ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

ASOSU Senate Meeting
Eighth In-Person Session of the 83rd Senate
November 29th, 2023 | 6:00pm
Zoom
President of the Senate
Dakota Canzano
SEC 288

1. Roll Call/Quorum ~ 6:00
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Maia Brown absent
Hailey Brown

Olivia Cartwright (Olive)
Chandler Donahey
Elizabeth Eckman

Jamie Hamlin

Katyayani Karlapati
Ayodola Kayode-Popoola
Sarah Khan

Kaitlyn Kim

Teaghan Knox absent
Camryn Lau

Sara McDonald

Erica Nyarko

Carolyn Pearce

Audrey Porter

Narmeen Rashid

Noa Stoll

II. Swearing in of Senators/Proxies

a. Reece was sworn in as a proxy for Sen. Lau.
IT1. Approval of Minutes

a. The previous minutes were approved as written.
IV. Approval of Agenda

a. Sen. Donahey moved to add committee reports to the agenda. Sen. Stoll seconded.
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V. Gallery Comments

a. Nathan Schmidt: I wanted to speak on the resolution on the table. I am the RHA
President and want to speak about the impacts of the resolution on student pay for
UHDS. This could increase wages in this area, which employs many students,
which I am in support of.

b. Keri Simonet: I am speaking on behalf of Kayden Cummings of the DSL.
Kayden has been staffing the DSL and gathering data about the needs of this
community, as well as engaging with the community in other ways.

c. C Reeder: If you want me to speak with the sustainability council about anything
in particular, please let me know. I also want to advocate for student workers who
are doing important work and research without adequate credit or resources.

d. Lilli Udarbe: I am the Deputy Chief of Staff for the executive branch, and I work
to oversee the pilot lounges. We are working on data collection to see the impact
of these lounges on student populations. Outside of this, I meet weekly with
President O’Donnell to delegate legislative efforts and speak with university
administration about other issues of concern for students.

VI. New Business ~ 6:30

a. SB-83.06
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ii.

iii.

iv.

V.

Sen. Rashid moved to enter a 3-minute reading period. Sen. Khan and
Sen. Kim seconded.

Matteo Paola: Last year, we had to rewrite our statutes and things got lost
in the cracks. We want to add this to formalize what was rewritten last
year to make them more comprehensive.

Leslie Schacht Drey: Can you talk about the section that you did not
include in this bill?

1. Matteo Paola: There was a requirement regarding having a 2/3
majority or a simple majority, but I felt as though this was not the
most important.

Sen. Stoll moved to amend the bill with the suggested changes. Sen.
Popoola seconded.
Sen. Donahey moved to forgo a second reading and enter a roll-call vote.

Sen. Hamin seconded.

1. The bill passed unanimously.

VII. Old Business

a. Elections Packet

1.
ii.

iil.

Amendments to packet

Sen. Porter moved to enter a 3-minute reading period. Sen. McDonald
seconded.

Sen. Brown: What changes were made since last week?

1. VP Canzano: We updated the pay model for SFC at-large members
to be more accurate, added a major offence, moved the date for the
final campaign financial statements, and removed Sophia Nowers
from the elections committee.


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_20_OghoMg9k0xZlHeMbAjSOV0Q-6eM9vu24D1H_9sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_20_OghoMg9k0xZlHeMbAjSOV0Q-6eM9vu24D1H_9sY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D9L8tSqDYZcBPP38kMjrclUyfA5bkR7IIUjgPiIRcDM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1D9L8tSqDYZcBPP38kMjrclUyfA5bkR7IIUjgPiIRcDM/edit?usp=sharing

iv.  Sen. Brown moved to approve the amendments made. Sen. Porter
seconded.

v.  Dylan Perfect: I’'m not sure if the requirements for graduate
constituencies to be met are entirely needed, but we may need to base it
on enrollment.

