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SEC 288

I)  Roll Call/Quorum ~ 6:31 pm
Sen. Acar — present
Sen. Allen - present
Sen. Becquer — present
Sen. Durr — present
Sen. Eckman - present
Sen. Gomez Silva — present
Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin — present
Sen. Ikehara — present
Sen. Jones — present
Sen. Karlapati — absent
Sen. Knox - present
Sen. Lau - present
. Sen. Lewandowski — present
Sen. Morales-Coonrad — present
Sen. Pearson — present
Sen. Raschkes - present
Sen. Rowe — present
Sen. Wright - present
II)  Swearing in of Senators/Proxies
a. There were no proxies to be sworn in.
I11)  Approval of Minutes
a. The minutes were approved as written.
I\V)  Approval of Agenda
a. Sen. Rowe motioned to add SB-84.17 to the end of the agenda.
V)  Gallery Comments
a. There were no gallery comments.
VI)  Executive Branch Reports
a. Narmeen Rashid — Diversity and Inclusion Director
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i. Narmeen Rashid, Diversity and Inclusion Director: Hi all, my name is
Narmeen, and | am the diversity and inclusion director. | oversee the Diversity
and Inclusion team which includes the Nontraditional Affairs Coordinator,
LGBTQ Advocacy Coordinator, and the Diverse and International Policy
Coordinator. | support them in the events that they put on and check in regularly
with them. This term for me has been a lot of meetings with admins introducing
myself to them and departments. | planned a tabling event for Domestic Violence
Awareness Month, in which we had students come and create bracelets with
empowering messages. In the end we ended up talking to over 100 students and
community members. | held a Hijabi Empowerment hour swim night in week 6
and am looking forward to having more regular swim nights starting winter term.
Right now, | am helping plan an international student coffee hour in
collaboration with SEE/ECC and CAPS which will start winter term. Because of
my position | am on the planning committee for the annual Dr. King
Commemoration week, we are working hard towards the breakfast and keynote
speaker event.

b. Alena Makarova — International Students Affairs Coordinator

i. Alena Makarova, International Student Affairs Coordinator: Hello everyone,
my name is Alyona, and | am the International Student Affairs Coordinator at
ASOSU. During this term it was busy including everyone and getting everyone
to participate in activities. We have done cozy evenings with international
students at the Basic Needs Center and showed them the resources available,
such as laundry and textbooks. We had the event during the international week,
which was during week 7. Aya is not here, but she was the main person who
organized the event. They also were able to learn things about CAPS, SafeRide,
and the Office of International Services. | tried to introduce all the resources we
have on campus for international students, as | remember that was something |
struggled with when I was a new student here. Planning to do bi-weekly coffee
hours during winter term in collaboration with other organizations. We are trying
to make it bi-weekly from now to see how many people will attend, and then
maybe we will make it more often. We will collaborate with the recycling center
to provide resources and webinars for students to do with recycling on campus.
Hopefully with that, students will be more aware of how recycling culture works
in Oregon. It may be simple for Oregonians, but it is not as simple for
international students.

c. Meron Solomon — Website and Media Development Coordinator

i. Meron Solomon, Website and Media Development Coordinator: Hi
everyone, I’'m Meron Solomon, the Website and Marketing Coordinator for the
ASOSU Executive Branch. Over the past term, I’ve been focusing on improving
the accessibility of the ASOSU website. Using OSU’s built-in accessibility
checker, I’ve been reviewing and updating each page to make sure it meets
accessibility standards. Alongside this, I’ve been working on making the website
easier to navigate for students by organizing content more clearly and updating
outdated information from last year’s administration. I’ve also collaborated with
other campus offices, such as Transportation Services, to update pages related to



initiatives like Veo bikes and scooters. In addition, I’ve been working with some
executive staff to revamp specific portions of the website, including the section
for Senate legislation, which is still a work in progress. On the marketing side,
I’ve been supporting ASOSU’s marketing efforts by occasionally creating flyers
myself and utilizing resources like the MU Creative Studio. To keep the
marketing team updated, | developed a marketing calendar to track upcoming
ASOSU events and marketing deadlines. These updates and systems are part of
my broader goal to ensure ASOSU’s online presence is accessible, easy to use,
and visually appealing. I look forward to continuing to improve our online and
marketing initiatives for ASOSU.

d. Maddie Jensen — Outreach Coordinator (have the script down)

i. Maddie Jensen, Outreach Coordinator: Good evening, Senators. Thank you
for the opportunity to speak with you. My name is Maddie, and I’m the Outreach
Coordinator for ASOSU. My role is to connect ASOSU with the student body,
promote engagement, and ensure we are a visible and supportive presence on
campus. This fall, | focused on building connections by visiting cultural centers —
not just to hang up flyers, but to form genuine relationships with students and
staff. These small, intentional actions help promote trust and awareness. | also
worked with Tanner to promote the Toy Drive in partnership with the Veterans
Resource Center. We distributed flyers across campus, including cultural centers
and residence halls, to ensure students knew about this initiative and could
participate in making a difference for families in need. Being in this role is about
showing students that ASOSU is here for them. Simple gestures, like handing out
Easter eggs on holidays, can make students feel appreciated and increase
awareness of what we do. Looking forward, my goal is to continue these small
but impactful actions to strengthen connections and build a more inclusive and
engaged campus community. Thank you, and I’'m happy to answer any questions.

