
 

14th ASOSU Congress | House of Representatives 
Meeting Agenda 

Zoom:  
https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/99712734722?pwd=bmtvN3hUVCtpbHNwblE1YTdtSnRLQT09  

Meeting ID: 997 1273 4722 Password: ASOSU 

October 05, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 pm 

 

I. Call to order/Roll-Call/Quorum ~ 6:05 pm 

 

Representative Sahana Shah  

Representative Kate Walsh  

Representative Erica Nyarko  

Representative Ocean El Dakhakhni  

Representative Lucy Hoang  

Representative Andrea Perez 

Representative Ellie Anderson  

Representative Caitlyn Olsen  

Representative Emily Erving  

Representative Francisco Hernandez  

Representative Adie Rang  

Representative Sarah Theall  

Representative Carissa O’Donnell  

Representative Payton Harrison proxy Cameron Casad  

Representative Emilie Krecklow  

Representative Henrietta Rutaremwa  

Representative Brynn Holmes 

Representative Alexis Minyard absent 

Representative Coquille Rex 

Representative Andrea Retano 

Representative Caleb Powell 

 

 

II. Swearing in of Representatives/Proxies ~ 6:10 pm 

Cameron Casad took the oath of office as a proxy for Rep. Harrison. 

House Oath of Office: Oath of Office 

https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/99712734722?pwd=bmtvN3hUVCtpbHNwblE1YTdtSnRLQT09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pXM6pYfAsklw3vlEDfKs12p7Jq0uLKk3qtlvTMe-IJ0/edit


 
 

III. Approval of Agenda ~ 6:12 pm 

Rep Erving motioned to include the new versions of SR 82.01 through 04.  

Rep O’Donnell seconded.  

IV. Approval of Minutes ~ 6:13 pm 

The minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 

V. Gallery Comments 

Sen Robertson: Encouraged all representatives to speak their mind on the ballot 

resolutions and to engage in thoughtful and respectful conversation. Resolutions passed in the 

Senate last night. SR82.01 through SR 82.03 are broad, 82.04 is specific about gun law reform. 

His personal vote was yes last night, and he regrets it as a representative of the student body. 

Support of ASOSU for an exact implementation of a program is too specific for the beliefs of all 

students.  

Angelo: He is here to answer questions about the resolutions, not share his personal 

options. 

Advisor Betschart: Comments were made last night about the impact of a resolution and 

not being able to have a negative impact on the student body. Endorsing a proposal can change 

minds and thus is a power that ASOSU representatives should take seriously and can impact how 

people vote. 

Speaker Neuschwander: Reminded representatives that they represent all OSU students. 

 

VI. Committee Reports: ~ 6:14 pm 

a. Budgets 

i. Rep Olsen reported that they did not meet last week but will meet Friday in SEC 

224. 

b. Campus Improvements 

i. Rep Shah reported that they met on Sunday.  

1. Subcommittee 1: Sustainability. Meets 4-5pm Sundays on Zoom. 

2.  Subcommittee 2: Physical changes on campus. Meets Monday at 

unknown time. General meeting is once a month.  

c. Outreach 

i. Rep Walsh reported that they did not meet yet, but members have a lot of ideas.  

d. Ethics 

i. Rep Minyard was not present. 

e. Student Gov.  

i. Rep Theall reported that they elected Dylan Perfect as chair and Sen Robertson 

as vice chair. Discussed structure of the Senate and decided against constituency. 

Discussed fee senators.  



 
f. DCC/ISC Steering Committee 

i. Rep Shah reported that they met today. Discussed disability center and looks like 

there will be a space for it soon. Int’l student center: Hopefully will have 

positions filled next month. Exec branch has gotten furniture for it. Discussed 

possible programming for both centers.  

ii. Jenni said that veterans lounge in MU has been moved to Snell by organization 

other than OSU. Int’l student lounge is moving into the space in the MU. ASOSU 

Committee requested space, and this space was given to them, was not 

specifically requested. MU SAB heard the request from ASOSU and facility 

manager decided that best fit was former Veteran’s lounge. ASOSU had 

reservations about how this worked. Ultimately the decision was made by OSU 

Admin, not ASOSU.  

