ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

ASOSU Senate Meeting
Seventh In-Person Session of the 83™ Senate
November 2272023 | 6:00pm
President of the Senate
Dakota Canzano
SEC 288

I. Roll Call/Quorum ~ 6:00
Sen. Maia Brown
Sen. Hailey Brown
Sen. Olivia Cartwright (Olive)
Sen. Chandler Donahey
Sen. Elizabeth Eckman
Sen. Jamie Hamlin
Sen. Katyayani Karlapati
Sen. Ayodola Kayode-Popoola
Sen. Sarah Khan
Sen. Kaitlyn Kim
Sen. Teaghan Knox
Sen. Camryn Lau
. Sen. Sara McDonald
Sen. Erica Nyarko
Sen. Carolyn Pearce
Sen. Audrey Porter
Sen. Narmeen Rashid
Sen. Noa Stoll
I1. Approval of Minutes
a. The minutes were approved as written.
I11. Approval of Agenda
a. The agenda was approved as written.
IV.Gallery Comments
a. There were no gallery comments.
V. New Business ~ 6:10
a. Elections Packet
i. Sen. Stoll moves to enter a 5-minute reading period. Sen. Cartwright
seconds.
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ii. Sen. Pearce: I noticed that the senate should have 15 undergraduate
representatives and 3 graduate representatives. Why do we not have more
graduate students?

1. Paola: We intend on having this number of graduate students, but

the JC last year did not check to ensure this was met. This year, the
JC should review this.

2. Perfect: The review should happen this year to ensure we meet this

goal for next year.

3. Sen. Pearce: Are the numbers of representatives proportional to

the number of students enrolled?

4. Perfect: Yes. Now that the review is possible, the next senate

should better reflect the student body.

iii.  Sen. Cartwright: How will we ensure that we fill these graduate seats?

1. VP Canzano: We need to market these positions to graduate

students better.

2. Paola: We should perform more outreach with specific campus

groups, like CGE.

iv.  Sen. Pearce: What is the timeline for the elections packet?

1. VP Canzano: I am hoping we can vote on it today, but we can

review it over the next week if you all need.

v.  Sen. Stoll: The constitution does not require specific constituencies, but
we hope to create the opportunity.

vi.  Sen. Cartwright: Does this exclude international students who are not
eligible for employment in the U.S?

1. VP Canzano: They are allowed to run if they can work at the

university as a student employee.

vii.  Sen. Pearce: Some students are eligible only for work outside of the
university, and students are allowed to run for the senate without
compensation. Can we look at this language to make sure no one is
excluded or unsure?

1. Sen. Karlapati: I am in this position, so other students in this

situation can run.

viii. Sen. Pearce: Many candidates do not understand what “providing a
means of voting” to other students. Can we make this clearer?

1. VP Canzano: We will hold candidates accountable, and I will try
to make it clear in the information sessions. ix. Sen. Khan: Can
someone run for more than 1 position?

VP Canzano: I believe so.

Paola: That is correct, but students can only serve in one branch at

a time.

x. Sen. Stoll: Before candidates begin their campaign, they are required to

attend an informational session so we will try to make the rules clear to
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each candidate. xi. Sen. Pearce: If we vote on this tonight and approve it,
would any amendments to the packet need to be voted on as well?

1. Paola: The senate would need to approve any changes made.

xii. Sen. Pearce moves to end discussion of the elections packet. Sen. Nyarko
seconds.

VI. Old Business

a. SR-83.01
Sen. Khan moves to enter a 5-minute reading period. Sen. Popoola
seconds.

Sen. Cartwright: What did the budget committee discuss regarding this?

i

il

iii.

.

1.

Sen. Kim: We talked about funding for both fee funded and
nonfee-funded student employees, and how this would impact fees
and tuition. We are exploring reallocating university funds in other
ways and decision packets from various units. To help the non-fee
funded students, we must come up with a unique solution
specifically for them.