1. Matteo Paola: We will make those changes based on enrollment
figures.

2. Dylan Perfect: Maybe we should update the elections packet to
reflect this.

vi.  Sen. Khan: We may need to edit the senator emails for Senator
Cartwright.

vii. Sen. Brown moved to approve the amendment made to Senator
Cartwright’s email in the packet. Sen. Porter seconded.

viii. Sen. Stoll moved to enter a roll call vote on the elections packet. Sen.

McDonald seconded.
1. The elections packet passed unanimously.
b. SR-83.01 Amendment
i. Sen. Donahey moved to discuss the amendment to the resolution. Sen.

Porter seconded. ii. Sen. Donahey: I am not in favor of the $16.65 wage

that the original resolution proposed. This amendment would hold the

university accountable to revisit this issue annually.

iii. Sen. Kim: The amendment does not specifically mention that the wages

should be increased after raising to $16.65, is this correct?
1. Sen. Donahey: I felt as though we did not need to be specific about
this.

iv. Sen. Cartwright: I like the changes that were made.

v.  Shawn: If this amendment is passed, will it be added to the original

resolution?
1. Sen. Donahey: That is correct.
vi. Sen. Kim: How will the university base their increases beyond this?
1. Sen. Donahey: They will need to use the CPI-W figure.
2. Sen. Kim: How do we hold them accountable?
3. Sen. Donahey: We cannot directly hold them accountable.
vii. President O’Donnell: Would you like this increase to begin in fee-funded
units or others first?
1. Matteo Paola: The fee-funded aspect would be less difficult, so we
should focus our efforts on those not funded using the student fee.
2. President O’Donnell: If other units are not making the same wage
as fee-funded units, how can we center our advocacy for those not
making the wages of the fee-funded units?
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3.

Shawn: [ know you all have more control over the student fee, so it
makes sense to start there, but I believe all wages should increase
equally without priority.

President O’Donnell: ASOSU has more influence over the student
fee-funded units. I am in contact with various university
administration members to see how we can increase all wages
equally and fairly. Non-fee funded units do not have the same
flexibility.

viii. Sen. Rashid: The SFC process is very far along so it may be hard to do this
now.

1.

4.

Matteo Paola: They would prefer that we do not push this bill
along, but we can work through ASOSU.

Dylan Perfect: While this is an unfunded mandate, there are other
avenues for finding this funding rather than taking away positions.
These processes may be far along, but it does not mean that we
should not advocate for this because of the demand. At the very
least, this could start a valuable and needed conversation.
President O’Donnell: There may be possible excess funding, they
have already stated that they will not be doing this, so we need to
think of another way. ix. Sen. Popoola: What are the next steps?
Are you asking for the student fee funded units to take on this
increase now and work for the non-fee funded units later? The fee-
funded process will likely be quicker, so do you have a timeline for
the non-fee funded process?

Matteo Paola: I think we can work on both at the same time. |
think we should start immediately with the non-fee funded units.
Sen. Popoola: I am concerned that this could be prolonged if we
do not have a firm timeline or process.

President O’Donnell: I am also wondering who is most impacted
by student wages? I want to target the students who need it most.
The fee-funded jobs may not be to the same level as other jobs
across campus; we can control these wages much more, but maybe
they are not the most in need because their wages are set to
increase for next year.

Shawn: I think both need this.

x. Sen. Brown: Back to the idea of a timeline, if we increase fee-funded unit
wages, would we be increasing these wages in winter term?

Sen. Rashid: Yes, this would need to be a decision package in the

upcoming cycle and increase the student fee.

Matteo Paola: It would not be done through ASOSU’s budget, but

rather the power of ASOSU. xi. Sen. Hamlin: If wages increase, it

could take away positions on campus.

1.



Xil.

Xiii.

X1V.

XV.

XVi.

To what extent would this occur?

1. President O’Donnell: The administration gave me this feedback
and they voiced that they would need to lay off students to increase
wages. We want to maximize student employment in a sustainable
and equitable way.

Sen. Khan: How would this impact the budgeting process?