 

VII. Old Business ~ 6:30 pm 

a. Ballot Measures Discussion 

i. Links: Ballot Doc 1 Ballot Doc 2 Ballot Doc 3 Ballot Doc 4  

b. SR 82.01 

i. Rep O’Donnell: Is concerned with determining role of ASOSU as speaking for 

the entire student body. Can we make these decisions without it originating with 

the students? 

ii. Rep Erving: Her concern as well. Thinks a large percent would be okay with 

ASOSU supporting the resolution, but the topics are decisive and there has been 

limited outreach to students.  

iii. Rep Powell: Is a broad statement about healthcare. Agrees that ASOSU should 

not advocate for controversial things. But this measure is safer to support because 

it simply states that all people should have healthcare, doesn’t advocate for a 

particular policy. 

iv. Rep El Dakhakhni: Not role of student gov to take a side. Does not give any 

specifics, resolution doesn’t have much substance so safe to support. He would 

abstain because he doesn’t want it to come back as a record for his views. Thinks 

ASOSU should not be involved.  

v. Rep Erving: Her biggest problem with the legislation is that it does not have 

substance. Healthcare is a divisive topic and she will likely vote no because there 

are no specifics in the legislation. Doesn’t know if most of the student body 

would agree with it. 

vi. Rep Walsh ceded 2 minutes of her time to Sen Robertson: First, question of 

legitimacy, if you believed that 17% of student body voting makes ASOSU 

illegitimate, then you should advocate for the disbandment of ASOSU. Second, 3 

https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/asosu.congress/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B7B553A0E-0A44-4580-B82C-8FC0BC80146D%7D&file=ASOSU%20Ballot%20Measures%20Resolution%20Measure%20111.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/asosu.congress/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BEDBBFB2C-8E1A-4C0B-8B87-E42DA33E99B4%7D&file=ASOSU%20Ballot%20Measures%20Resolution%20Measure%20112.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/asosu.congress/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BB30192A3-8315-46FD-9F35-04258BA62873%7D&file=ASOSU%20Ballot%20Measures%20Resolution%20Measure%20113.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/asosu.congress/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BA8B599D4-93FF-402B-9C7E-97670D3C9718%7D&file=ASOSU%20Ballot%20Measures%20Resolution%20114.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true


 
of the ballot measures have very little substance as far as implementation. But he 

believes that on a state level, amendments to the state constitution have the same 

effect as amendments to the national constitution.   

vii. Rep Rex ceded all time to Sen Robertson: ASOSU’s responsibility is to the 

student body not the state. Should students be able to have healthcare? This is 

something that is important, not advocating for a specific system, just shows that 

students think this topic is important. Right to speak on behalf of the students 

comes from the OR legislature. Encouraged reps to think about what the measures 

mean and what their potential impacts would be. He is expressing his personal 

opinions.  

viii. Rep Walsh: Supports all 4 measures. SR82.04 can be seen as divisive, but she 

thinks it is a student issue and students should take into events such as at the 

University of Arizona and how these events affect OSU. 

ix. Rep Powell: Representatives are elected to speak for the students. Important to 

consider perspectives of nonvoters.  

x. Rep Powell moved to forego a second reading and move to a vote. 

xi. Rep El Dakhakhni seconded. 

xii. Motion carried. 

xiii. The resolution was passed with 14 in favor, 3 against, 3 abstained.  

c. SR 82.02 

i. Rep Olsen: Should not look at resolutions as 1 vs 3. Should not have it look like 

we support healthcare and not gun reform.  

ii. Rep Powell: Look at resolutions individually. Not politically, just taking a stance 

on a specific ballot measure. This one seems noncontroversial.  

iii. Rep Erving: Agrees with Powell that bills should be looked at individually. 

Agrees as well that this topic seems noncontroversial. Reps should consider what 

they are encouraging Oregonians to vote at the poll.  

iv. Rep Powell: ASOSU voting no is not opposing the measure, just not taking a 

stance on the measure.  

v. Rep Rex: The changes to incarceration should have been made a long time ago in 

their view. Fully supports this bill. 

vi. Rep Erving motioned to forgo a second reading 

vii. Rep Shah seconded. 

viii. Rep El Dakhakhni: First, wants to remind everyone that there are levels to public 

statements on behalf the student body. ASOSU doesn’t have infinite credibility, 

Second, agrees with change in incarceration. Objects to intervention of outside 

agencies in cashless bail, such as making people go to therapy, etc.  



 
ix. Rep Rex ceded time to Sen Robertson: Student governments cannot endorse 

candidates. Can only speak on ballot measures and bills in OR Legislature. 

