ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

ASOSU Senate Meeting
Ninth In-Person Session of the 83rd Senate
December 6th, 2023 | 6:00pm
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Sarah Khan

Kaitlyn Kim

Teaghan Knox
Camryn Lau

Sara McDonald absent
Erica Nyarko

Carolyn Pearce
Audrey Porter
Narmeen Rashid

Noa Stoll absent

Il. Swearing in of Senators/Proxies
a. There were no senators or proxies to swear in.
I11.Approval of Minutes
a. The previous minutes were approved as written.
IV. Approval of Agenda
a. Senator Donahey moved to add executive branch reports and an OSA report to
the agenda. Sen. Cartwright seconded.
V. Gallery Comments



a. Dylan Perfect: The SCARC appointment has been rescheduled, and | will update
you all on the new date and time for that.
V1. New Business ~ 6:30
a. Exec Reports

Noah Sorseth: | am the Active Military and Veterans Affairs Coordinator.
I have hosted multiple events, mostly during Veterans week in which we
provided various resources, and | traveled to Washington D.C for a
leadership development program for veterans. | am going to be working
on a bill in the senate to support disabled veterans with tuition assistance.
C Reeder: I will be presenting on sustainability efforts on campus. Firstly,
the Oak Creek Center for Urban Horticulture is a space in which we are
working on restoring the natural biodiversity of the area.

1. Charlotte, Reciprocity Garden: | work at the Reciprocity
Garden, which intends to advocate for social justice and
sustainability for those who are excluded from connecting with the
land and agriculture. Funding is a challenge for the garden because
we are not a recognized student organization, and we must
outsource a great deal of our funding to pay for students to
participate in this space.

2. C Reeder: This place has a great deal of cultural significance for
many people, and | want to help support it through a resolution for
funding or recognition. Secondly, I am working with the Campus
Improvements Committee on campus lighting issues to reduce
light pollution and other sustainability concerns. Thirdly, | want to
bring more composting centers to campus, and implement more
sustainable measures on campus.

Angelo Arredondo: | am the Policy Director and oversee the policy team.
We hosted a town hall this term and connected the executive branch with
other political actors. | have also been connecting with other university
student governments.

b. OSA Report

Alex, ASUO Chief of Staff: | am the Chair of the Oregon Student

Association, which is a coalition of student governments that works on

legislative issues to represent college students. Non-fee members can

participate in the Student Organizer Coalition and the Council of

Legislative Advocates to network, lobby, and collaborate with other

leaders.

Angelo Arredondo: We are considering joining OSA as a non-paying

member, but the senate will need to approve this.

Sen. Knox: Have you decided on the legislative priorities for this year?

1. Alex: We are working on support for basic needs resources and are

in the middle of the issue choosing process which you can all
participate in.

c. SR-83.02


https://oregonstateuniversity-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/g/personal/kayodepa_oregonstate_edu/ESEOnX7GdohGg_7Kcs6algIB7xjn8-EByxEFOrU3neKTYQ?e=X2CSFB&wdOrigin=TEAMS-ELECTRON.null_ns.bim&wdExp=TEAMS-CONTROL&wdhostclicktime=1701795583239&web=1

I.  Sen. Rashid moved to enter a 5-minute reading period. Sen. Lau
seconded.
ii. Sen. Donahey moved to amend the resolution’s title to “SR-83.03".
iii. Sen. Donahey: Can the authors of this bill talk about it a bit?

1.

Sen. Popoola: This topic is difficult, and we struggled to reach an
agreement but, regardless, we want to help student workers. We
wanted to stick to the original purpose of the first resolution, but
we amended it to have a clearer timeline and established more of a
plan. We chose this dollar amount based on an FSF estimate and
feel as though it is important to raise non-fee funded units to the
level that fee-funded units are at.

Sen. Kim: We also want ASOSU to have a unified front on this
effort. This resolution feels more feasible and equitable.

