There was a record high for basketball tickets used this 

past weekend, but this is different from the allotted amount. 

1. Athletics Representative, Jackie: We can do this going forward 

for sports besides football in the future. 

iv. Sen. Pearce moved to enter a roll call vote on SB-83.09. Sen. Porter. 

1. The motion passed with 15 ayes from Sen. Maia Brown, Sen. 

Hailey Brown, Sen. Donahey, Sen. Eckman, Sen. Popoola, Sen. 

Kim, Sen. Knox, Sen. Lau, Sen. Nyarko, Sen. Pearce, Sen. 

Porter, Sen. Stoll, Sen. Hamlin, Sen. McDonald, and Sen. 

Rashid; 1 nay from Sen. Cartwright; and 2 abstentions from Sen. 

Karlapati and Sen. Khan. 

c. SB 83.10 - Associated Students of Oregon State University  

i. SFC Chair Matteo Paola: We recommended a base budget of $74.49 per 

student per term and the decision package is $1.42 per student per term. 

ii. Sen. Donahey: What is the amendment? 

1. SFC Chair Matteo Paola: The amendment changed the wording 

to make the athletics merge clearer.  

iii. Sen. Karlapati: Did the amendment change the monetary value of the 

bill? 

1. President Carissa O’Donnell: This is to clear an error made that 

duplicated the fee amount. 
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iv. Sen. Donahey: I wanted to thank Francis for helping me to understand the 

budget of this unit better. 

v. Sen. Knox: Can you provide some clarification on the graphic mentioning 

a certain amount for a decision package? 

1. Francis Pastorelle: We wanted to show that we are still giving 

money back to students.  

vi. Sen. Khan: I thought that we were expanding the number of student 

tickets, how is the fee going down? 

1. President Carissa O’Donnell: We are, but the base budget is 

decreasing. 

vii. Sen. Knox: I was wondering if there will be student input on the ticketing 

negotiations and process. 

1. President Carissa O’Donnell: Yes. We have a few ideas on how 

we would like this to look, and we want to include both students 

and student athletes in these discussions. 

viii. Sen. Cartwright: I know there has been an idea of paying a certain 

amount for a certain number of games attended because many students 

pay this fee but do not attend games. 

1. President Carissa O’Donnell: The process is not set in stone. We 

want to provide accessibility for all students, and if we were to 

have students paying different amounts it would cost other students 

more. 

2. Sen. Cartwright: I think students should be able to opt out of this 

or pay different amounts because this does create a significant cost. 

3. Sen. Porter: I know some students do feel that way about 

athletics, but students also pay for other units that they do not use. 

Demand for athletics is very high, so I think we should support it. 

4. Sen. Kim: It seems like this has only come to the forefront because 

their fee is transitioning to ASOSU. I think it is important to 

provide equal opportunity for students to attend games. 

5. Sen. Khan: I think this transfer to ASOSU will allow for more 

discussion and negotiation on this. 

ix. Sen. Pearce: I am in favor of this move because it allows us to evaluate 

how many tickets we need based on demand and will give students more 

clarity on where their fees are going.  

x. Sen. Cartwright: I completely hear these points, but it is a large cost to 

students, and we should try to keep the fee low. 

1. Sen. Karlapati: I agree that providing equal opportunity would be 

good, but if we could base these decisions on student usage and 

need in the future that would be helpful. 

2. Francis Pastorelle: Students will be more involved in this process 

because of this decision.  



xi. Sen. Eckman: What will these negotiations work if this budget goes to 

mediation? 

1. President Carissa O’Donnell: Nothing we do can be finalized 

until the board approves the budget we propose. 

xii. Sen. Pearce: Is there a possibility to decrease the cost of the advisor, say 

to a part time or GTA position? 

1. Francis Pastorelle: Only about half of the value of this decision 

package is for salary and the rest is required OPE. A GTA would 

cost about the same amount but for a fewer number of working 

hours. The exact position description has not been determined yet. 