Reminded reps that as a student he wants to know why each rep takes the stance 

that they do on the vote. Encouraged additional discussion and sharing of views. 

Asked reps to share their stance on the issues.  

x. Rep Rex: Fully supports measure. There are alternatives to incarceration. Believes 

that restoration is the goal and incarceration does not always lead to that. 

xi. Rep Holmes: Thinks that most students are not for slavery. Prison systems in the 

US are inhumane. Difference between incarceration and other forms of recitivism. 

Important to be educated on what prison is. Prison sentences can follow people 

for the rest of their lives. It affects people in Corvallis too, not just in Portland. 

Referenced history of slavery of black and brown people in the US 

xii. Rep El Dakhakhni: Reiterated his support for first part of the ballot measure. 

Clarified that he was using Portland as an example. Disagrees with the second 

part. 

xiii. Angelo: Measure does not prohibit incarceration. Dangerous to say that programs 

don’t want  

xiv. Rep Holmes: Incarceration doesn’t work as a system. Incarceration for profit is 

wrong. There is a large percentage of people that cycle through the prison system 

bc it does not work for rehabilitation 

xv. Rep Rutaremwa: Slavery is wrong, why do we have to discuss it. It is not about 

Just because she hasn’t been incarcerated, doesn’t mean it won’t happen. This 

potentially affects everyone, not just based on skin color. We may not agree on 

whether incarceration or programs work but will this help a student who may 

become incarcerated or be put into program instead. Deciding is more powerful 

than saying nothing at all. 

xvi. Rep O’Donnell: Reminded everyone that they are voting on whether or not to 

endorse the measure and if it is representative of what the student body believes, 

not the representatives’ personal beliefs.  

xvii. Rep Anderson motioned to make a roll call vote on the resolution. 

xviii. Rep El Dakhakhni seconded.   

xix. The motion carried. 

xx. The resolution passed with 17 in favor, 1 against.  

 

d. SR 82.03 

i. Rep Shah ceded 1 minute of her time to Sen Donahey: Expressed that he was there 

in his personal capacity as a student. Noted that ballots were sent out today. 

Understand that it is late but job of student representatives to make decisions 



 
about issues like this, regardless of whether it is convenient for people’s school 

schedule or not. Tabling the discussion is not in the best interest of the student 

body in his personal option. 

ii. Rep Powell: Strongly disagrees with the bill. Thinks it is politically targeted due 

to absences by Republican OR legislators. Believes those legislators were in fact 

serving their communities by preventing the bills from passing. Ballot measure 

removes this bargaining chip from minority party, either Democrat or Republican. 

iii. Rep El Dakhakhni: Agreed with Rep Powell. If absent for political activism, it 

should be excused because it serves constituents. If OSU student body was aware 

of the context, he believes that they would agree with his and Rep Powell’s 

position.  

iv. Rep Erving: is opposed to bill. Minority voices are important and walking out can 

be a strong statement of loyalty to constituents. Bill appears appealing but it 

disenfranchises minority voters.  

v. Rep Erving ceded time to Sen Donahey: Senate and House are held to a standard 

of 2 unexcused absences before being put on notice. Stricter than current OR 

legislature standard. Ballot measure was referred by initiative petition, not 

originating in the OR legislature. 

vi. Rep Powell: Strongly disagree with Sen Donahey. Proposed rules are stricter than 

OSU because legislators will be barred from running for a term in office in the 

subsequent term. Still feels bill is extremely targeted and barred reps from doing 

right by their constituents. He is strongly against the ballot measure. Could cause 

problems between student body and ASOSU. 

vii. Angelo: Clarification, measure is for 10 unexcused absences, not for excused, 

which must be submitted to the chief clerk at least 2 days in advance. Unless told 

otherwise, absence is then considered excused.  

viii. Rep Rex: Ten days of unexcused absences is a lot. Legislators are paid, they 

should do work. For example, showing up for 2 of 156 votes is unacceptable. 

ix. Rep El Dakhakhni: Context of the bill is very important. Minority opposition 

party did not attend votes as a form of political protest, serving their constituents. 

Would be voting for this measure if the context was different. 

x. Rep Olsen: Asked Angelo if legislators could get an excused absence for political 

protest. 

