
 

14th ASOSU Congress | House of Representatives 
Meeting Agenda 

Zoom:  
https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/99712734722?pwd=bmtvN3hUVCtpbHNwblE1YTdtSnRLQT09  

Meeting ID: 997 1273 4722 Password: ASOSU 

February 01, 2023 | 6:00 p.m. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:10 pm 

I. Call to order/Roll-Call/Quorum ~ 6:05 pm 

 

Representative Sahana Shah absent 

Representative Kate Walsh  

Representative Erica Nyarko  

Representative Ocean El Dakhakhni absent 

Representative Lucy Hoang absent 

Representative Andrea Perez  

Representative Ellie Anderson  

Representative Caitlyn Olsen  

Representative Emily Erving  

Representative Francisco Hernandez  

Representative Adie Rang 

Representative Sarah Theall  

Representative Carissa O’Donnell  

Representative Payton Harrison absent 

Representative Emilie Krecklow  

Representative Henrietta Rutaremwa  

Representative Brynn Holmes absent 

Representative Coquille Rex  

Representative Andrea Retano absent 

Representative Caleb Powell  

Representative Nathan Schmidt  

 

II. Swearing in of Representatives/Proxies ~ 6:10 pm 

There were no representatives or proxies to swear in. 

House Oath of Office: Oath of Office 

 

III. Approval of Agenda ~ 6:12 pm 

https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/99712734722?pwd=bmtvN3hUVCtpbHNwblE1YTdtSnRLQT09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pXM6pYfAsklw3vlEDfKs12p7Jq0uLKk3qtlvTMe-IJ0/edit


 
Rep Erving moved to add a first reading of SB-82.08 to the agenda. 

 Rep O’Donnell seconded, there was no opposition and the motion carried.  

 

IV. Approval of Minutes ~ 6:13 pm 

The minutes were approved by unanimous consent.  

V. Gallery Comments ~ 6:14 pm 

- Laura Love (Grad student): Is concerned about lack of acceptance of SNAP 

benefits on campus. Only place that accepts SNAP is Cascadia Market.  

VI. Committee Reports: ~ 6:20 pm 

a. Budgets 

i. Rep Olsen: Met today and discussed the SFC meeting that occurred last 

Thursday. Will meet next Wed 2-3pm to discuss the final budget 

recommendations from the SFC. If you have any questions for the SFC tomorrow 

but won’t be there, give her your questions and she can ask them. 

b. Campus Improvements 

i. Rep O’Donnell: Currently in discussion with the City of Corvallis, OSU 

Sustainability Office, and Transportation Services for the bikeshare program. 

Trying to get funds, most likely from the Sustainability Fund. Working on 

creating a good relationship with the Sustainability Council.  

1. Looking at adding a Sustainability fee to the student fee.  

2. Also partnering with other on campus orgs for a winter coat drive.  

3. CIC has a survey out about their current projects to gather feedback from 

students.  

c. Outreach 

i. Rep Walsh: Has signups for more tabling for elections. Will be doing elections 

presentations for Greek life chapters. Tabling last week went well—did not track 

how many people came, but estimate over 100.  

d. Ethics  

i. Rep Schmidt: Still setting up a meeting time. 

e. Student Gov/ Transition Committee 

i. Dylan Perfect (Committee Chair): Wrote SB-82.08 based on committee 

recommendation. Will be looking at the Judicial Council and how the 

responsibilities will transition to the new system next year.  

f. DCC/ISC Steering Committee 

i. Rep Rex: International Student Lounge is meeting this Thursday at 2pm. DSL 

Next week Wed 4pm/  

g. Elections Committee 



 
i. Rep Hernandez: Will be working with Outreach to do more tabling. Focusing on 

the currently open candidate registration. 

 

VII. Gallery Comments ~ 6:30 pm 

There were no gallery comments.  

VIII. Executive Branch Reports ~ 6:30 pm 

There were no exec branch reports.  

IX. Old Business ~ 6:30 pm 

a. Fee Deliberation and Unit Information.pptx (sharepoint.com) 

b. Fee Deliberation and Unit Information.docx (sharepoint.com) 

c. Rep Olsen:  
i. ASOSU: ($0.00 total) 

1. Decision Package 1: rescinded 
ii. Basic Needs Center: ($0.08 total) 

1. DP1: 2.75% Student Wage increase 
iii. Family Resource Center: ($2.90 total) 

1. DP1: Administrative Programming Assistant 
a. Position will help support the staff with admin tasks, since number 

of employees has grown from 3 to 11 in the past 18 months. Will 
also give out codes for campus lactation rooms and to check that 
the rooms are clean and stocked.  

2. DP2: MU Custodial Services 

a. This is funding for the FRC to pay the MU for custodial services. 
Currently the MU is funded for the custodial services for this unit; 
this DP moves the funding for that to the FRC.  