VII)  New Business
a. There was no new business.
VIIl)  Committee Reports
a. Budgets

i. Sen. Eckman: We met earlier today and discussed the compensation model for
next year.

b. Student Government

i. Sen. Pearson: We are working on JC applications. We held interviews and are
getting ready to provide advisory recommendation to the President.

c. Campus Improvements

i. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin: Mostly talking about and plan for the end of the
term. We got our current project for this term finished, so we are just trying to
prepare for next term.

d. Outreach

i. Sen. Lau: Working on ironing out a meeting time for next term and continuing
with our physical student suggestion station. Working our way towards choosing
and working through our project for next term.

e. Standing and Special Rules



Sen. Pearson: We are mostly focusing on finishing up the standing rules, only
looking over additional rules over maintaining health and cleaning up anything
there. You can expect them ideally at the first meeting of next term.

IX)  Gallery Comments
a. Saegis Abbott asked to speak a prayer.
b. Vice President Kowash: As a reminder, ASOSU does respect freedom of expression and
values gallery feedback. OSU and ASOSU does not endorse any one particular religion.

X)  Old Business

a. SB 84.16 - “Working Group on Social Responsibility in Fee Allocations”

iv.

V.

Sen. Gomez Silva: Just as a reminder, let's all be respectful to each other. We are
all students here and we are all trying to make a difference. We are all doing a
really great thing at being here at pm on the Tuesday of Week 10.
Vice President Kowash: Would we like to look at the proposed amendments, or
would we like to move to gallery comment first?

1. Sen. Durr motioned for a 5-minute reading period, seconded by Sen.

Lewandowski.
2. Sen. Allen motioned to increase the reading period by 3 minutes, Sen.
Pearson seconded.

Sen. Gomez Silva: | feel like we should go into a discussion and then open to
gallery after we have discussed a bit.
Sen. Pearson: | personally prefer Sen. Rowes to Sen. Durr's. There are a couple
of items in Sen. Durr's amendments that | do have some concerns about. Looking
at those amendments | feel like the striking of modifications to the ASOSU Code
of Conduct is very concerning as we should be upholding people's rights to
protest, and that is something | am not comfortable with striking that. | also do
not think we really heard a lot of pushback on that, so | do not understand why it
is not there. The other main concern | have is | feel like there are a few things
that have to do with the functionality. Things such as the random selection seems
counter functional to the intent of the bill. When we are looking at considerations
of what to do, it has already been resolved by the ASOSU and we have already
the passed the official stance, which is a divestment from genocide. Striking that
language does not make sense. It would make sense maybe if it was another
committee designed to hold general public opinion, but when there is a task force
for a specified purpose that is not functional to getting work done. There needs to
be an emphasis on getting work done and material results. Intentional selection
allows there to be the work and can commit to the stance that we have already
taken. There is a likelihood that someone that just tosses their name in the bucket
gets chosen over someone who is very qualified for the position, perhaps
someone who has budgeting experience and is really knowledgeable about the
topic. When it comes to a taskforce which is created to do work, random
selection is not a functional solution.
Sen. Allen: As senators of color, we are no strangers to the heavy burden of
advocacy. Time and time again, we are tasked with not only representing our
constituents but also carrying the weight of educating others, addressing
ignorance, and fighting for inclusion in spaces that often marginalize or silence



us. This overtasking is not only unjust—it is unsustainable and unacceptable.
Some of the comments made in past meetings towards senators as well as after
senators had made statements and comments have set us back as they add to the
re-marginalization of the students who have been elected to share these voices
and be outspoken. There has also been significant disrespect towards senators
from other senators as well as from the gallery. It is deeply entitled to make these
comments and direct them towards other senators. The taking up of space and
ignoring the voices who are often directly impacted by oppression perpetuates
the very systems we claim to challenge. It marginalizes those with lived
experiences and invaluable perspectives, replacing their insights with
performative gestures or shallow debates that fail to address the root of the issues
at hand. This dynamic not only silences the voices that should be at the forefront
but also undermines our collective ability to make informed, equitable decisions.
We cannot move forward as a truly representative and inclusive body if we
continue to prioritize dominant voices over those directly affected by injustice.
Instead, we must intentionally create space for these voices to lead,
acknowledging that their lived realities and expertise are not only valid but
essential to the work we do. In our recent deliberations over a bill addressing
genocide, the conversation exposed troubling dynamics. A comment was made
dismissing the need to recognize multiple genocides, suggesting this would
overshadow Palestine. This framing is both reductive and harmful. Justice
demands intersectionality, yet voices advocating for this critical perspective were
ignored or silenced. When this harmful rhetoric was addressed, it was left to a
woman of color to do so—further burdening those of us already overtasked with
confronting bias and holding this space accountable. This pattern is not new.
Time and time again, perspectives from students of color are disregarded unless
they align with dominant narratives. Meanwhile, we continue to bring informed,
fact-based arguments to the table, only to have our voices overshadowed by those
who prioritize personal agendas or derisive commentary. The last meeting, where
some senators resorted to mocking and name-calling, epitomizes this disrespect.
Being labeled as “spineless” for taking a principled and cautious approach to a
complex issue is not just inappropriate—it is detrimental to the integrity of this
body. We are tired. Tired of having to justify our presence, our perspectives, and
our worth in spaces where we have every right to exist. Tired of being
overburdened while others take up space without adding value or considering the
diverse realities of the students we represent. This dynamic not only diminishes
our contributions but actively harms the process by excluding perspectives rooted
in lived experiences and rigorously researched facts. We call on this Senate to do
better—to be better. Inclusivity is not a checkbox; it is a commitment. If we are
to serve our community effectively, we must ensure that the voices of
marginalized students are uplifted, not silenced; respected, not dismissed. This is
not just our responsibility as senators of color—it is the responsibility of every
individual in this body to foster a space where equity, respect, and justice prevail.
We will continue to advocate for what is right, but we will no longer accept being
overtasked and overlooked. Our voices matter. Our contributions matter. And
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Vii.
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Xi.