Sen. Karlapati: | feel as though this bill is feasible and has steps
in place to achieve this goal, although I wish we could raise the
amount further.

iv. Sen. Donahey: Was OSU Student Workers involved in the writing of this

bill?

1.

2.

Sen. Rashid: They did not agree with the dollar amount but
wanted to be involved in the coalition.

Sen. Lau: They were not involved in the writing of this bill, but
we talked with Shawn to make sure it fit their needs as much as
possible.

Sen. Hamlin: They were fine with us including the petition in the
resolution to display student support.

Sen. Nyarko: The idea of a university minimum wage would
create a foundation amount for all student workers, but this feels
like a good starting point, and we hope to work on this issue more.
Dylan Perfect: It seems like we need to specify the representatives
needed for this task force.

Sen. Donahey: I think there needs to be communication between
ASOSU and the departments listed.

Sen. Nyarko: We would like to identify these individuals later and
include them.

Sen. Popoola: President O’Donnell is working with various
individuals on this, and they are aware of this issue in some
capacity.

v. Sen. Cartwright: Why did you choose $16.38 instead of $16.65?

1.

Leslie Schacht Drey: This was a recommendation based on the
COLA adjustment in the student fee-funded unit budgets, which is
3%.

Sen. Popoola: This bill is specifically for non-fee funded workers
because fee-funded units will be making that amount. We don’t
want to write off a $16.65 wage completely, but this is our starting
point.



vi. Sen. Cartwright: How can we be more equitable?

1.
2.

3.

Sen. Rashid: This would help bring non-fee funded units up.

Sen. Cartwright: I am worried that we cannot control non-fee
funded unit wages and this is merely a suggestion.

Sen. Kim: We are optimistic about changing wages and bringing
these workers to the same level as fee-funded workers. Many
departments claim that an increase to $16.65 would result in tuition
increases, which is something that we want to avoid. By working
on this specifically, we can help one group and set a standard wage
rather than leaving this group behind.

vii. Sen. Cartwright: It did not seem like the incidental fee increase would be
significant.

1.
2.

3.

Dylan Perfect: It seems like this increase would also raise fees.
Sen. Nyarko: With a university minimum wage, we have been told
that departments would follow the wages of Student Affairs
positions.

Matteo Paola: Student affairs has a minimum wage is $15.90, and
this would align with their wage increases.

viii. Sen. Donahey: This resolution seems to increase non-fee funded wages to
the wages of fee-funded units, but the original resolution did the same
thing so I’'m not sure why we could not pass it in the first place. I’'m not
sure if this resolution is the right move.

1.

7.

Sen. Popoola: It was not easy to negotiate the original resolution,
so we wanted to write something that we feel more comfortable
passing. We don’t want them to feel defeated, but we feel like this
resolution shows solidarity and is more likely to pass.

Sen. Donahey: This resolution does not create a timeline like has
been requested. We also cannot negotiate with them because they
are going to work with the university anyway.

Dylan Perfect: | think it is optimistic to assume that this will not
close the door to a higher wage later. If this is passed, we may not
see a further increase because it is set at $16.38.

Sen. Knox: The SFC process is ending though, so I am concerned
that this may already be too late.

Sen. Hamlin: This resolution would help to establish a task force
of administrators rather than just students because this has been
effective for other measures.

Sen. Kim: The OSUSW efforts may not end, but ultimately, we
were not comfortable with how the resolution was written because
there is no enforcement for non-fee funded units.

Sen. Lau: I don’t think admin will see a big difference between the
two wages.

ix. Sen. Karlapati: We are hoping to create a unified wage, but this does not
mean that fee-funded units are making a livable wage in the first place.



X.

Xi.

Xii.

Xiil.

1. Sen. Rashid: The resolution calls for equity among fee-funded and
non-fee funded units rather than a perfect, livable wage.

Sen. Pearce: | think this resolution has a better course of action than the
last one, which is better than the original resolution and a livable wage
resolution that passed and essentially died last year. Many people have put
in a lot of effort to make this resolution work for everyone, and it doesn’t
make sense why those who have an issue with it didn’t contribute to the
conversation.

