
 

14th ASOSU Congress | House of Representatives 
Meeting Agenda 

Zoom:  
https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/99712734722?pwd=bmtvN3hUVCtpbHNwblE1YTdtSnRLQT09  

Meeting ID: 997 1273 4722 Password: ASOSU 

October 26, 2022 | 6:00 p.m. 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:02 pm 

 

I. Call to order/Roll-Call/Quorum ~ 6:05 pm 

 

Representative Sahana Shah  

Representative Kate Walsh  

Representative Erica Nyarko  

Representative Ocean El Dakhakhni  

Representative Lucy Hoang  

Representative Andrea Perez  

Representative Ellie Anderson  

Representative Caitlyn Olsen  

Representative Emily Erving  

Representative Francisco Hernandez absent 

Representative Adie Rang proxy Amber Robell 

Representative Sarah Theall  

Representative Carissa O’Donnell  

Representative Payton Harrison absent 

Representative Emilie Krecklow absent 

Representative Henrietta Rutaremwa  

Representative Brynn Holmes  

Representative Alexis Minyard absent 

Representative Coquille Rex  

Representative Andrea Retano  

Representative Caleb Powell  

 

II. Swearing in of Representatives/Proxies ~ 6:10 pm 

Amber Robell was sworn in as proxy for Representative Rang. 

House Oath of Office: Oath of Office 

https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/99712734722?pwd=bmtvN3hUVCtpbHNwblE1YTdtSnRLQT09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pXM6pYfAsklw3vlEDfKs12p7Jq0uLKk3qtlvTMe-IJ0/edit


 
 

III. Approval of Agenda ~ 6:12 pm 

The agenda was approved by unanimous consent. 

IV. Approval of Minutes ~ 6:13 pm 

The minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 

V. Gallery Comments ~ 6:14 pm 

Abby Miller is giving her quarterly report tonight as the Graduate Affairs Coordinator 

VI. Committee Reports: ~ 6:20 pm 

a. Budgets 

i. Rep Olsen: Discussed potential outreach (tabling) to student body. Might talk to 

Outreach. What to know what students want. Thinking of writing legislation for 

the next 3-5 years for budget managers. Talked to Athletics about mental health 

and Dam Worth it.  

b. Campus Improvements 

i. Rep Shah: Had general meeting. Subcommittee 1 has started meeting. Will talk 

about when subcommittee 2 will meet after House. Talking about security of 

bikes on campus and potential bikeshare program in Corvallis. Improving parking 

for lower income students to access it.  

c. Outreach 

i. Rep Walsh: Still setting normal meeting time. On Sundays, time tba.  

d. Ethics 

i. Rep Minyard was absent 

e. Student Gov/ Transition Committee 

i. Will be presented on CTC Chair Dylan Perfect 

f. DCC/ISC Steering Committee 

i. Rep Shah: Just met. Dis Updates: International student lounge will have welcome 

event. W Nov 16th. Still looking for space for disability student lounge. Looks like 

there is a space. ASOSU President is heading that issue. May need volunteers for 

the international student welcome event. Disc the name for the disability student 

lounge; it will likely be known as the Disability Student Center 

 

VII. Gallery Comments ~ 6:30 pm 

There were no gallery comments. 

VIII. Executive Branch Reports ~ 6:30 pm 

A. Abby Miller (Grad Affairs Coordinator): Organized Event “Cocoa and 

Connection” an undergrad and grad student panel/connection event. Had positive 

reaction from attendees. Just sent out student survey for feedback from attendees. 

Also communicating with the grad student union on campus. Getting more 



 
involved with ASOSU policy team. Assisting coworkers with their event planning. 

Corvallis Mayoral Debate hosted by policy team is tomorrow night. 

B. Angelo (Policy Director): Has been working on Corvallis Mayoral Debate event 

6pm MU 104 Journey Room. First time all candidates will be in person. Has been 

supporting coworkers’ events (sustainability, etc). Working on annual DC trip (all 

OSU students will be able to apply), and the resolutions that were presented to 

Congress. Start of OR legislative session in January. Will have events in 

November and maybe a finals week event.  

1. Has not yet figured out how they will choose who gets to go. 

 

IX. Old Business ~ 6:30 pm 

There was no old business to discuss.  

X. New Business ~ 7:15 pm 

a. Legislation Highway -Xander 

i. Senate Pro Temp Robertson presented on the legislative process.  