Xii.

this Senate must reflect that truth in both words and actions. After the last senate
meeting, reflection is definitely necessary.

Sen. Gomez Silva: | just want to say thank you for that, and it is important for us
to acknowledge that we are here as people and not as agendas. Building upon that
pro-tempore Rowe | am proud you took into consideration all those things people
have been saying to make these amendments. | like this bill way better with all
the amendments added to it. It is important to represent more than just ourselves.
It is important to tread lightly but to be aware at the same time. Ultimately, | do
like the balance of this bill and appreciate this work.

Sen. Durr: Emerson, you had said | made an amendment to the code of conduct,
what were you referring to?

Sen. Pearson: | believe it is present in both of the amendments introduced. My
bad, I think | was reading them wrong.

Sen. Durr: With the whereas statements, they were not my top priority so | am
up for changes there, if that will get the bill passed. For the randomly selected
part, | see what you are saying. The committee was made for a specific purpose,
but there is more than one way to go about this. If you have a committee of
people that are all chosen by just Adison, they will get you an answer but there is
an alternative answer that is not necessarily any more right or wrong. Doing it at
random is not supposed to be indicative of the entire student body, it is supposed
to be indicative of the different perspectives people have on how to divest. |
would like to see the recommendation made with a wealth of different people
chosen at random. 1 think it makes sense to me to have there be an equal chance
for everybody.

Sen. Pearson: | think that my question becomes, what within your plan here
would prevent, say, if climate change has been included. What if a bunch of
people who are really opposed to climate justice decide to apply for the taskforce,
what would we do about it? What if they are against the direct purpose of the
taskforce?

Sen. Durr: That was something that was difficult to reconcile in our meeting.
The likelihood of that happening doesn't seem to be terribly likely. Even if | may
disagree with that, if it was representative of part of the student body, then | can't
necessarily deny them that voice.

Sen. Pearson: We already have a resolution that has stated the position of
ASOSU. | encourage anyone who wants to share their voice to come to the
committee, and they can and will be heard. That doesn't mean that the taskforce
should be populated at random. | am open to there being alternative means of the
committee being populated, but it has to do so in a way that is measured and not
at random. We have now had this bill take a week longer than is ideal for it to be
implemented in an effective manner, and I do not see this manner feasible. I think
the amendments by Sen. Rowe make it much more functionable. If there were
changes, | think there should be more intention and consideration added as
opposed to a reduction in intention in selection of the task force. | can see that
there may be an additional bill passed after this, where there are more members
on the committee. | think that intention and thoroughness matter in a taskforce
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when the very purpose of the body is to carry out work.

Sen. Durr: | did want to say, considering the timeline, is that one of the things |
did remove was the January 11™ date. After the 3" week of us talking about this |
am not convinced that the group will be able to have a good recommendation by
that date.

Sen. Pearson: | think that when it comes down to it, it is a matter of weighing
perfect vs good vs nothing. | do not think we will have the perfect
recommendation, but something at all is better than nothing. More information is
always better, even if what the taskforce comes back with is just an identification
of a small number of expenditures or just a little, that is better than nothing and
gives us something to work with. A tiny change is better than no change at all,
and the tiniest amount of good is at least some amount of good. | think that it is
better to have some small amount of good, and then next year the committee can
come back and have a stronger recommendation. It is limiting our viewpoint if
we won't work with just something, we should do our best to give some material
change. A small recommendation can maybe help and be used in some of the
MOUs and work with the budget managers and units. Perhaps some changes can
be implemented throughout the year. | think that | do not see a reason not to try
and have something at all.

Sen Durr: | do not think there is a perfect recommendation to exist. | think that
this issue requires more than a month's worth of attention. For something as large
as a divestment from some of the companies that we have spoken of, it would
take more time to get a unit a decent recommendation up. | would not be
comfortable voting for it if it came across our desks on January 11%.

Sen. Pearson: | agree that it does deserve more than a month of our time. | want
to draw attention to the fact that there have been people independently doing the
work that can be on the taskforce or come to the taskforce. There have been a lot
of students that have already been trying to look at things like this. Also, | would
say that if even there is one person and if they identify certain items, .5 % is still
something and more than nothing. | think that is something that would be very
feasible, even if it is something such as a different brand of stapler to buy.