1. Sen. Karlapati: I helped to author this bill but don’t necessarily
agree with every part of it, such as the wage amount.

2. Sen. Donahey: The agenda for this meeting was not sent out, and
it was not accessible to all.

3. Sen. Rashid: It was sent out.

Lars Romsos, Student: OSU SW wanted this wage amount for a reason,
and this group is going to advocate for this cause regardless of ASOSU
support.

Carter, Student: | am very disappointed by the resolution failing last
week because a student outside of ASOSU wrote it and asked for support.
ASOSU members make a higher wage than many workers across campus
which feels hypocritical. You all had the opportunity to support students’
needs. Many students struggle with financial insecurity, and you all have a
voice.

Jasmine, Student: | have personally experienced financial insecurity and
it is very disheartening that this did not pass last week. Even seemingly
small wage increases can be very helpful, so $16.65 is a wage that
students need.

1. Sen. Donahey: Senate pay is scheduled to increase to even more
than $16.65.

2. Sen. Pearce: We could not agree on amendments in previous
meetings, but we cannot amend it further after it passes.

3. Carter, Student: If the issue is language, maybe more input is
needed. However, senate meetings are not well advertised or
always accessible.

4. Sen. Hamlin: We are looking to host town halls and table to
increase student engagements because that is an issue, but we are
working on creating a feedback form for our website.

5. Carter, Student: There is no transparency because students do not
know when meetings occur.

6. Sen. Kim: We are working on our outreach to involve more
students. Because ASOSU workers make significantly more, we
want this resolution to address the gap.

7. Carter, Student: We have seen more marketing efforts but there
needs to be transparency from more members of ASOSU, like the
senators, so that students can see ways to participate and engage.
Instead, they have seen these meetings go in circles about this issue



Xiv.

XV.

and the original resolution was shut down completely. Students
need this wage increase.

8. Sen. Kim: Everyone in this room wants to change this, but the
original resolution brought forward would not address the wage
discrepancies between those of us making a higher wage already
and the student workers whose wages would not reliably increase.
This resolution is only the starting point, and we want to create a
baseline wage.

Dylan Perfect: | agree that everyone needs this increase, and failing this
resolution does not show any support for any student workers, fee-funded
or not. There was a bill created that would decrease wages for ASOSU
workers, but it was shot down. There was a vote to end discussion on the
bill, and many who voted in favor of this end voted no on the resolution.

1. Sen. Kim: I personally was not ready to vote, and it seemed like
many people were not comfortable ending the discussion.

Sen. Karlapati moved to amend the bill to change the proposed wage from
$16.38 to $16.65. Sen. Cartwright seconded.

1. Dylan Perfect: This resolution essentially copies everything from
the previous resolution minus giving credit to OSU SW. Also, it
might be worthwhile to amend the individuals included in the task
force.

2. Frankie, Student: At the end of the day, some of you voted the
resolution down and told the OSU SW no. | also think there needs
to be more transparency around these meetings.

3. Sen. Donahey: There are significantly less of us in this room
which might affect the vote.

4. Sen. Eckman: | think we should stick with $16.65 to stay united
with OSUSW.

5. Sen. Knox: The $0.27 may not seem significant to administrators
and I’m not sure this will change their minds on whether or not to
implement it, but it can make a big difference for students.

6. Sen. Rashid: Would this increase the wage for only non-fee
funded workers.

a. Sen. Karlapati: Yes.

7. Sen. Kim: Ideally, we can set a livable wage for both groups of
workers, but we are nervous about a $16.65 wage not working for
administrators. We proposed $16.38 to bridge the gap between the
groups since their wages are set separately, even though it is not
necessarily livable.

a. Sen. Cartwright: This resolution really is about equity
rather than a livable wage, which was the purpose of the
original resolution.

b. Sen. Kim: This resolution is not the final solution, but this
is a starting point to establishing a campus minimum wage.



c. Sen. Cartwright: The OSUSW just wanted support on this
cause, and we are standing in the way of these students
advocating for what they need.