1. Bills and Resolutions: 
a. They are: 

i. Expression of views and power of ASOSU Congress. 
Addresses to OSU, state legislature, and other 
stakeholders. 

ii. Congress dictates structure of ASOSU 
2. Resolutions: 

a. Statements made on behalf of the student body. They are 
nonbinding.  

i. Pressuring admin to fund a new or existing service. 
ii. Create petition to the student body. 

iii. Making statement for or against a proposed law. 
iv. Speaking out on a social movement, for example. 

3. Bill: Changes the internal structure of ASOSU. Are binding. 
a. Function: Altering position descriptions 
b. Setting Student incidental fee 
c. Creating investigative committees 
d. Changing ASOSU position responsibilities 
e. Exceptions to bills: Committee Bylaws and Nominations 

4. Legislative Process 
a. Bill/Resolution is drafted, then introduced in House or Senate  

i. If it passes it goes to the other chamber 
1. Amendments go to conference committee and then 

back to Congress. 
ii. If it passes both chambers, it goes to the ASOSU President 

who can sign or veto. Congress can override a veto with 
2/3 majority in both chambers.  



 
iii. Rules for bills 

1. If it deals with money, must be introduced in the 
House 

2. If it deals with structure, must be introduced in the 
Senate 

iv. Exceptions: 
1. Body standing rules: Rules of procedure in House 

and Senate 
2. Committee bylaws 
3.  Nominations 
4. 7-day rule: 7 days after president receives 

legislation, if they have not acted it goes into effect. 
5. Anatomy of Legislation 

a. Always include when writing legislation: 
i. Title, Summary Statement, Whereas Statements, Recipients, 

Sponsors, Authors, and Signatures 
b. Bills are more technical and outline new statutes. 
c. Resolutions are formal statements (more like memos than policy). 
d. Note about Recipients: Always include ASOSU leadership and 

advisor(s), individuals whose responsibilities are changing, and 
individuals necessary to make proposed change. 

6. Writing Effective Legislation 
a. Check statutes before starting  
b. Talk to others before introducing it 
c. Collaboration is good (to a point) 
d. Conduct research and cite information  
e. Resolutions can become petitions 

 
b. Transition Committee Presentation - 6:49 

i. CTC Chair Dylan Perfect presented on the Constitutional Transition Presentation 

1. Important information 
a. Board of Trustees cannot reject fee requests from ASOSU which 

are less than 5% of an increase from the previous year and serve 
the purpose codified in statue.  

2. Successor options for the current SFC 
a. Independent Executive Committees 

i. Committee provides non-binding resolutions. 
ii. Membership can be from anywhere: appointed or elected.  

iii. Resides in the executive branch but is independent from 
President.  

iv. Variable: Can represent unit (appointed) or at-large 
(elected). Any number of seats possible. 

b. Election of Finance Senators 



 
i. Finance Senators are senators with the extra responsibility 

to vote to unit budgets. Will be elected to the position. 
ii. Finance Committee’s decisions are final, unless vetoed by 

president. Vetoes can be overridden by the full Senate. 
iii. Membership must be elected and representative of the 

student body.  
iv. Effectively functions as the legislative branch of the fee 

process, barring a veto. 
v. No direct input from units—they don’t have liaisons who 

are senators. They could be non-voting representatives, 
however.  

vi. Variable: Can represent any (proportionally representative) 
constituency basis (elected), OR at-large (elected). Number 
of seats between 7 and 35. 

vii. Concerns: (1) Advertising/explaining new process to 
student body. (2) How to choose student fee committee 
chair. (3) Units do not get a direct voice in the process.  

c. Regular or Special Senate Committee 
i. Committee provides non-binding recommendations 

ii. Membership can be from anywhere, appointed or elected.  
iii. Resides in the legislative branch 
iv. Variable: Can represent units (appointed), at-large 

(elected), or both. Any number of seats possible. 
3. Committees Recommendations 

a. 15 senators 
b. Elected at-large, at least for first year. 
c. Continuation of Student Fee Committee currently in place as an 

independent executive committee.  
d. Addition of 1 new at-large (elected) SFC position, for a total of 5 

at-large SFC positions. 
e. Maintaining the office of SFC Chair. 
f. Alternative Recommendation:  

i. Conversion of the SFC into a special standing legislative 
committee, with at-large seats filled by members of the 
Senate. 

c. Informal Discussion on SB 82.0X 

i. CTC Chair Perfect: Previous Congresses and SFC Committees have not had much 

communication and the alternative recommendation is meant to prevent that. 

ii. Rep Erving: What was the feedback from the Senate? 

1. Chair Perfect: The minutes from Senate are on SharePoint.  

iii. Speaker Neuschwander: Concern is that change to unicameral system is coming 

just after there has been increased student interest in ASOSU and their elections? 