Sen. Raschkes: The level of delusion displayed in the last two meetings was
shocking. It highlights how disconnected the senate is from reality, by not
making decisions based on science, but rather political science. The absurdity of
the statements being made from our previous meetings, it's nothing but a bunch
of "Bernie Sanders" — or, in other words, BS. Remember, who initiated this
conflict in the first place? According to the Associated Press, Iran’s government
is covertly encouraging protests in the United States over Israel’s war against
Hamas in Gaza, aiming to stir outrage ahead of the 2024 election. Director of
National Intelligence Avril Haines stated that Iran is leveraging social media
platforms popular in the U.S., with groups linked to Tehran posing as online
activists, promoting protests, and even providing financial support to some
protest groups. When asked to name a genocide with over 50,000 casualties, it's
worth noting, according to the BBC, that a U.S. official estimated in October
2024 that the war in Ukraine had resulted in more than 57,500 Ukrainian deaths



and 250,000 wounded. By February 25, 2024, Ukraine had confirmed 31,000
soldiers killed in the conflict. The selective focus on certain genocides while
disregarding others—often because one is deemed more trendy or popular—is
utterly absurd. This highlights the bias and discriminatory behavior evident in the
senate, including the display of antisemitism. Tel Aviv hosts the largest Pride
event in the Middle East and continental Asia, earning recognition as the "gay
capital of the Middle East," according to Forbes. In stark contrast, CBS reports
that Palestine ranks as the eighth-worst country globally for LGBTQ+ rights,
placing 190th out of 197 on Equaldex’'s LGBTQ+ Equality Index. Israel, on the
other hand, ranks 48th and stands as the only Middle Eastern nation where same-
sex unions are legally recognized. Meanwhile, homosexuality remains a taboo in
Palestinian territories, with LGBTQ+ individuals facing significant persecution
and violence. To all the women and LGBTQ+ individuals supporting Palestine
and considering voting for this bill, it’s like the deer saying that they are pro and
for the bears. Claiming that members of the senate are employing CIA tactics
simply because they disagree with you is absurd. There is no publicly available
evidence suggesting that the CIA or FBI are actively working to disrupt pro-
Palestinian protests in the United States. It's crucial to differentiate between
lawful surveillance and potential overreach. While concerns about civil liberties
are legitimate, current information does not support the idea of a systematic
campaign by the CIA or FBI targeting pro-Palestinian activism. If you want full
control over your money, you're welcome to take it and head 45 minutes south to
the University of Oregon—I'm sure they'd be happy to have you. Alternatively,
you could go to Palestine and exercise your privilege there. Some of our senators
seem to love Palestine so much that they might as well relocate, and perhaps we
should start referring to them as the "Senator for Palestine.” On 11/19, the senate
stated that neutrality required divestment. Then, on 11/26, the senate shifted,
claiming neutrality was impossible and that taking a stand by supporting
Palestine was necessary, as their political motives and agendas were fully on
display. When another senator proposed that neutrality meant not catering to any
side and addressing all genocides globally with equal concern, they were
dismissed and told that neutrality implied inaction, making everyone complicit in
genocide—a truly absurd claim. The climate change analogy mentioned in the
last meeting was intended to stifle dissent and differing viewpoints, which is a
dangerous precedent. The only "climate change" | observed was a shift in the
political climate, marked by constant flip-flopping on what neutrality means. The
senate’s focus solely on the number of Palestinians killed, without
acknowledging the Israelis killed, further reveals its bias and animosity toward
Israel.

xviii. Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin: | was just going to say that in terms of the
amendments, | would like to show my support in for Adison's. There are good
points on both sides, but I am more convinced for the pro-Adison side. It is not
like we are losing out on some of the work that you did Shawn, | would just like
to throw that out there.

xiX. Sen. Gomez Silva: | just wanted to say that all of us in this room have dissenting
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opinions and if we are going to go as low as saying that we should be senators for
another country, we need to step back and really reevaluate where our morals lie.
As a Mexican woman, | know that all the student fee allocation bills that | have
been fighting for, are not because who | am and my background. This just means
that | am going to help the students here at OSU, that chose to be here, that chose
to go to university to make a difference. Besides that, even though we do not
have any backups for any of the things we are trying to divest from, that does not
mean we cannot find any. I highly doubt that Sen. Pearson, Sen. Rowe, or anyone
else would not be happy to go into depth in finding the research to find different
alternatives. As a person who personally chose to boycott from Starbucks, | knew
that Dutch is right there. | have alternatives and | know where I can find them
because |1 am able to do research. | am here to make this campus a better place
and | can say that for everyone here in this room. As for Sen. Durr's amendments,
I do like all the things that have been said and agree that it will take more than a
month to fully decide the whole task force, but if there is any chance we can all
have a meeting to figure out a timeline that would be great. Also Sen. Pearson’s
comment about people doing their own individual research, | feel like that has
taken a lot of anxiety off my chest and | genuinely feel like this will be doable
especially with Sen. Rowe’s amendments.
Vice President Kowash: We do have that standing rule where after 45 minutes
on legislation the discussion ends unless a motion to extend is passed. We are at
45 minutes, so do | hear a motion to extend?

1. Sen. Pearson motioned to extend the discussion indefinitely, seconded by

Sen. Lewandowski.