1. President O’Donnell: When we speak with administrators and
work through the process, we need to separate our requests for fee
funded units and non-fee funded units that would reflect the needs
of students. This would mostly impact fee-funded students and it
seems like we need to focus our efforts on those students not
making $15.

Sen. Kim: If this passes, [ am concerned that non-fee funded units will
be left behind while the incidental fee increases.

1. President O’Donnell: I am also concerned about this, and I do not
want to increase tuition and fees while other students do not see an
increase in their wages.

2. Sen. Kim: Would it be possible to utilize the raised incidental fee
to increase wages in other departments?

3. Francis Pastorelle: I do not see this as a possibility.

4. Leslie Schacht Dray: There may be policy limitations to this, and
we should consider how we spend student dollars.

5. Francis Pastorelle: I assume that this would increase the student
fee by a significant amount.

C Reeder: The CGE has data regarding which students are the most
impacted by student wage issues, and marginalized groups tend to bear
the brunt of it. I advocate for social equity in many avenues to help these
groups.

Sen. Stoll: There seem to be many moving parts to this resolution, and it
seems far more complicated than something that can be solved with this
single resolution. I want us to be mindful of how this will impact the
student fee and non-fee funded units who likely would not see the same
increase during the same timeline.

1. Dylan Perfect: The amendment is much more specific, and it tells
the university that there is a need for this increase. I understand that
we want to be fair to non-fee funded workers, but all students
deserve a fair wage.

Sen. Donahey: The amendment I am proposing is more specific and we
should discuss this first.

1. Sen. Nyarko: I agree, but we should still have this conversation. It
seems like we need to focus on creating a new resolution that could
create a university-wide wage. We could set a wage that is closer to
what Senator Kim has brought up rather than $16.65.



2. Dylan Perfect: There is a multitude of students in support of this
and we should stand by them.

3. Sen. Nyarko: I think it makes sense to focus on a bigger project
like a university minimum wage that would reduce the disparity
between fee-funded and non-fee funded units. We could bring the
bottom wages up as a starter.

xvii. Sen. Kim: Wouldn’t this amendment bring all wages to the cost of
living?

1. Sen. Donahey: Wages are not increased every year to meet the cost
of living, so this amendment proposes wages to increase to
whichever is highest.

xviii. Sen. Kim: If this is for an annual increase, does this mean we do not set a
timeline?

1. Sen. Donahey: That is correct because we cannot enforce it. They
reassess wages each year, so we ask that they consider this
amendment.

xix. Sen. Popoola moved to approve the amendment. Sen. Donahey
seconded.

1. The motion to approve the amendment passed unanimously.

c. SR-83.01 with amendment
i. Dylan Perfect: The student fee has increased substantially during my time
at OSU, which is a greater problem. Some fee-funded units have large
fund balances that could be utilized for this while keeping the student fee
low.

1. Francis Pastorelle: The fund balance is limited, and it cannot be
used for just anything because it typically is funded through payroll
overage.

2. Dylan Perfect: I do not believe those involved in the student fee
process are being fiscally irresponsible because many of the
decision packages passed are necessary. However, the ASOSU
budget could have been used better in previous years to foster
better policies for student workers.

ii. Sen. Kim: What would the incidental fee increase be?

1. Matteo Paola: It would be less than 1%, or less than $5 per student
per term.

iii. Sen. Popoola: If fee funded units are increasing to $16.30 for next year,

we may not need to focus on these students. Maybe we should write an

amendment that would focus on non-fee funded units because it is not fair to

leave non-fee funded students behind. iv. Sen. Rashid: We want to keep

student fees low this year, which this resolution would not necessarily do.

v.  Sen. Kim: Last year, we had lengthy discussions about other student fee
increases so I am concerned about increasing the fee by this much for a
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small increase for a small group of students. There are also no steps in
place to increase wages for the students who would not see the increase.

vi.  Student: I do not think that student workers would see this as unfair.
Other bills impact small groups of students and many still support them.
This resolution would set a good goal and we could build upon it.

vii. Dylan Perfect: This would create a very small change in costs, and there

is clear student support.

viii. Shawn: I think that the disparity that exists would naturally close because
higher wages in one job would create wage competition between different
employers.