3. DP3: 2.75% Student Wage increase 
iv. Intercollegiate Athletics: ($1.97 total) 

1. DP1: 2.75% Student Wage increase 
2. DP2: Additional Sports Psychologist/Mental Health 

a. For an additional sports psychologist for student athletes. They 
currently have one, who is shared between them and Student 
Health Services. Most controversial DP at the SFC deliberations. 
Passed 5:4. There was discussion of reducing the funding for this 
position to partial FTE.  

v. Memorial Union: ($2.62 total) 
1. DP1: 2.75% Student Wage increase 
2. DP2: Administrative Specialist 

a. Refunding a position for an administrative position, which was cut 
during COVID, to support staff with events and communications, 
among others.  

3. DP3: Capital Projects Manager 

https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/asosu.congress/EYbPHynrBGNOn8v2LQAw9KEB1noM5kdqI1fSDP4zJstEyQ?e=wQbVK3
https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/asosu.congress/ESXZ5BBgYQVAtCcTp0anAg8BVfJN6OUNvZt3DRTtYtkDBg?e=4vajVL


 
a. Currently have a position that is funded at 0.49 FTE, but there are 

more projects than he can cover. This includes making the 
bathrooms at Lanes and Games ADA-compliant, and capital 
projects for the cultural centers.  

4. DP4: rescinded 
5. DP5: rescinded 

vi. Performing Arts: ($0.71 total) 
1. DP1: 2.75% Student Wage Increase 

2. DP2: Vocal Studies/Lyric Workshop 
a. Funding the currently unfunded vocal studies program, so that they 

can put on more/larger events. 
3. DP3: Band Moving/Logistics 

a. 5 student positions funded for 20hrs per term for moving 
equipment for events.  

4. DP4: Bard in the Quad funding 
a. Restores funding for Bard in the Quad (the summer Shakespeare 

productions), which was cut during COVID. 
vii. Recreational Sports: ($4.25 total) 

1. DP1: 2.75% Student Wage increase 
2. DP2: Building Reserves 

a. Savings account for long-term capital projects, such as repairing 
the roof. 

3. DP3: Fitness/Wellness/Maintenance Student Staff 
a. Funding 10-15 student jobs, half for maintenance work and half for 

having open positions for students in the fall. Fitness/Wellness is 
for students to get the certifications required for those kinds of job 
out of school. 

viii. Student Experiences & Engagement: ($3.55 total) 
1. DP1: Student Organization Coordinator 

a. Currently there is only one administrative support staff for all OSU 
clubs and orgs. This would hire someone in an additional position. 

2. DP2: 2.75% Student Wage increase and hours expansion 
a. SEE also plans to increase the hours for some student positions 

ix. Total DP proposals: $16.08 
d. Discussion:  

i. Rep O’Donnell: The final SFC Deliberation meeting is tomorrow, so please 

come.  

ii. Sen Xander Robertson: Sits on the UBC and heard CAPS’s budget proposal. 

They currently have 20 positions. Currently have 3 open positions, and 6 student 

positions.  

iii. Rep Erving: There are 2 fulltime maintenance people for Rec Sports. Most 

universities have 7-8 full time maintenance staff.  



 
iv. Rep Rex: To the sports psychologist requested by Athletics, this serves only a 

percentage of students, but this is true of other programs such as FRC. Is for the 

DP. 

v. Rep Schmidt: There is a distinction between programs like the FRC and BNC 

and Athletics. For FRC or BNC, any student that needs those services can use 

these, but the sports psychologist is only for student-athletes. This DP is a step in 

the right direction to mental health support on campus but is torn about it. 

vi. Rep Erving: Everything that is being funded she could have access too, other 

than Athletics, since she is not a student-athlete. Is struck by the number of extra 

services offered to student-athletes and doesn’t feel that it is necessarily fair. Is on 

the fence about it. 

vii. Rep Powell: Regarding Athletics, think about the percentage of OSU students 

that are from underserved communities and what percentage of them are brought 

in by Athletics. And many of these athletes are under pressure to be excellent 

athletes/performers and students. It’s important to think of the context and 

conditions that these students are in. The sports psychologist is a requirement 

from the NCAAP. As a final note, ASOSU was founded to “bail out the football 

team.” 

viii. Rep Nyarko: Would like to support Rep Powell’s point. Student-athletes bring a 

lot of money to the university and have a great deal of public pressure on them, so 

they need the support.  

ix. Rep Schmidt: There is a lot of good that can come from the Athletics DP2. Any 

additional mental health on campus is a good thing but is hesitant about adding 

more in a way that only benefits a small portion of the student body. Would like 

to see this done in a way that supports all students.  

x. Rep Krecklow: For all other units, students can reasonably access their services, 

but not Athletics.  

xi. Jeff Baxter, interim advisor: Continue to reflect on what your platforms were 

and what your budget goals are as a body.  

xii. Rep Erving: In an ideal world, we would be able to approve everything, but 

remember that the costs add up. Apply the same level of scrutiny to all units. 

Approving all the DPs would be equivalent to a month’s rent for some students. 

Keep that in mind. 

xiii. Sen Robertson: The mental health comparison between Athletics and CAPS is 

not a direct comparison. CAPS cannot offer long-term care to students, but the 

sports psychologist would provide long-term specialized care to student-athletes. 