The idea behind a second advisor comes from a need for 

continuity, so a full-time employee would provide this.  

xiii. Sen. Stoll: The amendment may not actually be necessary. 

xiv. Sen. Knox moved to enter gallery comment. Sen. Hamlin seconded. 

xv. Audrey Schlotter: I wanted to advocate for the second advisory position 

because of the workload put upon Keri and our other advisors. I think that 

athletics are inherently important to our school, and this would help give 

them a voice as well. This is a large price tag, but it provides equal access 

and opportunity for all students which is not the same for other bills or 

decisions, for example the family resource center. 

xvi. Sen. Pearce moved to enter into a roll call vote on SB-83.10. Sen. 

Cartwright seconded. 

1. The motion passed with 16 ayes from Sen. Maia Brown, Sen. 

Hailey Brown, Sen. Donahey, Sen. Eckman, Sen. Karlapati, Sen. 

Popoola, Sen. Kim, Sen. Lau, Sen. Nyarko, Sen. Pearce, Sen. 

Porter, Sen. Stoll, Sen. Hamlin, Sen. Khan, Sen. McDonald, and 

Sen. Rashid; and 2 nays from Sen. Cartwright and Sen. Knox. 

d. SB 83.11 - Student Experiences and Engagement  

i. SFC Vice Chair Sophia Nowers: We are recommending a base budget of 

$108.82 per student per term, and a decision package of $2.50 per student 

per term. 

ii. Sen. Kim: I am happy to support this after many students spoke in support 

of it as well. 

iii. Sen. Knox: I appreciate the discussion at our last meeting about wages. 

iv. Sen. Donahey: I think this decision package is very important, but I am 

disappointed in there being no wage increases. 

v. Sen. Donahey moved to enter gallery comment. Sen. Hamlin seconded. 

vi. Adison Rowe: I just want to echo the importance of this decision package 

but SEE employees do deserve to earn a living wage. A lot of clubs are 

desperate for this funding. 

1. Sen. Knox: I would like to support this decision package if this is 

to move to mediation. 
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vii. Sen. Khan: It is my understanding that wages in SEE will be adjusted 

based on inflation and the Portland minimum wage. 

1. Eric Beeler: We keep our wage at $1.25 above the state minimum 

wage, so we decided to keep our base wage at $15.90. Other 

subunits of SEE have different wages. 

viii. Sen. Rashid moved to enter a roll call vote for SB-83.11. Sen. Porter 

seconded. 

1. The motion passed with 9 ayes from Sen. Hailey Brown, Sen. 

Popoola, Sen. Nyarko, Sen. Kim, Sen. Pearce, Sen. Porter, Sen. 

Stoll, Sen. McDonald, and Sen. Rashid; 5 nays from Sen. 

Cartwright, Sen. Donahey, Sen. Eckman, Sen. Karlapati, amd 

Sen. Knox; and 4 abstentions from Sen. Hailey Brown, Sen. Lau, 

Sen. Hamlin, and Sen. Khan. 

e. SB 83.12 - Recreational Sports  

i. SFC Vice Chair Sophia Nowers: The SFC recommended $124.64 per 

student per term for the base budget, $0.17 per student per term for the 

first decision package, $1.01 per student per term for the second decision 

package, and $1.88 per student per term for the third decision package. 

ii. Sen. Hamlin: I want to voice support for this unit’s budget because of the 

usage and importance of the recreational sports facilities on campus.  

iii. Sen. Porter: I have spoken to students about these decision packages, and 

many students were excited about Dixon Rec opening an hour earlier. 

iv. Sen. Pearce: I am in support of these decision packages, specifically the 

building reserves package because this will ensure the longevity and 

usability of these spaces for all students. 

v. Nathan Schmidt: I want to voice my support for this unit’s budget and 

the unit as a whole. 

vi. Sen. Knox: Did the SAB get to discuss the $16.65 wage level in the past 

few weeks? 

1. Emma Flick: We only meet monthly because of scheduling 

conflicts and priorities. Our first meeting was cancelled because of 

the ice storm, and we did not have the time to discuss it at our last 

meeting because of other priorities.  

vii. Sen. McDonald: I think this unit has a lot to offer besides equipment for 

working out but provides many more skills and value. 

viii. Sen. Pearce moved to enter a roll call vote on SB-83.12. Sen. Hamlin 

seconded. 