1. Sen. Popoola: This assumes that this would automatically happen
when, in the past, UHDS was the only job in which this happens.
We would also see cuts in the number of jobs on campus. We need
to think about this in terms of equity so that we can raise those
making the lowest wages up to where fee-funded workers are
currently. We need to pass a logical, thought-out resolution to help
those workers first.

2. Dylan Perfect: I don’t think this is an assumption. The best way to
accomplish this could be through a student workers labor union
once we pass this resolution and show our support for it to the
university.

3. C Reeder: I agree with what you have all said, but I think we need
to find somewhere in the middle.

4. Sen. Kim: I think having a plan in motion and holding admin
accountable is necessary to make any kind of agreement work.

ix. Joe Page: I think a living wage should be guaranteed for students. Last
year, congress passed a resolution asking for a continuous increase in
wages. I think it is important to use resolutions wisely since they are not
binding, so maybe it makes sense to ask for a cost-of-living adjustment
rather than a specific amount or ask for an increase over a longer period
rather than immediately.

1. Sen. Nyarko: Would it make sense to instate a university-wide
minimum wage?

2. Joe Page: I think it is plausible, but ASOSU has limited
jurisdiction, and you should keep in mind that progress only comes
from realistic asks and students will have to pay the cost of this
increase because the university does not have an unlimited supply
of money. Non-fee funded units will only see this increase through
careful process and collaboration.

3. President O’Donnell: From my conversation with university
administration, it seems like we are as close as we have ever been
to a university minimum wage. We are working on this issue.



4. Sen. Nyarko: If we write a resolution, would it be helpful in those
conversations?

5. President O’Donnell: It would be helpful for them to hear student
input and concerns.

x. Sen. Kim: Would students making $14.20 also see this increase if fee
funded wages increase?

1. Dylan Perfect: I believe so. I don’t think we should put up a
resolution with no set amount of money or goal because it might
upset administration. I also don’t think that these students will stop
simply because this body does not support this resolution because
it has been done in other universities.

2. President O’Donnell: It is binding to ASOSU because we must act
on what we pass, and we do not want to increase the student fee.

3. Dylan Perfect: ASOSU could change its mind later down the road,
and it has already been stated that this increase would not be
significant if we fund the incidental fee using other avenues.

4. President O’Donnell: We want to follow through on our
resolutions because it would undermine our authority and the
weight of our actions.

5. Sen. Rashid: The student fee will increase regardless due to
inflation.

6. President O’Donnell: Some fee-funded units would not need to
make this significant increase because of their current wages.

xi. Sen. Eckman: I think we should support the student workers with this
small increase and work towards increasing wages for other workers
across campus. xii. Sen. Cartwright: I think we need to elevate student
voices and vote on this resolution tonight.

xiii. Sen. Cartwright moved to end the discussion and enter a roll call vote.
Sen. Donahey seconded. Multiple senators opposed.

1. The vote on the resolution went forward.

2. The resolution failed with 9 in opposition and 6 in favor. Senator
Cartwright, Senator Donahey, Senator Eckman, Senator
Karlapati, Senator Lau, and Senator Stoll were in favor; Senator
Popoola, Senator Kim, Senator Nyarko, Senator Pearce, Senator
Porter, Senator Hamlin, Senator Khan, Senator McDonald, and
Senator Rashid were opposed. Senator Hailey Brown abstained.

d. Committee Reports
1. Budgets:

1. Sen. Kim: We will meet tonight to prepare for the next meeting. ii.

Campus improvements:

1. Sen. Donahey: We are ready to move forward with writing
legislation on campus lighting.



iii. Outreach:

1. Sen. Hamlin: We created posters to encourage people to join our
senate meetings. We are also meeting with West Side RHA dining
center to reach out to first year students. I am working on meeting
with the SFC liaison for athletics.

2. Sen. Brown: I reached out to all chapter presidents and am
working on setting up a meeting to ask them what went well and
what needs improvement.

