
 

14th ASOSU Congress | House of Representatives 
Meeting Agenda 

Zoom:  
https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/99712734722?pwd=bmtvN3hUVCtpbHNwblE1YTdtSnRLQT09  

Meeting ID: 997 1273 4722 Password: ASOSU 

February 08, 2023 | 6:00 p.m. 

The meeting was called to order at 6:04 pm. 

I. Call to order/Roll-Call/Quorum ~ 6:05 pm 

 

Representative Sahana Shah  

Representative Kate Walsh left before the vote 

Representative Erica Nyarko 

Representative Ocean El Dakhakhni proxy William Jackson 

Representative Lucy Hoang absent 

Representative Andrea Perez left before the vote 

Representative Ellie Anderson  

Representative Caitlyn Olsen  

Representative Emily Erving  

Representative Francisco Hernandez absent 

Representative Adie Rang 

Representative Sarah Theall  

Representative Carissa O’Donnell left before the vote 

Representative Payton Harrison absent 

Representative Emilie Krecklow  

Representative Henrietta Rutaremwa absent 

Representative Brynn Holmes absent 

Representative Coquille Rex  

Representative Andrea Retano absent 

Representative Caleb Powell absent 

Representative Nathan Schmidt  

 

II. Swearing in of Representatives/Proxies ~ 6:10 pm 

William Jackson was sworn in as proxy for Representative El Dakhakhni. 

House Oath of Office: Oath of Office 

 

III. Approval of Agenda ~ 6:10 pm 

https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/99712734722?pwd=bmtvN3hUVCtpbHNwblE1YTdtSnRLQT09
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pXM6pYfAsklw3vlEDfKs12p7Jq0uLKk3qtlvTMe-IJ0/edit


 
Rep Krecklow moved to add a discussion topic on sustainability fee.  

 Rep Anderson seconded. There was no opposition and the motion carried.  

Rep O’Donnell moved to add HB-14.03 to the agenda 

 Rep Olsen seconded. There was no opposition and the motion carried.  

Rep O’Donnell moved to add executive reports by Reece Kikuchi, Angelo Arredondo, and 

Madeline McIntyre to the agenda. 

 Rep Olsen seconded. There was no opposition and the motion carried. 

IV. Approval of Minutes ~ 6:10 pm 

The minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 

V. Gallery Comments ~ 6:10 pm 

There were no gallery comments.  

VI. Viewpoint Neutrality Presentation- Leslie ~ 6:10 pm 

a. Slides 

b. Viewpoint Neutrality—Leslie Schacht Drey 
i. Important to apply the same level of scrutiny to all units. This is set out in federal 

and state law.  
ii. Summary: Viewpoint neutrality does not remove the ability of the decision 

makers to compare and contrast. However, each ask must be considered 
independently and similar levels of scrutiny must be applied. Duplication of 
programs and services must be examined cautiously. Available funds should not 
be treated as a zero-sum game.  

iii. Notes from Leslie: Avoid thinking about how you utilize the service or the 
number of students that utilize it compared to another. Remember the ASOSU 
priorities from the start of the year: Basic Needs, Sustainability, and Outreach.  

 

VII. Committee Reports: ~ 6:20 pm 

a. Budgets 

i. Rep Olsen: Budgets met today. Discussed the last SFC meeting. Sponsored the 

bills that will be coming to joint session. Will probably discuss the compensation 

bill next week, but it depends on the legacy senator bill. 

b. Campus Improvements 

i. Rep Shah: Both subcommittees have been working. One is working on the 

bikeshare program. There is also a winter coat drive going on in collaboration 

with CIC, Circle K, and Rotoract.  

ii. Rep O’Donnell: Subcommittee 2 is looking into having more lighting on campus. 

This has somewhat fallen through as the project they were hoping to get involved 

with has been delayed.  

c. Outreach 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1rD2RqnT3hY5EEGg2lOUBC4INpId_DpFM/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=111844834505051373675&rtpof=true


 
i. Rep Erving: Did not meet last week. Had to cancel the outreach event last Friday 

due to lack of volunteers, but have more events planned. Would like more people 

to volunteer. Does not know how the tabling went today.  

d. Ethics 

i. Rep Schmidt: Still has not met.  

e. Student Gov/Transition Committee 

i. Rep Theall: Did not met quorum at the last meeting but discussed the role of the 

Senate president next year and the JC. 

f. DCC/ISC Steering Committee 

i. Rep Shah: Has a space for the disability cultural lounge. Is brainstorming events. 

Will likely be hiring two more coordinators for that space. The international 

student lounge is also up and running. The coordinator for that lounge said that 

things are going well but he doesn’t have data yet. 

g. Elections Committee 

i. There were no representatives on the Elections Committee present.  