Sen. Pearson: | have a couple things to say. | think Sen. Gomez Silva has hit the
nail on the head. | wanted to hit some points there in discussing, for example,
looking at what can be done and finding alternatives. That is what the task force
will do, which is to identify the alternatives among other things. That is the
purpose of the taskforce, and it will ideally grow much more next year and will
be something. Additionally, I think | would like to absolutely thank Sen.
Raschkes for the complement for comparing me to one of my idols Bernie
Sanders. | also wanted to address some of those comments talking about how we
should be senators for Palestine as opposed to senators for OSU students. OSU
students include International and Palestinian students, and many of them who
are directly impacted by the genocide. | am proud to be a senator and to fight for
those who are suffering here. Yes, | am going to use my voice to fight for them,
because that is why | was elected and there is nothing shameful about that. When
looking at the HP and those concerns about all the buildings and internships,
those are not through the incidental fee? We are looking at the expenses made
through students' money, such as items that are purchased. We fundamentally do
not have the power to box out HP as the ASOSU, so that argument is not
applicable to this case. Last thing, regarding the comment made when it comes to
women and queer people supporting Palestine, something along the lines of
saying it is akin to deer supporting bears. | think that it’s pretty wild to try to
speak for the women and queer people in this body who are supportive of
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Palestine and tell us that we are like foolish little deer. There are queer and
female Palestinians who are being bombed. This idea that “But have you
considered that some victims of genocide might be homophobic?” is harmful.
Just because someone might be homophobic does not mean that an entire group
of people deserve that and that we should do nothing. This is clearly a
weaponization of women's and queer rights for the sake of harming other
people's rights. There is no justice until everyone is liberated.

Sen. Lewandowski: | have been thinking about this legislation for a long time
now. | also know that when I talk here I am putting myself in front of you all and
sometimes that does make me nervous as | do know that peers | care about are in
support of this legislation. I understand where they are coming from and
understand how much work you have put into it, but | have been wrestling with
some fears and feelings that as a senator | was elected here to support the
community and am compelled to speak on that. | have recently heard from one of
my good classmates. Listening to him and his experience being Jewish on
campus and how he felt with the protests, it hurt me. Religious freedom is
engraved in our constitution, and it has been shown time over time how
important religious freedom is. It gets put under strict scrutiny, and students on
this campus feel like they cannot be themselves or practice their religion freely,
and | feel like that is compelling and something that should interest us as
senators. They want to feel safe on campus and they want to wear the Star of
David in peace. Where | feel like this bill conflicts with, the religion aspect, is
what would our stance this mean for them? | feel like they are not being
considered. | care about these people. We have learned in class about the
atrocities they face, about WWII and how real antisemitism still is today. It is sad
and | do not feel like there is enough interest in supporting the students here who
are being affected negatively. | have not heard discourse from Palestinian
students of opposition of hate they have experienced. If that has happened, | am
sorry and that is hard and should not happen, but I do not think that divestment is
the best course of action. | understand that the task force has done its research,
has tried out many alternatives but I just don’t think that this is the best way to
go.

Sen. Ikehara: | think 1 am leaning towards being in favor of Sen. Rowes
amendments. Allowing us to increase ethical spending as soon as possible is
better even if it is not the perfect solution. In that way, | prefer that specific
timeline. There have been comments made saying that Israel is good for women
and queer people, and I think this kind of logic is used in a lot sentiment that is
used in orientalism as well as just in general claiming that the Middle East, or
East Asian people in general, are so anti-progressive towards these rights. | think
this logic is very harmful to other things that these groups hold. Also comments
that were mentioned that senators should go to a specific place, and I think that
that is extremely harmful and a rhetoric that has been used against people of
color time and time again to exclude us. | just wanted to bring attention to those
statements.

Sen. Acar: | wanted to ask a question; in our oath do we say anything about



having to be neutral? No? That is good to know. | do not know why we are
prioritizing neutrality. Recently we voted on a resolution to be in support of the
Graduate coalition, and that is political. Saying that we should stand neutral does
not follow. | wanted to address the comment about senators going to Palestine as
well, I thought that was harmful in a way that has maybe not been stated. My
family and | are from the Middle East and my loved one's family are from the
Middle East, and they are dead because they are in Palestine. They chose to stay
there because it is their ancestral home, and they had no choice because they had
nowhere to go. Egypt and America will not take them. To be told to go back
there is gross and disheartening. | also wanted to say something about Adison's
compromise. The word Palestine is only mentioned in this 7 times, and most of
them are referring to SR-84.03, and | thought that was important to note. | think
these amendments provide some space for other ethical concerns to be brought
up.

xxv. Sen. Rowe: The amendments | have brought up, many of you have addressed
concerns about them. The biggest one, which I think will determine how people
vote tonight, is who appoints the committee, and | would like to address an
alternative amendment. | would like to reiterate that random chance is random,
and this isn't how any job in the university works. Why do we as a senate want to
roll the dice on whether or not we will get a good recommendation? The status
quo of the bill, on the other hand, will let the chair and committee chairs all
appoint people. These people have voted differently on at least 9 pieces of
legislation, they all have differing opinions. Yes, the committee may not be
perfectly representative, but we already have a compromise which allows for
significantly more voices to be heard over time and | think that is the
compromise to go with. What this committee is addressing, | think that Shawn’s
idea was great, which was to draw from previous senate resolutions. This
includes extending to crimes of humanity that are not just Palestine and climate
change. If future events come up, the senate can pass a resolution. | would like to
get on the point of supporting students a bit. | would like to reiterate that a nation
has killed over 50,000 people in the last year, and we are the biggest contributors
to their ability to do that. That is not a commentary on every single person who
comes from that nation. | mean, | have a lot of problems with the United States
government, it is not anti-American to protest. This bill is ultimately striving
towards peace and prosperity using our only voice we have to make a difference.
People signed the petition and have showed up here. It is not true to say that
students have not advocated for this. | also would like to open for gallery
comments, because we have people in the gallery who are holding up a sign that
reads “Midvalley Jews for Peace” and that they are in support of this bill. There
are a variety of viewpoints on this perspective, and we should not treat people as
a monolith.