1. Angelo: No. 

xi. Rep Krecklow: Thinks it is unacceptable for elected reps to get salaries for not 

showing up. The political context is important but by supporting this we are 

saying that change needs to happen. 



 
xii. Rep Erving: Feels undecided. Important that people are bringing the bill, but 

supermajorities scare her. They can change the rules if they want to etc. Protests 

can take longer than 10 days.  

xiii. Rep O’Donnell ceded 1 minute of time to Rep Powell: Not an activist group that 

brought the petition and funded the signature collection; it was a Dem Super PAC. 

So, it is very targeted.  

xiv. Rep Theall ceded all her time to Rep El Dakhakhni: Context should be the 

primary focus. If constituents support their legislator being absent, then it should 

be legal. How long until they say 10 unexcused absences means that you are 

barred from running again? 

xv. Speaker Neuschwander: Original version of the resolution shares examples of 

unexcused absences by OR legislators and only references Republicans. 

xvi. Angelo: This applies to both Dems and Reps. 10% of voters in previous 

gubernatorial election signatures needed to bring to the ballot. Regardless of 

funders of petition, still signatures of voters on the petition. 

xvii. Rep Theall: Is not in favor of the resolution. Agree with sentiments of other reps 

who oppose the resolution. Should allow minority voices to be heard. Putting a 

time limit on walking away puts a limit on protest. 

xviii. Rep El Dakhakhni motioned to forgo a second reading. 

xix. Rep O’Donnell seconded. 

xx. Rep Theall motioned to move to a role call vote. 

xxi. Rep Erving seconded. 

xxii. Resolution failed with 8 in favor, 10 against. 

 

Rep Erving moved for a 5-minute recess 

Rep Shah seconded 

 

e. SR 82.04 

i. Rep Holmes ceded her time to Brandon Huggins: Flawed bill. Ban almost all 

shotguns due to magazine limit. Requires live fire training, there is not enough 

facilities in OR for this. Sheriffs can ask for any information for permits. Will cost 

$40 million to implement. Will indirectly fund the police. Would be doing a 

background check to get a background check to buy a gun.  

ii. Angelo: Comes from initiative petition. Is more content heavy as it has a specific 

program. If this was to pass in OR, there would still be a period before it is 

implemented.  

iii. Rep Powell: Number of signatures needed to get to the ballot was ~23,000, not 

very high.  



 
1. Then Rep Powell read a statement from Sen Robertson: He thanked 

everyone for sharing their thoughts. It was important to have discussion 

on the measures. SR 82.04 was passed last night in the Senate. To support 

is to support a very specific program, rather than expressing support for 

gun reform, which was different things.  

2. Rep Powell: This bill is not able to be effectively implemented the way it 

is written. There are many strong opinions. If the ballot measure is passed, 

it will likely go to a case in the OR Supreme Court. Potentially dangerous 

for ASOSU publicly. 

iv. Rep El Dakhakhni: Bill tramples the 2nd amendment. Criminalizes reasonable 

fear. Is deceptive in nature. Insinuates that uptick in gun sales correlates to an 

uptick in crime. Would be disrespectful to ag students and gun owners who are 

students. Main demographics who suffer from violent crime are people of color 

and women and they need to be able to defend themselves. 

v. Rep Erving: Bad idea to vote yes because it doesn’t represent the whole student 

body. Not right for ASOSU to speak out in support of it. OR already has a 

background check that has a backlog of 3,000 people. Massachusetts has a ban on 

mags of over 10 rounds, 90% of people arrested for this were black, despite them 

only being 12% of the population. Believes that people have the right to own guns 

and worries about control of mental health. 51% of pop supported measure in Sep 

according to poll by The Oregonian. Bill concerns her as a representative and 

personally. She is for gun safety but does not agree with this legislation. 

vi. Rep Rex: Agrees with Sen Robertson. Was initially in support but thinks it is too 

specific and funds the police. Is a gun owner but would not be able to own under 

the proposed law. Would remove gun club on campus. 

vii. Rep Rex ceded time to Sen Donahey: We speak on behalf of student body. How 

much student input has been brought to ASOSU about this. Students need to have 

more input before this resolution comes to a vote.  

viii. Rep Rex: Has spoken to at least 35 students and none were in support. 

ix. Rep Rutaremwa: Important to know when to speak and when to not speak. Guns 

is a touchy subject. There are the people who use guns for protection and people 

who are dangerous. Best to not speak as ASOSU on this issue because students 

are not unified on this. We should at least do a survey to see what students think.  

x. Rep Powell: Agree with Rep Rutaremwa. Doesn’t know anyone who would vote 

yes on the ballot measure. Doesn’t think ASOSU should get involved. There is no 

harm in saying nothing. Not pertinent to the university and is a very statewide 

issue. 



 
xi. Rep Olsen: Is in support of this bill. Feels that this is pertinent to OSU due to rise 

in school shootings and we should try to stop that. Knows people who have 

dropped out of school due to fears of school shootings. The ballot measure could 

be better, but it is a step in the right direction. 

xii. Rep Nyarko: This does not remove the ability for people to use firearms. How 

long would the background check take? 