8. Sen. Pearce: There is still a concern regarding how this will
impact departments who cannot afford to increase their wages by
over $2, and | have heard student concerns about their jobs being
cut.

9. Frankie, Student: By supporting $16.65, you will put pressure on
administrators and can create competition between different
departments regarding their wages.

10. Sen. Popoola: We may not need to be experts in this area, but we
still have an obligation to pass legislation that will pass and create
real change. We want to pass a resolution that we fully support and
feel comfortable with, and we are all working very hard to write
better legislation, so it is not fair to say that we have had bad
intentions.

a. Carter, Student: Even good intentions do not always lead
to good outcomes. This shows that you all do not care
about the student body who needs this.

11. Sen. Cartwright moved to end the discussion and vote on the
amendment. Sen. Lau seconded.

a. Sen. Cartwright moved to rescind the motion to end
discussion. Sen. Donahey seconded.

12. Sen. Karlapati moved to rescind the original motion to amend the
resolution. Sen. Cartwright seconded.

xvi. Sen. Lau moved to amend the resolution. Sen. Knox seconded.

1. Joe Page: It seems like we are still caught up on a specific dollar
amount, but this does not matter as much as the fact that we just
want to see change in general. I don’t think this will happen
without opposition or fighting, and fee-paying students will
ultimately have to pay for this either way through tuition and fees.
We should not be working against administrators because the
university budget is very complicated, and we all must work
together rather than coming with anger.

2. Dylan Perfect: Even though a resolution is non-binding, this
would influence what ASOSU reflects in its own budgeting
process.

3. Matteo Paola: I think having a goal in mind with a wage level is
important.

4. Sen. Kim: I am still hesitant about the logistics of asking for this
amount. Because we have control over fee-funded units, we could
make this happen for these workers, but this does nothing to bridge
the wage disparity that exists.



Frankie, student: We all know that this change will take a long
time, but we just need support to get the resolution to the right
people who can create this change.

Sen. Eckman moved to vote on the amendment. Sen. Cartwright
seconded.

a. Sen. Eckman moved to rescind the motion. Sen. Karlapati
seconded.

Sen. Rashid: How will this change the outcome from last week?

a. Sen. Pearce: I am concerned that this won’t pass because
there are no changes, and the OSU SW are not here to
approve or deny this.

b. Dylan Perfect: They approved of the task force but not the
$16.65 amount, so | think it is fine to go back to their
resolution.

Carter, student: How can we secure student jobs if wages
increase?

a. Dylan Perfect: We can do this, and we can vote on this
now and change it later. We may lose student jobs and see
other cuts from other things, like the PAC-12 realignment,
but we could write separate legislation supporting student
jobs.

xvii. Sen. Karlapati moved to enter discussion on a new amendment. Sen.
Donahey seconded.

1.

Sen. Donahey moved to amend the resolution. Sen. Pearce
seconded.

Sen. Kim: | think we should make sure the original authors are
okay with what we are doing.

Carter, student: If they are fine with adding the taskforce, then |
think you all need to vote on this issue.

a. Sen. Kim: I just don’t think we should assume that they are
okay with this amendment because they are not here to
voice an opinion.

b. Sen. Lau: The OSUSW were okay with the task force
being added.

c. Sen. Knox: We will have to delay this resolution for a long
time if we table it tonight, so we should vote.

Sen. Kim: The incidental fee would be impacted by this, so would
ASOSU need to add this to their budget?

a. Matteo Paola: We can do this at an ASOSU level rather
than asking SABs to reconvene.

b. Joe Page: Itis frustrating that you would all wait to make
this change at the end of the process.

Carter, student: | am still urging you all to vote on this.

a. Sen. Kim: I don’t think this is fair because we have been

working on this for weeks now. We don’t want to make this



harder than it needs to be, but we don’t want to pass
something that could fail. Many units have had to absorb
unexpected costs this late in the fee setting process, and this
would likely make things even more difficult. The
individuals included in the task force have not expressed
their support for this.