1. Sen. Rowe motioned to finish out the speaking order, take a 5-minute
recess, then open for gallery comments at 2-minutes per person for 30
minutes; seconded by Sen. Gomez Silva.

xxvi. Sen. Gomez Silva: First of all, thank you so much Sen. lkehara, you stole the
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words out of my mouth. | just also want to bring light to some of the language
that has been used in this meeting. If we are going to be using language like “if
you don’t like it here then leave” or “go over there”, it roots a lot with racism and
anti-immigration that myself, my people and others have faced. | know that this
language is not used specifically to target any one group and was most likely
used passively, but as a student representative please keep in mind the things you
are saying have weight to them and can be hurtful. We have to understand that
we are all students, and everyone is experiencing something different. Thank
you, Sen. Acar, for saying what you said as well about neutrality, because if we
are being completely honest with ourselves, nothing in government ever gets
done by being passive and neutral. Also thank you Sen. Lewandowski for your
comment. My best friend, who | consider a sister, is Jewish herself and I will
never try to downplay the antisemitism that these individuals face. If it ever
seems like it, as a student representative please call me out. | am so sorry that our
Jewish students feel that there is an animosity against them. | was also going to
say that I see you and | hear you. | am not anti-Jewish; | am anti-Zionism, and |
cannot express it enough how different those two things are. Again, as a student
representative, if | am doing something that is hurtful, do not hesitate to call me
out. If there is any way to shine light to our Jewish students into this bill, | would
greatly appreciate that as well.

Sen. Knox: Looking at the amendments, | appreciate them both. The differences
in the whereas statements are significant enough for me to prefer one over the
other. The difference in the appointments process to the committee, | prefer the
committee appointments that Shawn has described where any person who may
not be in those described positions can have their chance to participate. | think
even if those voices may disagree on certain points, people should have a place to
voice those opinions. | know we already passed a resolution in support of
divestment, and | agree with that. However, in that resolution ethical divestment
is not exactly outlined. Even if people agree on the idea of divestment, there
could be a lot of variety on what people think ethical divestment is, as everyone
has their own moral compass. There may be different views as to what level of
divestment is best, and having the opportunity to allow that onto a committee is
important. | do also appreciate the fact that in Shawns resolution it is not just
people appointed at random of that committee, there is still 5+ people that Adison
still appoints to the committee from those positions described. I think it strikes a
nice balance. It is true that if selected at random there is no guarantee that these
people's viewpoints will differ, it just gives people a chance. | still don't
necessarily see Adison’s amendments as solving or addressing this issue. While it
does amend to allow committee chairs to appoint people, those are still subject to
confirmation by the committee itself which is initially established by a single
person. | still feel like the committee would be an echo chamber. It still in my
mind is having one person appoint the committee but also having other people
put forth recommendations, just not at an equal level, and that is why | kind of
prefer Sen. Durr's appointment process.

Sen. Morales-Coonrad: | would like to address Mercedez. Your statement is
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super powerful, and | appreciate what you said. So, thank you. | would love a
cited source list that Sen. Raschkes could compile of all these sources and would
love to reference those. To Alexa, you hit it out of the park with comments that
have often been used as very xenophobic, and | would hope people would refrain
from similar comments in the future. | think Adison's amendments help make
sure that this committee can vote on issues they would like to focus on, and |
appreciate that. | do appreciate your amendments as well Shawn but would like
to keep Palestine in the whereas statements, and think it is a great example of an
issue that is currently happening. We all seem to be incentivized to fight for
good, for anti-war crimes, for climate change and against genocide. I think Lydia,
you touched on inaction, and I will not stand for it. I would love to see the task
force in any formation; however, | would have to agree on the aspect of more
than just Adison appointing people to the committee. As a voice for the students,
I really see the activism on campus on both sides to be super brave, and | am in
support of passing the legislation tonight.
Sen. Durr: First, I would like to say that as far as the legislation from last year,
Eliza did recommend that to me I cannot take credit. Teaghan and Donovan, that
is similar to what | said, it is not that we do not trust Adison, it is just that not
everyone has an open line of communication with them all the time and there are
probably people that have been doing equal amounts of work that have not been
recognized. As far as Adison’'s amendments are concerned, | like the part
regarding the 8 parts to be included in the recommendation by the task force. |
really like that list, and it is a list | made at the last meeting, so | am not opposed
to adding that in. The reason | did not have that in mine was because | kind
assumed that would naturally come from the recommendation, and if they didn't
have these things I do not know how valuable the recommendation would be. |
would also like to add a couple that | thought of. The first would be: Why would
there be divestment from a company, as well as why the alternative company is
good to invest in. With the whereas statements, | get what you are saying. | was
only trying to remove some because we had a lot of pages of them and | added a
couple so I did not want them to get too long. But again, if the whereas
statements are what is going to pass the bill, then so be it. | do not have a
particularly strong stance, but I would like the ones | wrote to be in it because |
believe they are nice additions to the bill.
Sen. Allen: Thank you, Donovan, for addressing what | said, | feel like it kind of
got shoved over a bit but | hope that people are reflecting on it. Aside from that,
Lydia brought up a point on neutrality. I think that is good, and we should not
stay neutral, but I think that we should have an open mind about what stances we
are taking. | support divestment, but doing it in a way that harms some students is
not how we should go about it. I think if we can all come to a compromise that
would probably be the best. We all deserve to feel safe and to have a space on
this campus.
Sen. lkehara: | just wanted to say thank you to everyone who shared personal
stories or information. | was also then just going to motion for public comment.
1. Sen. Rowe motioned to make it a 10-minute recess, seconded by Sen.
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xxxii. Sen. Acar: | wanted to ask if in your comments, those of you who are not
comfortable with this bill could say what we could do or add to make you all
more comfortable with it? Thank you.