1. Speaker Neuschwander: About 2 ½ months.  

2. Rep Nyarko: It would be better to have people wait for the permit; saving 

lives is more important. This would create more safety. Supports the bill. 

xiii. Rep Rang: Not all students in College of Ag are Republicans but in fact is very 

diverse in politics and origin, not all students from Eastern Oregon. Does not 

support the bill as a rep due to disunity in the student body. 

xiv. Rep Erving ceded to Brandon Huggins: Right to bear arms is a right, not a 

privilege. Permit would take too long to get for many people. 

xv. Rep Erving: Important to have right to get permit in a timely manner. Important 

for people in domestic violence situations. 

xvi. Rep Rutaremwa: Having extra safety is important to stop gun violence. Bill is too 

specific. Important to go through process of checks.  

xvii. Rep El Dakhakhni: Addressing point about alleviating student anxiety over mass 

shootings. Limited evidence that the bill would stop school shootings. Shootings 

occur from failure of state and federal agencies to stop those dangerous people.  

xviii. Rep O’Donnell: Even in this room we disagree. Doesn’t think that we can endorse 

a bill that many students will oppose. The benefits don’t outweigh the costs. 

xix. Rep Shah: Personally, would support bill. Understands where others are coming 

from in opposition. Will either abstain or say no. 

xx. Rep Nyarko: This bill would prevent access to guns, which would probably 

prevent school shootings. Conflicted over access to guns as protection and access 

to guns as weapons.  

xxi. Speaker Neuschwander: Point of clarification. This is a permit to acquire a gun, 

not required to own a firearm. Guns will not be taken away. Transfers of firearms 

without permit would become a class A misdemeanor.  

xxii. Rep Holmes ceded time to Rep Erving: Process in the ballot measure to transfer 

guns is intense. Bill is still too specific. Is for gun safety, but ASOSU should not 

support the bill because students will not be unified. 

xxiii. Rep O’Donnell ceded time to Brandon Huggins: Transfer without a permit 

becomes a felony if you have something on your record.  

xxiv. Rep Krecklow: Personally, supports bill but thinks it is outside of scope of 

ASOSU. There has not been enough student input.  



 
xxv. Rep O’Donnell motioned to forego a second reading. 

1. Rep Powell and Erving seconded 

xxvi. Rep Erving motioned to move to a roll call vote. 

1. Rep Shah seconded.  

2. Motion carried.  

xxvii. Resolution failed, 4 in favor, 6 against, 8 abstained.  

 

VIII. New Business ~ 7:15 pm 

There was no new business to discuss. 

IX. Speaker Announcements ~ 7:15 pm 

a. Congressional Calendar 

i. Committee times 

1. Notify the speaker of your committee’s meeting time 

ii. Potential legislation times in the office  

1. Speaker is in the ASOSU office on Fridays from 10:30 am – 5 pm. Not this 

Friday though. 

b. Thanked representatives for the discussion and for sharing their options and advocating 

for their options.  

X. Representative Comments ~ 7:17 

Rep Powell: Thanked everyone for the meeting. Best discussion he has seen as a member 

of ASOSU. 

XI. Advisor Comments ~ 7:20 

Jenni thanked everyone for being respectful, ceding time, and giving everyone the 

opportunity to speak. Note: If you know someone who is exhibiting concerning behavior, 

you can let the student care staff know, they will get them access to resources.  

Volunteering for SEC Open House next week: Please show up if you volunteered.  

XII. Gallery Comments ~ 7:25 

 Angelo: Clarification: Does ASOSU House have tabling requirements?  

 Speaker: Yes, once per term. 

 Angelo: Encouraged reps to table. Thanked reps for the discussion. 

XIII. Adjournment ~ 7:30 pm 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:46pm.  

 

 