Sen. Rashid: We talked about reaching out to administration and
university officials so that we can collaborate and come to an
agreement. Fee-funded students will see a raise in their wages most
years, and some are tied to the Portland minimum wage so they
will see more of an increase.

Paola: The 3% increase is based on the inflation rate by the
university budget office, and they decide wages and other costs
based on that number. We advocated for an increase last year
through decision packages for each unit, but the raises will vary
year by year.

David, student: [ am a university employee at the University of Oregon,
and [ wanted to reach out on behalf of our student employee union to
support this resolution. This resolution can greatly help students and
improve their lives in many ways, so we hope you can pass this resolution
to help your students.

Sen. Pearce: How will this be implemented considering the fact that it is a
resolution and does not hold the same weight that bills do? How will
departments on campus fund this?

1.

Sen. Kim: We talked about the numbers and logistics of this
resolution, specifically regarding the $16.65 wage. The City of
Corvallis estimates a living wage of $15.70 so we are exploring
this amount rather than $16.65.

Sen. Rashid: Since ASOSU cannot budget for departments across
campus, we need to talk with administration first so that we can
collaborate with them on a compromise.

Sen. Karlapati: Living wage has increased every year and will be
higher than the $15.70 that they estimate now, so how can we
account for this?



V1.

Vil.

Vii.

4. Sen. Rashid: The resolution states that ASOSU should reevaluate
student wages as necessary, or yearly, so that we can account for
increases in the cost of living.

Sen. Stoll: In student government committee, we talked about the
resolution and found that the living wage resolution from last year was
passed but it was not sent to anyone outside of ASOSU and it did nothing.
We want to back up any resolution with more hard data and projections
for next year so that it has a better chance of passing. We also want to talk
to departments across campus about rising to the wages that fee-funded
units pay, almost as a model or example.

1. Sen. Cartwright: Students are not asking for us to have all of the
answers, but we are meant to advocate for their needs. Many
students struggle with covering their expenses and may end up
homeless, so I hope we can pass a resolution.

2. Paola: The resolution that passed last year happened to align with
the projections that the City of Corvallis came up with, and other
employers across campus raised their wages to approximately $15
or higher around the same time. It was not sent to as many people
as we would have hoped, but OSU student workers want to bring
this issue up again with more time in the year to discuss.

Sen. Pearce: I talked with students about this issue, and some were
worried about how it would impact the levels of employment because
higher wages may need to cut student positions. This could be impactful
for students’ careers by limiting the positions they can hold now.

1. Sen. Donahey: It appears most fee-funded units will raise wages to
about $16.18 next year, so raising it further would lead to decision
packages across the board to make up for this cost on top of other
employment costs for each unit and department. If we do not want
to raise the student fee, we should ask for each unit to match the
minimum wage for other employees.

Sen. Stoll: The resolution from last year did include the projection for
this current year.

1. Paola: That sounds correct.

Emerson, student: The City of Corvallis’s projection is a political
calculation rather than an academically calculated amount, and the MIT
calculation is more accurate. Additionally, student workers can work less
hours, or are not provided enough hours, and thus are not able to make
the same amount as a full-time employee. The amount we came up with
would account for the money that students lose as inflation increases and
their paying power decreases. Many students experience food insecurity
or other hardships, so you all need to use your power to represent your
students.
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Sen. McDonald: I have worked for various departments on campus and
some of the work required is very difficult or taxing. These employees
work really hard for little pay, so we need to increase their wages.
Adison, student: Many of you are looking at the worst-case scenarios,
which seem farfetched based on the resolution. If this resolution passes,

we can use it as pressure on university administration because of the

student support behind it. There is no harm in passing this resolution.
Francis Pastorelle: A resolution does not determine what happens after,
and it is important to specifically reach out to administration and make
sure this happens. The resolution is also vague or uses generalizations
that are unhelpful. Should part-time employment be raised to a wage level
that is comparable to full-time employment? I am an administrator and
have never been against pay raises, so it is also incorrect to assume that
all administration positions do not want to see this happen.