 

VIII. Gallery Comments ~ 6:30 pm 

There were no gallery comments. 

IX. Executive Branch Reports ~ 6:30 pm 

a. Mya Kuzmin, Local & Legislative Policy Coordinator: Slides 

i. Has been attending city council meetings. Has been working on setting up a 

meeting with City Council Liaison to ASOSU and the Corvallis mayor. Chairs the 

OMN advisory board. Has been reviewing the Oregon bills to see if there are any 

that ASOSU should support or oppose. Is planning the ASOSU DC lobbying trip. 

Will be master of ceremonies at the World Heart Rhythms event on Friday. 

b. Reece Kikuchi, Marketing & Web Development Coordinator 

i. Has been working on the marketing and social media. Thank you to members of 
Congress for reaching out to him about marketing requests. Trying to increase the 
number of photos taken at ASOSU events to post to the social media.  

ii. Ongoing and future projects: Has been working on the website—it is starting to 
come together. Contact him if you notice any errors on it. Has marketing prepared 
for elections, just needs the link for the ballot.  

c. Angelo Arredondo, Policy Director 

i. Work is closely aligned with Mya’s. Has been planning the DC trip—specifically 

the meetings with the lawmakers. Has been reaching out to other Oregon 

university student governments to talk about lobbying the Oregon legislature. Is 

the Vice Chair of the ASOSU Student Advisory Board. Working on finding about 

10 bills in the Oregon legislature to lobby for; resolutions for those will come to 

Congress. 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1T8VZJdLJfi_Yi3bv9NR1PAxleP_1MJ6rys1WR-VZ6hg/edit#slide=id.p


 
d. Madeleine McIntyre, Women and Gender Coordinator 

i. Working on providing support for students for anti-weight bias. Held an event 

with the Women and Gender Center about body positivity earlier this term. Has 

been working with CAPE. Is on the SHS advisory board and the LGBTQ+ 

Council. Helps with OSU Assist. Future projects include the Healthcare Fair at 

the end of this month and working on an international Women’s Day Event with 

the International Student Coordinator.  

 

X. Old Business ~ 6:45 pm 

a. Fee Deliberation and Unit Information.pptx (sharepoint.com) 

b. Fee Deliberation and Unit Information.docx (sharepoint.com) 

i.  

 

XI. New Business ~ 7:00 pm 

a. HB 14.03: “Sustainability Fund Allocation Fund” Bill 

i. Rep O’Donnell: This bill allocates the money in the Sustainability Fund to start a 

bikeshare program in collaboration with the City of Corvallis and up to 5K to the 

WOHESC Conference.  

ii. Discussion:  

1. Rep Krecklow: The bill mentions the operating budget; what will that 

look like? 

a. Rep O’Donnell: The City released a budget that put the total cost 

at $500K for the city and campus.  

2. Speaker Neuschwander: Is this bill in the legislation tracker on 

SharePoint for future access? 

3. Speaker Neuschwander: What is the Sustainability Council, and do they 

have authority over any funding? 

a. They are a group formed after the setting aside of money for the 

sustainability fund. They are not a part of ASOSU. 

b. Rep O’Donnell: They do not have any spending authority or 

control over the Sustainability Fund, which rests with ASOSU 

Congress. 

4. Speaker Neuschwander: Why does this bill allocate up to 5K to them?  

a. Rep O’Donnell: A member of ASOSU verbally promised funding 

for students to go to WOHESC, and having met with the chair of 

Sustainability Council, would not want to burn any bridges. 

5. Jeff Baxter, interim advisor: As a pointed comment, someone outside of 

this body promised that this body would give money to Sustainability 

https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:p:/s/asosu.congress/EYbPHynrBGNOn8v2LQAw9KEB1noM5kdqI1fSDP4zJstEyQ?e=wQbVK3
https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/asosu.congress/ESXZ5BBgYQVAtCcTp0anAg8BVfJN6OUNvZt3DRTtYtkDBg?e=4vajVL
https://oregonstateuniversity.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/asosu.congress/EUSfhywebPBGlZVE0VC1UrAB_IukjxiO57D-W7OQOmMgCg?e=9p3Xf5


 
Council for WOHESC. Does House have a commitment to uphold 

someone else’s promise? 

a. Rep O’Donnell: She and Rep Shah have met with the 

Sustainability Council, so the promise was not entirely separate 

from the Congress. This would also maintain relationships with 

Sustainability Council. 

6. Speaker Neuschwander: Thinks that it is wise to look at the actual 

funding issue of how much money will be needed for this conference 

given that only 15 students have signed up. Why allocate up to 5K when 

they likely won’t need it. 

7. Rep O’Donnell: This conference is put on by an outside organization and 

will be on campus. The Sustainability Council is also working with other 

groups on campus to send students to the WOHESC. 