1. The motion passed with 17 ayes from Sen. Maia Brown, Sen. 

Hailey Brown, Sen. Donahey, Sen. Eckman, Sen. Karlapati, Sen. 

Popoola, Sen. Kim, Sen. Knox, Sen. Lau, Sen. Nyarko, Sen. 

Pearce, Sen. Porter, Sen. Stoll, Sen. Hamlin, Sen. Khan, Sen. 

McDonald, and Sen. Rashid; and 1 nay from Sen. Cartwright. 
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f. SB 83.13 - Performing Arts 

i. SFC Chair Matteo Paola: The SFC is recommending a base budget of 

$8.68 per student per term, $0.39 per student per term for the first decision 

package, $0.75 for the second decision package per student per term, and 

$0.05 for the third decision package per student per term. 

ii. Sen. Hamlin: Some of us were wondering about decision package #3 and 

the cost for students to participate in tournaments for forensics programs. 

A tournament can cost a few thousand dollars total, but they do not send 

every student to every tournament to keep costs low.  

1. Connor Boring-Mackie: Out-of-region tournaments can cost 

between $4,000 to $5,000, and closer tournaments can cost 

between $1,500 to $3,000. They have not traveled internationally 

for tournaments, but this is typically funded through a separate 

endowment. 

2. Sen. Knox: How many students attend these? 

3. Connor Boring-Mackie: They typically send about 6 students to 

farther away tournaments, but they can send more to closer 

tournaments. We have 14-17 students in these groups.  

iii. Sen. Pearce: I am still confused as to why this is funded through the 

student fee. Other clubs and sports require membership fees so that they 

can attend competitions, so I am confused as to why these clubs are 

different. 

1. Connor Boring-Mackie: I cannot speak to the comparisons 

between the costs of these clubs and others on campus. We have to 

come to the SFC with this request because most of the 

participation in tournaments occur off campus and thus cannot be 

funded through SEE. These were some of the first clubs at OSU 

and they have been housed in different colleges and departments 

across campus over time. 

iv. Sen. Karlapati: How much money can a club ask for? 

1. Alexandria Granera: Clubs can receive $1,500 in closed org 

funding and $2,000 for special event funding. 

2. Sen. Karlapati: Had this been a club, why would you need the 

amount asked? 

3. Connor Boring-Mackie: Club funding cannot be used for many of 

the things that these groups need. The club had not previously 

asked for a budgetary increase because they did not need funding 

from Covid, but they are not back on track and need money for the 

previous year’s non-ask. 

v. Sen. Lau: I think this sets a negative precedent, and I am wondering if this 

group could find other funding avenues. 
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1. Connor Boring-Mackie: The small amount of funding that they 

already receive can fund things that the student fee could not. We 

would like this group to be housed in a more fitting funding 

stream. 

vi. Sen. Knox: I think the number of students benefitting from this is not 

proportional to the cost to students. I would like there to be other funding 

avenues. 

vii. SFC Vice Chair Sophia Nowers: I had these same questions. This group 

is in a unique place because of the history of the group in performing arts, 

but I think it would be unwise to make a decision against them at this time. 

1. Connor Boring-Mackie: This group has been around for about 50 

years and has had a strange history of funding and housing within 

the university. I recognize that this is a large budget item, but this 

program does have value for the students involved. 

viii. Sen. Karlapati: I understand the value of this club, but I would feel more 

comfortable if its cost fell within the funding range of other clubs.  

ix. Sen. Donahey moved to enter gallery comment. Sen. Cartwright 

seconded. 

x. Andy Arnold: I wanted to urge you all to support the performing arts. 

They are historically severely underfunded, and the majority of our 

funding goes towards the more expensive cost, reducing the capacity of 

our unit. This is a relatively inexpensive budget compared to others on the 

floor tonight, and it directly impacts the lives of students like me who 

want to pursue the performing arts in our careers. 

1. Sen. McDonald: I do not want to devalue this unit at all, but I 

guess I am confused as to why the group is not funded similarly to 

clubs. 