6. Sen. Lau moved to vote on the amendment. Sen. Karlapati
seconded.

a. Sen. Lau rescinded the motion.

7. Sen. Kim: The intention behind the task force was to get people
involved who could make these changes, so we needk to include
them and more if we include the fee-funded units as well.

a. Carter, student: | would like this to be voted on.
b. Matteo Paola: This amendment does not establish a
taskforce, but rather requests a task force be created.

8. Sen. Karlapati moved to approve the amendment. Sen. Cartwright
seconded.

a. Sen. Karlapati rescinded the motion.
xviii. Sen. Donahey moved to enter a 2-minute reading period. Sen. Pearce
seconded.
xix. Sen. Donahey moved to enter a roll call vote. Sen. Knox seconded. Sen.
Popoola opposed.

1. The motion passed with 8 Senators in favor, 4 Senators in

opposition, and 4 Senators abstained.
a. Sen. Maia Brown, Sen. Cartwright, Sen. Donahey, Sen.

Eckman, Sen. Karlapati, Sen. Knox, Sen. Lau, and Sen.
Hamlin were in favor; Sen. Kim, Sen. Nyarko, Sen. Porter,
and Sen. Rashid were opposed; Sen. Hailey Brown, Sen.
Popoola, Sen. Pearce, and Sen. Khan abstained. Sen.
McDonald and Sen. Stoll were absent.

xX. Sen. Lau moved to forego a second reading and end a second reading.

Sen. Cartwright seconded. Sen. Popoola opposed.

1. The motion passed with 11 Senators in favor, 1 Senator in
opposition, and 5 Senators abstained.

a. Sen. Maia Brown, Sen. Hailey Brown, Sen. Cartwright,
Sen. Donahey, Sen. Eckman, Sen. Karlapati, Sen. Knox,
Sen. Lau, Sen. Pearce, Sen. Porter, and Sen. Hamlin were
in favor; Sen. Popoola opposed; Sen. Kim, Sen. Nyarko,
Sen. Khan, and Sen. Rashid abstained. Sen. McDonald
and Sen. Stoll were absent.

2. The senate entered a roll call vote on the resolution.

a. The motion passed with 9 Senators in favor and 7 Senators
abstained.

i. Sen. Maia Brown, Sen. Hailey Brown, Sen.
Cartwright, Sen. Donahey, Sen. Eckman, Sen.



Karlapati, Sen. Knox, Sen. Lau, and Sen. Hamlin
were in favor. Sen. Popoola, Sen. Kim, Sen.
Nyarko, Sen. Pearce, Sen. Porter, Sen. Khan, and
Sen. Rashid abstained. Sen. McDonald and Sen.
Stoll were absent.
d. Committee Reports!
I. Student Gov.

1. Sen. Hamlin: We discussed the resolution that was brought

forward tonight.
ii. Budgets

1. Sen. Kim: We reviewed President O’Donnell’s budget.

2. Sen. Rashid: SEE voted and approved their decision package for
clubs and organizations.

3. Sen. Eckman: The ASOSU SAB approved a decision package to
add another advisor, and they are also absorbing the budget of
intercollegiate athletics. Rec Sports also approved their decision
packages about opening early on Sundays and increasing reserve
funding.

4. Sen. Knox: | am pretty sure the BNC did not have any decision
packages. Intercollegiate athletics no longer has a budget now.

5. Sen. Lau: The FRC wants to add an FTE staff, but I’m not sure if
they voted.

iii. Campus Improvements

1. Sen. Donahey: We had our final meeting of the term. We are
trying to schedule another night walk with people from facilities
and public safety.

iv. Outreach

1. Sen. Nyarko: We had a tabling event and hope to continue this
next term. We want to get student suggestions on our website so
that we can connect them with senators.