Sen. Kim: It is important to collaborate rather than work against our
administration. We are not necessarily against this resolution, but we do
need to make sure all employees, especially those who make less than
$15, are accounted for and instead make a reasonable amount. It may
make sense to make resolutions for different departments and groups of
employees so that everyone makes a base-level wage.

Sen. Pearce: I think Francis made a good point. The way that ASOSU
works is by collaborating with whoever we need to make fixes on campus
rather than pushing a resolution before talking with university
administration. The resolution is also vague in certain areas. A similar
resolution was passed last year and failed, so we would rather create a
resolution that can pass and make change.

Sen. Popoola: I am hesitant about this resolution because our support
does not guarantee that it will make change, and we need to create a plan
so that actions are taken, and we see real change.

Sen. Rashid: The conversations with the administration need to happen
first so that we do not create issues, like those that Sen. Pearce talked
about. I also feel as though the disparity could increase between students
making the higher wage and those who are left behind.

Sen. Kim: The $15 that we are basing this on is essentially arbitrary and
it was not passed through a bill. While we may not need all of the
answers before we pass this, we do need to lay the groundwork first.
Every student would have to pay for this increase, and I think there would
be backlash from them, especially those who do not see an increase in
their wages. xvii. Sen. Nyarko: I think we should pass this resolution to
get the conversation going. We are never going to come up with a perfect
wage level, but it is a starting point.

Sen. Stoll: The resolution is not something I am comfortable passing
because of its vague wording and how it might increase students in
different departments that may not see this increase. It feels very
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accusatory. | understand that we all want to increase student wages, but
we need to collaborate with others on campus rather than forcing a
resolution that won’t go anywhere. We should make a more specific and
accurate resolution once we know all of the facts.

Sen. Donahey: OSU student workers do not want the student fee to
increase, but this resolution would make that happen. I want to amend the
resolution to make non-fee funded units to make the same wage as
feefunded units, and then to increase this baseline as needed.

Emerson, student: I do believe this can happen, and you provide no
evidence for the outcomes you claim will happen. More students would
see an improvement than the alleged harm it will create. Students fund all
kinds of things on campus that they do not participate in, so why are we
expected to pay for these but not raise the wage for students who do not
work for the university? This is not a valid excuse for not passing this
resolution. This resolution is not binding but rather claims that there is
support from ASOSU, and this resolution is necessary.

1. Sen. Donahey: The budget managers have already created their
budgets for the next year, so there would have to be an increase in
the student fee for this to happen.

Sen. Pearce: I would like to amend this resolution so that we can
maximize our power and reach. As a graduate student, I pay an incidental
fee and I would not get to reap the benefits of this. While some students
do not use all resources on campus, many do, and a lot of units make
revenue on top of their student fees.

Sen. Cartwright: I think the resolution is clear about not raising the
incidental fee, but rather finding funding in other areas. This could show
other units on campus that they need to follow the precedent that
higherpaid units have set. I think we should pass this resolution because
of the obvious student support, and we should not turn this down just
because of the possible repercussions.

Sen. Nyarko: I like the proposal that Sen. Donahey brings up. We should
make amendments to the bill tonight so that it does not stall further.

1. Sen. Lau: I agree, we should work towards passing a resolution
with clear next steps to make it happen.

2. Sen. Karlapati: I think creating a task force is a good idea to
create communication and collaboration.

Sen. Pearce: I think it would be helpful to get budget estimates from
budget managers on campus so that we can see the feasibility of passing
this while not increasing fees.

1. Paola: I don’t have direct contact for each unit, but the increase
would not be substantial.

Francis Pastorelle: As a budget manager, we are far into the process of
setting the fees for each unit and it may be difficult to get the information



we need since the process is far along. It would be challenging to make
this happen in the timeline that you all would like.
xxvi. Sen. Cartwright moves to vote on SR-83.01. Sen. Khan seconds. Sen.
Donahey opposes.

1.

10.

The motion fails with 8 in opposition and 7 in favor. xxvii. Sen.
Donahey moves to discuss an amendment to the resolution. Sen.
Kim seconds. Sen. Cartwright opposes.