2. Connor Boring-Mackie: There are discussions about changing 

this about forensics, but club requirements—such as being on-

campus only—make it so. 

xi. Adison Rowe: I think forensics is very different from other clubs, and 

club funding would not allow for the needs of this group to be met.  

xii. Sen. Nyarko: I was confused as to how forensics fit into the incidental 

fee, but I do see the importance of this group and want to voice support for 

this decision package to provide these experiences for them. 

1. Connor Boring-Mackie: I have sent documents about the group 

to the SFC Chair and Vice Chair for distribution. This group has 

also won many awards and trophies over time. 

xiii. SFC Chair Matteo Paola: This is a very high level of scrutiny over a 

small fee compared to others. I think it makes sense for these groups to be 

housed in performing arts because of their similarities to theatre.  



xiv. Sen. Karlapati: I support the other decision packages, but I do worry 

about if this is fair to other clubs who do not receive the same amount of 

funding. 

xv. Sen. Knox: I know that this unit had mentioned that it would be in support 

of the living wage resolution, so I think we could use some clarity on your 

decisions around this. 

1. Connor Boring-Mackie: We found out that some students were 

not making the wages they were supposed to, but we sorted this 

out. We wanted to leave this decision to the SFC and the Senate, 

but ultimately, we do support fair student wages.  

xvi. Sen. Pearce: I think we do not understand what funding avenues have 

been explored for the forensics group.  

1. SFC Vice Chair Sophia Nowers: The total funding for this group 

is around $20,000, which is like what they spent last year but they 

did do some fundraising.  

2. Sen. Pearce: I think we should continue to support this group, but 

this conversation should continue so that we do not run into this 

issue in future years.  

3. Connor Boring-Mackie: In previous years, they have been funded 

through different colleges and departments. 

xvii. Sen. Khan: I know about the ins and outs of the funding of forensics 

groups in schools. It seems like they have had an increase in membership 

and are working to allow more engagement for students, so it would be 

unfair to defund this group now rather than allowing them to find other 

funding avenues at this time. 

1. Connor Boring-Mackie: We are open to further discussions about 

this, but I believe these conversations should happen outside of this 

process. 

xviii. Sen. Donahey: I do not think that voting this down would solve the issue. 

xix. Sen. Kim: What do you estimate the timeline to be for deciding what to 

do about this issue? 

1. Connor Boring-Mackie: Forensics has not asked for funding 

unless necessary in the past, so I am not sure if we would need 

another decision package for next year and I cannot determine an 

exact timeline. I think there is room for collaboration between 

other groups and we are open to this. 

xx. Sen. Stoll: I do not think we can solve this issue by voting this unit’s 

budget down. 

xxi. Sen. McDonald: I know that another group that practices off-campus and 

receives funding from the university in the way that forensics has not been 

able to. 



xxii. Sen. Porter moved to enter a roll call vote on SB-83.13. Sen. Donahey 

seconded. 

1. The motion passed with 15 ayes from Sen. Maia Brown, Sen. 

Hailey Brown, Sen. Cartwright, Sen. Donahey, Sen. Eckman, 

Sen. Karlapati, Sen. Popoola, Sen. Lau, Sen. Nyarko, Sen. 

Pearce, Sen. Porter, Sen. Stoll, Sen. Hamlin, Sen. McDonald, 

and Sen. Rashid; 1 nay from Sen. Knox; and 2 abstentions from 

Sen. Kim and Sen. Khan. 

g. SB 83.14 - Basic Needs Center 

i. SFC Chair Matteo Paola: There were no decision packages for this unit, 

so their budget is $21.64 per student per term.  

ii. Sen. Rashid moved to enter a roll call vote on SB-83.14. Sen. Porter 

seconded. 

1. The motion passed unanimously with 18 ayes from Sen. Maia 

Brown, Sen. Hailey Brown, Sen. Cartwright, Sen. Donahey, Sen. 

Eckman, Sen. Karlapati, Sen. Popoola, Sen. Kim, Sen. Lau, Sen. 

Nyarko, Sen. Pearce, Sen. Porter, Sen. Stoll, Sen. Hamlin, Sen. 