VII. Old Business
a. There was no old business.
VIIL. President of the Senate Announcements

a. | have been made aware of some actions by members of the ASOSU student
government body at-large that may be violations of our ASOSU Code of Ethics. |
want to assure the members of the Senate that we are aware and are looking into
it. Remember that if you do hear or see something that makes you uncomfortable
or that you feel is worth mentioning to Keri or I, please don’t hesitate to say
something. We are continually working hard to ensure safety and comfortability
within the Senate. | am very appreciative of all of your work thus far and look
forward to the rest of the year and what we can do. My main goal as President of
the Senate is to ensure this is a comfortable setting where we can have open
dialogue, listen responsibly, and be able to adjust and learn from our
conversations while making educated decisions; any aspect that intentionally or



unintentionally undermines this environment concerns me and | am sorry that it
has even entered this setting at all.

IX. Gallery Comments

a.

There were no gallery comments.

X. Senator Comments

a.

b.

Sen. Nyarko: What was the announcement about?

I. VP Canzano: We are dealing with this internally with those involved.
Sen. Porter: There was a lot of pressure to vote tonight, and we want to represent
all students, so just be careful about how you all act in these discussions.

Sen. Khan: We need to change the environment here because of conversations
with a lot of tension.

Sen. Kim: This was the only resolution brought to the floor and I felt as though
we worked together on it. The resolution is essentially the same as last week and
the OSUSW did not make any concessions or compromises. It hurts to hear that
people think that we do not care or that we only want to take credit for their
original resolution. There were a lot of harsh words thrown tonight in these
discussions, and this was not handled well. We worked hard to write a new
resolution earlier this week, so it is frustrating for it to have been shut down in
this way. Everyone had a chance to be involved in rewriting the resolution, and
we all made compromises, but we just ended up reverting back to the original
resolution.

Sen. Popoola: It seems like we still did not work together as best as we could
have, and it seems like some people came in with malicious, disrespectful intent.
It’s very frustrating that there essentially was no change and the original issues we
had with the resolution were not resolved.

Sen. Pearce: It seems like fear of retaliation was a motivating factor in the
decision tonight and things became very personal. I am proud of all of us for
fighting for students, but just know that this is only the beginning of these tough
conversations.

Sen. Donahey: | have been in support of a $16.65 wage since the beginning, and |
wanted to stick to this. There has been a lot of backlash from the gallery
throughout this process. We need to be held accountable and | appreciate the
passion of the gallery members, but the threats coming from the gallery about
reelection have no place in this room.

i. Sen. Khan: | have received negative messages about voting against the

resolution and I think we should discuss this.
ii. Simonet: We are aware of this situation and will handle it.
lii. VP Canzano: | am also experiencing this, and you all do not deserve it. |
don’t want to see people attacking you over this.
Sen. Rashid: | wanted to be in this position to improve student life. We worked
very hard on the resolution brought to the floor, so it was frustrating to see it get
torn apart.
Sen. Karlapati: | think the backlash you all received is terrible. I did not fully
support the resolution as it was written, so it made sense to change the resolution
to the wage | wanted to see.



I. Sen. Rashid: We need to represent the whole school, and many of us even
abstained from voting on the amended resolution.

j.  Dylan Perfect: | am involved in both ASOSU and OSUSW and it is difficult to
walk the line between both when their interests clash. | do not condone any
bullying and I don’t align with others in the gallery who acted harshly towards
you all over this issue. We must acknowledge that compromises need to be made
in many situations, but the general public does not have to accept our
compromises. | want to advocate for you all in OSUSW and | hope you all can be
involved in the next part of this process.

XI.Advisor Comments

a. Simonet: | know there was a lot of tension and pressure in this room from
different groups of people, and none of you deserve this. Your character does not
depend on how you vote on these issues. | am here if any of you need assistance
or to talk, so please reach out to me if you need anything. Good luck on finals and
have a great break!

Adjournment ~ 7:15

The meeting was adjourned at 10:18pm.