 
1. Rep Walsh: Having fewer seats up for election would reduce the burden 

on students. Received feedback that having 20+ names on the ballot were 

a lot for students to look through.  

2. Rep Shah: Would love student interest to continue. Current way is 

working. Doesn’t know how to fix students voting for the first names they 

see on the ballot.  

3. Rep Anderson: Agree with Rep Shah. More voices are better than less, 

especially considering that the newest class of freshmen is the largest yet. 

4. Rep Erving: Agrees with Rep Anderson. Encouraging competitive 

elections is a problem and would prefer more seats to be available in the 

recommendation.  

5. Rep Shah: Having more seats available is good to encourage more people 

to apply for the seats.  

6. Rep Walsh: What is the goal of ASOSU—higher voter turnout or more 

competition? There will be people who will vote or run, some people who 

might, and some people who won’t. 

7. Rep Erving: Voter turnout is a high priority but will reducing available 

seats increase student turnout.  

8. Speaker Neuschwander: This will substantially lessen the amount of 

student in ASOSU. Names on the ballot should be connected to candidate 

bios.  

9. Rep Erving: If we reduce the number of seats, we will only end up with 

the people who really want to be part of the student gov. 

10. Rep O’Donnell: Current system based on US system is easy for students to 

understand. New system will require outreach to student body. How do we 

make it easier for students to vote? 

11. Rep Shah: Could we turn candidate bios and lists of names into something 

like a slide deck? To reduce voter fatigue when scrolling through voter 

bios 

12. Chair Perfect: Number of seats is independent from what option is pursued 

for student government. If you look at the elections report for the house 

race last year it looks like voting was randomized, so voters may not have 

known who they were voting for. Perfect was inspired to join ASOSU in 

2018 when a grad rep was espousing views denying the Holocaust, etc. 

The rep was removed from office. Chair Perfect doesn’t think there is a 

magic number that prevents these issues.  

13. Straw Vote on which option preferred (with number of seats preferred):  

a. Option 1: Theall (15) 



 
b. Option 2: El Dakhakhni (12) 

c. Option 3: Walsh (15), Erving (20), Shah (15), Rex (20), O’Donnell 

(20), Anderson (20-25), Olsen (15), Holmes (20), Retano (20), 

Nyarko (14), Perez (13), Rang (14), Powell (12), Rutaremwa (-) 

d. (Hoang did not vote) 

14. Thoughts on graduate student seats 

a. Rep Erving: Seats should be allocated to grad students. Could be 

proportionate to current system. 

b. Rep Anderson: A 1/5 or a 1/6 of the seats should be grad. 

c. Rep Nyarko: Five separate graduate seats 

d. Rep O’Donnell: if a certain number of seats are allocated to 

graduate students, but not enough graduate students run, then can 

the seat be passed to an undergrad who ran and was not elected.  

i. Chair Perfect: That would not be constitutionally 

permissible. 

e. Rep Shah: Will the current empty House seats be filled? 

i. Speaker Neuschwander: There are currently six 

applications for the 1 open undergraduate seat.  

f. Rep Retano: Graduate students need to be made aware that they 

can be a part of ASOSU and that there are seats set aside for them. 

g. Chair Perfect: It might be good to get a sense of how many seats 

are preferred by the Congress.  

h. Speaker Neuschwander: Is everyone agreed that there should be 

seats specifically for graduate representatives? 

i. Most senators raised their hands. 

i. Speaker Neuschwander: Any comments about the continuation of 

SFC as independent committee and having the SFC Chair? Add 

new at-large seat? 

i. Some senators voiced their opinion that SFC should 

continue as an independent committee. 

j. Speaker Neuschwander: Concerned about having senators serving 

on SFC and Senate having enough hours.  

 

XI. Speaker Announcements ~ 7:15 pm 

 

XII. Representative Comments ~ 7:17 

A. Rep Walsh: Is going to a breakfast with the Board of Trustees on Friday morning? 

Is there anything particularly important she should bring up there? 



 
1. Perfect: Student fee funded employees are paid at a higher rate than tuition 

funded employees and raising their wage could make a big difference for 

students being able to afford tuition. 

2. Rep Anderson: Parking is a mess and too expensive. 

3. Rep Olsen: Bring up CAPS. 

 

XIII. Advisor Comments ~  7:20 

A. Advisor Betschart: thanked everyone who volunteered at the SEC Open House. 

Had 250 people. Did not realize that students can’t buy annual parking pass to pay 

on a month by month or term by term basis. Could make pass more affordable.  

XIV. Gallery Comments ~ 7:25 

  

XV. Adjournment ~ 7:30 pm 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm. 

 

 