The motion to discuss the amendment passes with 11 in favor and 4
opposed.

“ASOSU urges the university at large to match wage increases
afforded to incidental fee-funded student employees. Furthermore,
ASOSU supports that wages be annually raised to be in line with
wages afforded by incidental fee-funded units.”
Sen. Cartwright: I think this amendment assumes that fee-funded
units will always make a livable wage, so I propose going back to
the original resolution.
Sen. Pearce: I like this amendment because it allows us to
reevaluate each year, but we could amend it further.
Sen. Karlapati: I opposed this amendment because it seems less
agreeable to the university because it requires them to follow our
direction, which seems less concrete.
Emerson, student: This decrease would take money away from
students, which cannot happen. Students do not have the same
power that you all do as representatives. If we delay this because of
wording issues, students will continue to feel the harm of this
issue.
Sen. Donahey: The amendment bridges the gap between both sides
of this argument, neither of which will budge on what they believe
is the solution. At some point, we will all need to work together
and make compromises.
Sen. Kim: I want to bring all students to the same level of
compensation so that we can work towards a better wage for all.
The resolution may not be binding, but we should still put our best
foot forward rather than forcing this to pass and seeing it fail. We
want to put something forward that creates a livable wage.
Sen. Popoola: Did we come to a conclusion about the task force? I
support the amendment to the bill, but we still need to work on the
logistics. I think a task force could be more effective because they
could focus on making this happen in the right way.

a. Sen. Lau: If we are not comfortable passing this bill today,

maybe we could draft amendments and form the task force.

Sen. Pearce: We could pass the amendment and create a task force
that could write a bill affirming a commitment to COLA increases



and assessing wages. This way, we could continue to review
student wages.

11. Sen. Donahey: I want to work on a new amendment that addresses
these concerns.

12. Sen. Donahey rescinds the motion.

xxviil. Sen. Pearce moves to table the motion until next week. Sen. Nyarko
seconds.
1. The motion passes with 9 in favor, 5 in opposition.
VIL Gallery Comments
a. Perfect: It seems like the students do not have access to all committee meetings
and we should comply with public records law.

i. Sen. Stoll: I talked to our media and website coordinator about making
meeting information public, but the process is ongoing. ii. Sen. Nyarko: As
the Chair of the outreach committee, we are committed to making our
meetings available and have created posters to market our meetings.

b. Sen. Hamlin: We talked about creating a task force for this, can we form this task
force soon?
i.  Sen. Donahey: Since the bill is tabled, I plan to write an amendment for
the bill for next week.
ii.  Sen. Popoola: I think the task force should also include student workers
and the administration needed to make this resolution possible.
iii. Sen. Lau: We want the task force so that we can have a better approach to
our next meeting, so hopefully we can all meet before the next meeting.
iv. Sen. Popoola: So we should be ready to vote on the resolution next week?
v. Sen. Lau: I think we just need concrete steps in place. vi. Paola: I think
establishing a task force after the resolution passes makes sense, but we
can form one now to get preliminary discussion going and come to an
agreement before we meet with administrators. vii. Sen. Pearce: It seems
like we should bring amendments to the next meeting, and work with each
other on different options.
viii. Sen. Donahey: If anyone wants to help me write an amendment, send me a
message.
VIIIL. President of the Senate Announcements
a. Have a great break with family and friends!
IX. Senator Comments
a. Sen. Lau: [ worry that student workers wouldn’t be involved if we work only
within ASOSU.
i. Sen. Donahey: I will include my email so that you can all reach out to me
(donaheyc(@oregonstate.edu).
X. Advisor Comments
a. Simonet: Have a great holiday! I know there has been discussion about reaching
out to board members, so remember to reach out to the right people who can help




you with what you want to accomplish. There are also rules around board
members meeting with students in this way, so I can help you with this process.
XI. Adjournment ~ 7:15
a. The meeting was adjourned at 8:51 pm.
b. Click here to view the Zoom chat history for this meeting.