CAPS offers short-term talk therapy and tries to connect students with long-term 

care outside of the university.  



 
xiv. Rep Nyarko: Isn’t sure that students should be the ones paying for a sports 

psychologist.  

xv. Rep Erving: Seems that the student fee is the only option for Athletics to fund 

this position.  

xvi. Speaker Neuschwander: Has anyone advocated for this other than student-

athletes? 

1. Rep O’Donnell: Doesn’t seem so, but it is an issue that only affects some 

students.  

 

X. New Business ~ 6:40 pm 

a. Legislation Workshop 

i. Was tabled until next week.  

b. SB-82.08 “Biennial Senate Terms” 

i. Discussion:  

1. Perfect: The new Constitution does not address the senators who still 

have a year left on their terms. This bill addresses that loophole; if it 

passes it will allow these “legacy senators” to retain their seats if they so 

choose. These senators would take up some of the 18 seats in the new 

unicameral Congress if they choose to keep their seat.  

2. Rep Schmidt: There are five legacy senators, which is a lot, and would 

like to amend the bill to add those seats on top of the 18 seats in the new 

Congress. Seems unfair to those people if they have to run again.  

3. Rep Erving: Agrees with Rep Schmidt. Would rather have these seats 

tacked on for a year.  

4. Sen Robertson: Doesn’t fully understand the concern about the number of 

people elected. Congress already agreed to cap the number of people in 

Congress at 18. These people were also validly elected, and this is how 

Senate currently operates, with half the seats up for elections each year. 

Tacking their seats on would be perpetuating the current Senate system. 

5. Rep Erving: Already feels like Congress will be quite small next year, so 

feels that allowing them to take up seats will reduce the number of 

opportunities for other students.  

6. Rep Schmidt: The positions that these legacy senators would be going to 

will not be what they were elected to. Feels like the amendment would be 

a good compromise to honor that they were elected for 2 years.  

7. Perfect: Would like to note that the timeline of this bill is important, due 

to the current ASOSU elections. Would be easier if this bill does not affect 

how the election is run. The Senate forwent a second reading with this in 



 
mind. Candidates would have to be notified if the number of seats up for 

election changes. Passing the bill as is might increase competitiveness of 

elections this year, but this year only.  

8. Rep Rex: There is something to be said for historic knowledge. There will 

be no overlap between Congresses with the new system.  

9. Rep Schmidt: There are two options: to tell some of the senators they 

have to run again or to give them some of the spots that are currently up 

for election. The second option would be a bad look for ASOSU. But 

allowing the senators to continue on would be good for institutionally 

knowledge. 

10. Speaker Neuschwander: There are 3 options. Keep in mind that all the 

senators this would affect would be undergrads and this would affect the 

constituencies in the new Senate. 

11. Rep Schmidt: Could we vote to amend the bill and send it back to the 

Senate? 

a. Perfect: Yes, it would then go to conference committee.  

12. Rep Olsen: This would be five more positions to fund that are not 

allocated for. So tacking the senators on would not necessarily be a good 

idea. Thinks the number of senators should be capped at 18.  

13. Perfect: This may not be a big concern because utilization of student 

payroll is historically low.  

14. Rep Schmidt: So Mr. Perfect you are saying that the finances would 

work? 

a. Perfect: Yes. 

15. Rep Erving: Has not been hitting the max hours allocated to her and can’t 

imagine that even with more work for each member of Congress. 

16. Baxter: As a note, there are pilot programs that are currently being funded 

with reserve funds set aside for next year. There are other things that 

contribute to the budgeting for ASOSU. 

17. Speaker Neuschwander: Would like to remind everyone there are 

potentially 5 senators affected. 

18. Rep Rex motioned to amend the bill to add the legacy senator positions in 

addition to the 18 seats in the new Congress 

a. Rep Erving seconded. There was no opposition and the motion 

carried. 

19. Rep Erving motioned to forgo a second reading and move into a roll call 

vote.  



 
a. Rep Rex seconded. Rep Nyarko opposed. Rep Erving rescinded her 

motion. 

20. Rep Nyarko then asked clarifying questions about the bill. 

21. Rep Nyarko moved to move into a roll call vote on the amended bill. 

a. Rep O’Donnell seconded. There was no opposition. The bill passed 

with the amendment. 11 in favor, 2 against.  

 

XI. Speaker Announcements ~ 7:20 pm 

a. SFC on Thursday 

i. Please go to the SFC meeting on Thursday. It will be from 5 to 10 pm in the MU 

main lounge. It is the final deliberations on the units’ DPs and budgets.  

b. Leslie will come in to discuss viewpoint neutrality next week  

 

XII. Representative Comments ~  7:25 pm 

- Rep Nyarko: There is a survey for CIC, please promote it on social media if you can. 

XIII. Advisor Comments ~  7:25 pm 

- Jeff Baxter: Beaver buddies starts on Monday. 

XIV. Gallery Comments ~ 7:30 pm 

There were no gallery comments.  

XV. Adjournment ~ 7:30 pm 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:13pm.  