3. Sen. Popoola: I am setting up meetings with cultural center leaders
to establish our connection with them.

4. Sen. Stoll: I have reached out to members of the executive branch
in student union and advocacy groups.

iv. Student Government:
1. Sen. Stoll: We will be meeting next Monday.
a. Sen. Popoola: What time?
b. Sen. Stoll: Spm.
VIII. President of the Senate Announcements

a. Applications for the ASOSU Washington DC trip are open!

i.  This is an all-expenses paid lobbying trip. This is such a great experience,
and we would love to have you!

il. Questions? Please ask away.

b. Family Resource Tour tomorrow at 6pm for the SFC. Meet in the SEC lobby.

IX. Gallery Comments

a. Zane Yinger: [ am working on gender neutral restrooms on campus and have
seen support from students and campus officials, so I am working on it. I want to
draft a resolution next term for this.

b. Student, Carter Trinidad: I wanted to speak about the resolution that failed
tonight. I am sad about the outcome of this vote because I have experience with
the disparity that exists, and I hope that you all work towards a better-written
resolution to solve this issue. I wish it had passed for students who face financial
insecurity because resources on campus are limited.

i. Sen. Nyarko: We are in favor of increasing wages, but we voted no on this
resolution because we believe we can write a better resolution that would
yield better results.

X. Senator Comments

i. Sen. Donahey: I am disappointed with how this was handled because we
just failed to pass the resolution rather than creating solutions or finding ways
around the issues we had. We are student leaders, and we need to do more
than what we did. ii. Sen. Karlapati: I feel the same way because students
came forward and asked for our help.
iii. Joe Page: ASOSU can be hard to work with at times and it is important to

consider student groups’ opinions. You can write amendments and create
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better resolutions that help students. I am also here on behalf of the Beaver
Caucus to speak about University Day in the Oregon legislature in which
we lobby for higher education.

iv. Sen. Khan: I think we did a good job of trying to make this work and we
all put in effort regardless of the outcome. We circled around the same
points and topics, so we need to be more concise and work towards a
solution. There were also issues with misinformation that kept us from
coming to a resolution we could all support.

v. Sen. Stoll: We should get moving on this issue and write legislation that
we can all get behind. This was not an ideal situation, but we can build on
the foundation that this bill created.

vi. Sen. Kim: I was hoping there would be more amendments on the floor so
that we could pass something tonight. Some ideas were brought up tonight
about what we could do, but it seemed like there was no reciprocity and it
was hard to find a compromise between our stance and theirs. vii. Sen.
Karlapati: Since we have been talking about this for the past 3 weeks, it
is frustrating that there were no other amendments made. viii. Sen.
Donahey: I understand that there was effort made, but it seemed like we
did not collaborate with them as much as we should have.

ix. Sen. Nyarko: I am glad to have heard different opinions on this issue that
we can use in the future. I believe we need to be true to our words and
pass a resolution that we all feel comfortable passing.

x. Sen. Popoola: I think many of us did agree with the amendment, but there
were certain points brought up tonight that made me walk back on that
decision. I don’t think any of us wanted to just turn it down, but the
resolution was not something I was comfortable with passing and I look
forward to creating a better resolution.

xi. Sen. Karlapati: I agree, and it is not my intention to place blame on
anyone, but we need to work on a better resolution. xii. Sen. Lau: I think
it would be helpful to have more training on the ins and outs of funding
within the university and the fee process.

XI. Advisor Comments

a.

Keri Simonet: This resolution was very controversial, but you all did a great job
because this is a complicated position. You are all very passionate and it shows. I
have gotten feedback about how we can be more accessible for students that we
can implement.

Francis Pastorelle: I know this was complicated and difficult, but these decisions
were made in good conscience with concerns about how this would impact all
students. You all have power over the student fee, so it is important to be careful.
There is clearly a need for this, and you all worked very hard to ask good
questions.



Adjournment ~ 7:45

The meeting was adjourned in good order at 9:21pm.