1. Gallery Member, Rabbi Angster: Hello, | am a Rabbi here at OSU and
am once again here to speak on SB-84.16. As a spiritual advisor for
Jewish students, | feel a responsibility to speak up for my students who
are too fearful to be here. Over the past year | have seen Jewish students
face harassment because of their identity and plead their stories to
ASOSU. We argue that this bill will only increase anti-Jewish prejudice
on campus, yet week after week we have to return and argue again. |
have given similar speeches and feel the need to relay the same message.
The majority of Jewish students are expressing a sense of prejudice from
seeing a resolution falsely claiming that the only Jewish state is an
apartheid regime that commits ethnic cleansing on others. | believe that
the appropriate response of student government is to put this resolution
to the side, or to amend it to the point where it is accepted by the Jewish
community on campus. A community that does not want to be forgotten,
and one that you all have promised to represent. As ASOSU, the Senate
has the power to focus on investing in peace and dialogue rather than
divesting from cultural groups on campus. However, yet again, BDS
legislation is up for consideration and Jewish students are forced to once
again fight for the moral legitimacy of the only Jewish state. | also feel
the need to acknowledge the rise in antisemitism over the past year as
BDS rhetoric continues to increase. At this very campus, Jewish students
were reported to be spat on during the time of the encampment. At
UCLA, a student was beat up to a bloody concussion, at the University
of Michigan Jewish students have been targeted and physically assaulted
on campus, and the list goes on and on. I close again by citing the
ASOSU mission statement “We exist as an organization to promote
academic excellence, encourage the intellectual, social, cultural, and
physical development of the student body” The evidence is clear, passing
these resolutions will do far more damage to Jewish students than it will
help Palestinians. So, | ask, please do right by your mission statement
and keep the Jewish students that you represent in mind. Scrap the
resolution and create a campus that comes together instead of dividing us
further. Thank you

2. Gallery member, Alex: Hello everyone, thank you for letting me speak.
My name is Alex, and | am the President of a Jewish student group on
campus. Last year | came and spoke at these meetings on BDS
resolution. I have not been able to come this year, but | know you all
have passed the BDS resolution. Last night | attended a Hannukah party,
the girl that sat next to me had a story that | want to share with you.
Someone at the table asked if anyone was going to the meeting tonight,
and she had said she had been to the past two meetings but would not



attend this one. So, | asked her why. She said that after leaving the past
two meetings, she had felt worthless. I know that it is not any of your
intention to make her feel worthless, but that is the sentiment that we
feel. I challenge you, when you make your decision to vote, or any future
decisions regarding BDS or any ASOSU resolution, that you take into
consideration and weigh the consequences and the effect your decisions
have on the students at this campus with the effect that this will have in
Palestine. | know you all have great intentions, but the truth is that what
you do here is not going to have as big an effect on a country thousands
of miles away as it will on students on campus. Thank you.

Gallery member, Annie: | strongly encourage you to vote yes on SB-
84.16. | want to focus on the ecological importance of this bill, while
acknowledging that | am not intending to diminish the significance
regarding the genocide occurring in Palestine. | think about the
ecological and climate crises so often that my knowledge of them makes
it hard to finish any day on campus. Many of us are so paralyzed by the
information available at our fingertips, that we start slipping into
“doomerism”. Tt is true that my simple act of choosing plant based
instead of real cheese at a restaurant won’t make an immediate and
tangible impact, but when we start thinking in terms of collective action,
we can see that our individual actions do make an impact. Similarly,
right now, our student government has the opportunity to vote to divest
from corporations that contribute not only to the genocide happening in
Palestine but also to the funding of an ecological emergency. | want to
remind you all that although the idea of divesting from large companies
that are imperative to OSU’s functioning is absolutely inconvenient and
scary. What is much more inconvenient and scary is to continue to use
our tuition money to bring us closer to reaching catastrophic ecological
damages that are irreversible once crossed. | am not aiming to diminish
the significance of the Palestinian genocide in my argument, | am simply
seeking to bolster the emphasis to pass this legislation by reminding you
of the ecological emergency we are facing now, that we should do
everything in our power to mitigate. Divesting is a significant first step. |
strongly urge you to vote yes on this bill and will leave you with Greta
Thunberg's words, “My message is that if we do not care about the
climate crisis and if we do not act now then almost no other question is
going to matter in the future.” Thank you.

Gallery Member, Charlie: Hello and thank you members of the
Senate. I am an OSU alumni and graduated in 2018, and | am also
Jewish. | am very familiar with antisemitism on campus during my time
at OSU. There was an active neo-Nazi on the student senate at the time. |
saw his flyers and stickers on campus, | had friends who had his bumper
sticker on their cars. | have experience antisemitism throughout my life. |
grew up in the South, and when | got to Oregon, | thought | would have
some sort of Jewish community here. Unfortunately, | was mistaken



because | am also an anti-Zionist. | have been ostracized by my own
religious community and am not welcome in any Jewish space around
campus. | do not see how students see antisemitism in this bill and I do
understand that as a Jewish person, the world is scary. There is
antisemitism in the world, and it is on the rise, but it is not in this bill.
Please vote yes.