Khan, Sen. McDonald, and Sen. Rashid. 

h. SB 83.15 - Family Resource Center 

i. SFC Chair Matteo Paola: The base budget is $19.90 per student per 

term, the first decision package is $0.22 per student per term, and their 

second decision package is $1.73 per student per term. 

ii. Sen. Pearce: I appreciate the clarifications about this budget. 

iii. Sen. Eckman: I understand the second decision package much better, but 

I am worried about the first decision package and the amount of work 

needing to be done during different parts of the year. 

1. Erica, FRC Representative: We have a lot of work to be done in 

the summer, and they will average about 20 hours per week. 

iv. Sen. Lau: I understand the position in decision package #1, and you have 

already hired this individual and found funding to support this, so I am 

hoping for clarification on this. 

1. Amy, FRC Representative: We would use cash reserves for next 

year to fund this position. 

2. Erica, FRC Representative: This would only fund a few months 

for this position. 

v. Sen. Nyarko moved to enter a roll call vote on SB-83.15. Sen. Porter 

seconded. 

1. The motion passed with 13 ayes from Sen. Maia Brown, Sen. 

Hailey Brown, Sen. Cartwright, Sen. Donahey, Sen. Eckman, 

Sen. Popoola, Sen. Kim, Sen. Nyarko, Sen. Pearce, Sen. Porter, 

Sen. Stoll, Sen. McDonald, and Sen. Rashid; 2 nays from Sen. 
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Lau and Sen. Khan; and 3 abstentions from Sen. Karlapati, Sen. 

Knox, and Sen. Khan.  

i. SB 83.16 - Memorial Union 

i. SFC Vice Chair Sophia Nowers: The SFC recommendation is for a base 

budget of $91.84 per student per term, $0.66 per student per term for the 

first decision package, $1.07 per student per term for the second decision 

package, and $0.11 per student per term for the third decision package. 

ii. Sen. Pearce: How many hours per week would the first position be 

allowed to work? 

1. Deb Mott: This is a 0.5 position. We hope that this could increase 

the number of gallery exhibits displayed, which has decreased as 

the usage of the craft center has increased. We are not asking for 

full funding for this position. 

2. Sen. Pearce: Will students be able to learn from this person about 

their work? 

3. Deb Mott: We hope to allow art students to have input on the 

exhibits being displayed and for them to learn from them.  

iii. Sen. Porter moved to enter a roll call vote on SB-83.16. Sen. Hamlin 

seconded. 

1. The motion passed with 17 ayes from Sen. Maia Brown, Sen. 

Hailey Brown, Sen. Cartwright, Sen. Donahey, Sen. Eckman, 

Sen. Karlapati, Sen. Popoola, Sen. Kim, Sen. Lau, Sen. Pearce, 

Sen. Porter, Sen. Stoll, Sen. Hamlin, Sen. Khan, Sen. McDonald, 

and Sen. Rashid; and 1 abstention from Sen. Nyarko. 

j. SB 83.17 - Contingency and Supplementary Fund 

i. SFC Chair Matteo Paola: The SFC recommended a level of $0.10 per 

student per term to ensure that each unit can use funding for any 

emergency costs that arise.  

ii. Sen. Donahey moved to enter a roll call vote on SB-83.17. Sen. Pearce 

seconded. 

1. The motion passed with 17 ayes from Sen. Hailey Brown, Sen. 

Cartwright, Sen. Donahey, Sen. Eckman, Sen. Karlapati, Sen. 

Popoola, Sen. Kim, Sen. Lau, Sen. Nyarko, Sen. Pearce, Sen. 

Porter, Sen. Stoll, Sen. Hamlin, Sen. Khan, Sen. McDonald, and 

Sen. Rashid; and 1 abstention from Sen. Maia Brown. 

k. Mediation Committee Elections (if needed) 

VIII. President of the Senate Announcements 

a. Voting is open for the 2024 ASOSU Elections! Check your emails and cast a vote 

– your voice matters! 

IX. Gallery Comments 

a. There were no gallery comments. 

X. Senator Comments 
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a. There were no Senator comments. 

XI. Advisor Comments  

a. Keri Simonet: Great job! 

Adjournment ~ 9:00 

The meeting was adjourned in good order at 8:45PM. 