8. Rep Shah: There is a bit of a time crunch as the deadline for funding for 

the conference is Feb 17th. This likely won’t pass before the deadline due 

to joint session.  

9. Rep Olsen: What does ASOSU get out of sending students to WOHESC? 

a. Rep Krecklow: Is a student signed up to go so that is a conflict of 

interest. Thinks it will be fun for students. 

b. Rep O’Donnell: This has been advertised to students already and 

people are excited about it, such as LEAP club members.  

c. Rep Nyarko: Supports sending students to this conference.  

10. Ethan Hampton, Judicial Council Vice Chair: Notes that the bill is not 

entirely formatted correctly? 

a. Rep O’Donnell: Combined data about the bikeshare proposal and 

the WOHESC funding.  

11. Senate President Pro Tempore Xander Robertson: It might be more 

clear if the bill states that it is allocating 5K to the conference and any 

remainder that is not spent goes back to the bikeshare program.  

a. Rep Shah: The idea was that the entirety of the fund goes to the 

bikeshare, but Sustainability Council gets what they need for 

WOHESC. 

b. Sen Robertson: Thinks that language is great for conversation but 

is vague written as is in the bill. 

12. Speaker Neuschwander: Have not discussed the actual bikeshare 

program yet. Would like to make sure that everyone is aware that the 

entire fund is being proposed to go to that, and that there are also other 

options for that money. 



 
13. Rep Shah: Has heard that the cost for WOHESC is $99 for 3 students; 

with 15 currently signed up, that would be a total of $495, according to  

14. Dylan Perfect, student: Thinks that this bill is a great idea. Thinks that 

Executive branch could cover the cost. 

15. Rep Erving: Would like to echo the Speaker’s comments. Is not against 

the bill but would like more details on what exactly the money will be 

used for and more discussion. Feels that the bill works with the idea of 

Sustainability Fund. 

a. Rep Shah: According to the proposals from the city, the bikeshare 

program will likely require all the money from the Sustainability 

fund. 

16. Sen Robertson: More info is always good. In the bill, it can be specified 

what the money going to Sustainability Council for WOHESC can be 

spent for, such as admission. 

17. Jeff Baxter: Don’t sacrifice your due diligence for other people’s 

deadlines. 

18. ASOSU President Matteo Paola: Exec can cover the cost of WOHESC, 

though it will be overspending and likely a decision by the Congressional 

budgets committee. Will pay for it however, because he prefers not to burn 

bridges with Sustainability Council.  

19. Sen Robertson: Joint Congress is a session of Congress so things can be 

added to the agenda for that on the floor, so this bill could be added. 

Things like this have been done in the past, though it hasn’t “been fun” 

then. 

20. Rep Erving: Does not think House should vote on the bill tonight. Should 

table it until next session. Feels that there is more discussion to be had.  

21. Rep Schmidt motioned to table the bill until next week. 

a. Rep Olsen seconded. There was no opposition, the bill was tabled 

until next week. 

b. SB 82.08: Bill 

i. Speaker Neuschwander: This bill is the same bill that was presented to House 

last week and was amended on the floor. In the conference committee, there were 

2 problems with the House version that arose. One, if a legacy senator vacated 

their seat, it would have to be filled. Two, there would be payroll to cover the cost 

of the additional senators, but it would not be ideal. 

ii. Sen Robertson: The main point was that the House version would essentially 

create additional at-large seats. Another point was that Congress had already 

decided on 18 seats for next year’s Senate, and there may be a larger discussion to 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1EyshkweIVnpwRjWaARavc521R4tap7Jn/edit?usp=drive_web&ouid=111844834505051373675&rtpof=true


 
be had about the number of seats for Congress. The Judicial Council also released 

an opinion yesterday abolishing constituencies for Congress, so there will be no 

undergrad or grad seats.  

iii. Discussion:  

1. Rep Schmidt: Could the vacated legacy senator seat disappear if they 

vacated? 

a. Jeff Baxter: This came up at conference committee. The number 

of seats cannot be changed during the year. 

b. Sen Robertson: Having those seats disappear midyear sets the 

precedent that the body can get smaller and smaller throughout the 

year and the number can be adjusted during the year. This may 

also be unconstitutional 

2. Speaker Neuschwander: To Sen Robertson’s point about adjusting the 

number of seats, it is an issue that could end up in front of Ethics 

Committee.  

3. Perfect: OGC has previously said that intentionally leaving seats open 

may go against ethics laws.  

4. Rep Krecklow: Does the Elections Packet still says that there are 18 seats 

open? 

a. Rep Schmidt: Yes, as far as he knows. 

b. Rep Krecklow: This is her one reservation about it, since it has 

been advertised that there are 18 seats to the student body. 

c. Speaker Neuschwander: The Chair of the Elections Committee 

has said that this would not be the only thing that will need to be 

changed in the elections packet. 

5. Speaker Neuschwander: If anyone is planning on running the next 

election as a senator, please stat if you have a potential conflict of interest. 

6. Hampton: Elected members of ASOSU are held liable to state ethics 

laws. The potential conflict of interest in this bill is considered potential 

conflict of interest. If you are running for a Senate seat and you are voting 

on the number of seats in the election that affects the competitiveness of 

the race, you are taking on personal liability if you vote on the bill instead 

of abstaining. Recommends for this bill, anyone who is thinking of 

running or is running should declare a potential conflict of interest and 

abstain from the votes and discussion as they see fit.  

7. Rep Anderson motioned to move into a roll call vote on the bill 

a. Rep Krecklow and Rep Rex seconded. There was no opposition. 

b. The bill passed with four abstentions and seven in favor.  



 
c. Discussion of Sustainability Funding 

i. Rep Krecklow: One of the Congressional budget priorities is sustainability. Does 

not believe this is being reflected in the proposed unit budgets, especially not 

ASOSU’s budget. Dylan Perfect will speak on this. 

1. Perfect—Environmental Sustainability and Student Fee Funds 

Presentation 

a. OSU emitted about 14,789 homes worth of emission in FY22. This 

is a decrease of 22% from 2008. OSU’s initial target was carbon 

neutrality by 2025.  

b. There previously was a student fee charged for sustainability, 

starting in 2003 and ending in 2015.  

c. Sustainability has been a Congressional budget priority for the past 

two years.  

d. ASOSU allocated $100K from the Clearing Fund last year for 

Sustainability programs. This $100K was a one-time allocation, 

and any part of it not used this year will roll over to next year.  

e. Would like to see ASOSU establish an annual fund for 

sustainability. With “marginal” cuts from other ASOSU unit line 

items, a fund for sustainability could be established with no cost. It 

would be a total cost of $0.019 per student per term, with no net 

increase to the overall student fee.  

f. The ASOSU operating budget could be voted down and sent to 

mediation to have this added to the budget. Another option is to 

amend the bill on the floor.  

2. Rep Olsen: How would reallocating the funds affect ASOSU’s operation? 

a. Perfect: Would have to look at it. Probably less than 1% to each 

portion of the budget.  

b. Proposal: 

i. MGV200: $76,965 last year. Proposed increase to fee in 

$80,000, and the proposed decrease would be a $500 

decrease.  

ii. MGV320: $10,455 zero impact no change to the fee. 

Proposed decrease would be $455.  

3. Rep Erving: Knows that the ASOSU budget is already being cut for next 

year, and there is the pilot program for Beaver Buddies, so feels that the 

budget is tight. Also, why was this not raised earlier? 

a. Perfect: He raised this issue with the ASOSU SAB and with the 

SFC. Thinks it is critical to continue the momentum for 



 
sustainability funding by ASOSU. The Beaver Buddies program is 

in the SafeRide program  

4. Rep Rex: So the SFC and the SAB have decided not to take action on this. 

a. Speaker Neuschwander: That is correct. 

b. Jeff Baxter: This issue was not raised to the ASOSU Board as a 

whole, just to the chair.  

5. Rep Krecklow: Thinks it is important to take steps to fund sustainability.  

6. Sophia Nowers, as member of the gallery: Where is this money going? 

How will it be spent? Currently understands that Sustainability Council 

cannot currently be allocated funds by ASOSU as it is not a part of the 

organizations. 

a. Perfect: It would have to be used for environmental sustainability 

funds and would be allocated by the Congress as the sustainability 

fund is currently. Would establish the fund as a priority for 

ASOSU and enable the creation of a continuing sustainability 

program for ASOSU. 

 

XII. Speaker Announcements ~ 7:30 pm 

a. Sign up for tabling  

i. Everyone has an obligation to do tabling once per term. 

b. JOINT SESSION—Be there in person. 

i. Review budget documents. SFC Chair will send out his report soon. Thank you to 

everyone who has made it to the SFC deliberations.  

 

XIII. Representative Comments ~  7:30 pm 

- Rep Erving: Please remember the work that Outreach is putting into planning things, 

and sign up, because if no one signs up the events must be canceled.  

 

XIV. Advisor Comments ~  7:30 pm 

- Jeff Baxter, interim advisor: SafeRide is open now.  

XV. Gallery Comments ~ 7:30 pm 

- Dylan Perfect: Reach out if you have any questions about the sustainability fee 

proposal. 

- Sen Robertson: Please come to joint session in person. There will be food. 

Concerning Outreach committee: they are tasked with planning outreach events for 

Congress, to make jobs of members of congress easier so they do not have to table 

personally.  

  



 
XVI. Adjournment ~ 7:30 pm 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 pm. 

 

 