5. Gallery Member, Lars: | would again like to express my support for
this bill. 1 think this bill represents the culmination of effort by students
who are in overwhelming support of this bill. It is important to
understand the actual effects of this bill and how it may impact student
safety on campus. First, this committee would not divest from
organizations on campus due to religious, cultural, or political views, that
is not the purpose of this bill. A memorial to dead women and children
was desecrated by someone speaking here tonight, multiple times. In
addition, a student was stabbed through their tent when someone threw a
massive hunk of shard metal into it. Anti-Palestinian people would also
shout death threats to the encampment during the night. One student was
punched by a different anti-Palestinian person last year, who has spoken
in previous meetings in opposition of this bill. The pro-Palestinian group
here on campus knows what it is like to be unsafe. | also want to stress
the importance of democracy. If instead committee members were
selected through democratically elected members of the senate, this
would be more representative of the student body. Thank you.

6. Gallery Member, Dawson: | am here once again to show my support
for this bill. 1 wanted to re-state what this bill means to many OSU
students. This bill is a very small but important step toward progress. It
offers a chance to turn the expressed will of the senate into some type of
action. This is a chance for ASOSU and the student body as a whole to
have say in the institutions morally and that is extremely important. |
want to encourage anyone who has doubts to vote yes.

7. Gallery Member, Ben: | want to direct my thanks to all the senators
who met with me and who have done a lot of work to work on this
legislation in ways which I think make it more productive. | wanted to
talk about specifically issues with the appointment process. | really
appreciate Sen. Durr’s amendments. It may not be a perfect system; it is
really important for a trust process that we do not have it appointed by
one person. This is not anything against Adison, it is just that this is such
a controversial issue. Many people have strong feelings about it, and it is
really difficult to have a committee that represents all views. | know that
the speed at which we get this legislation through is important to people,
but it does not seem that we will be able to get this done before early
January. The important thing is the makeup of the committee, and | think
it is better that we have a more inclusive process. | would support this
legislation if it addressed these concerns.

8. Gallery Member, Dylan: | wanted to address a factual point with



10.

11.

respect to the bill. | believe this is left unaffected by at least Sen. Rowe’s
amendments. Neither of those are Adison only electing the positions, and
it also states that in addition to the appointment by the chair, it is subject
to confirmation by the committee as well as senate committee chairs. |
just want to identify that I think it is a little redundant to say that it is just
one person making all of the appointments. | would also share that |
know there was another story shared earlier. | do not doubt its
importance, antisemitism is a very real problem, it always has been. |
also think we must understand that there is not a false dichotomy here,
whether antisemitism is real, and whether anti-Palestinian racism is real
and vice versa. None of the antisemitism experienced here on campus or
elsewhere changes the fact that we also believe we have to be opposed to
the genocide. Even if it is just a small change in demand, | think we have
an imperative to show that change can be made. Thank you.

Gallery Member, Tanner: Hello, my name is Tanner. | would like to
talk about the amnesty amendments. | would like you to consider the
negative impacts of this. The Kalapuyan people were co-opted into this
encampment without their consent. Do you understand the disrespect of
claiming to be supporters of people without actually knowing them?
Putting a “This is Kalapuyan land” sign in front of the encampment does
not make you an activist, especially when you stole it without
permission. The Confederated Tribes of the Grand Ronde Community of
Oregon and the Confederated Tribes of Siletz Indians are real people.
Performative activism is blatant to people who see it all the time. The
disrespect | see for the Jewish community was disgusting. | remember
when the encampment sat there and called Jewish people white because
you believe the white man's lie that all Jews in this country are white.
What of the Jew that is from Iran, India, Cuba, or Algeria? You cannot
convince me that you respect me or my community when your activism
reeks of white supremacy. You talk about wanting to make Jewish
students feel more comfortable on this campus? Then don’t let
antisemitism slide or anti-indigeneity. So, if you want to know what
community members think about amnesty, I don’t think they earned it.
Even if your attempt was good, it does not make your impact good.
Gallery Member, Adrien: I can write down a lot of new statements in
comparison to previous speeches that are given, but [ don’t want to
approach this as if | am trying to meet the word count in an essay. Please
support this bill. Many people have been simultaneously claiming that
this bill will be harmful, and that because there is limited time to pass it,
it will be unable to do anything. | am very tired. This is such a minor step
to divest some money and please note that this can always be revised or
withdrawn at a further date. Thank you.

Gallery Member, Yael: | am here once again to urge you to vote no on
SB-84.16. | am sure you are tired of hearing me speak as | am tired of
speaking, and | am not just speaking for myself, but for my community. |
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am the President of Hillel. There are so many reasons that this bill should
not pass. | am not going to mention all of them, but I would like to
mention a few. My first issue with this bill is over neutrality. Over the
last few senate meetings, the meaning of neutrality has been thrown
around a lot. This bill not only fails to mention why it is neutral. This bill
also cites Al Jazeera, which is widely known to be extremely biased in its
reporting on the state of Israel. Why not bother to also include sources
that are biased from the Israeli perspective? If the point of the bill is to
remain neutral, then it should use sources that are not extremely biased.
There is not just bias in your writing but in your words too. What about
the Israeli students? Have we not lost family, friends, and people we
know in this conflict as well? | also have issues with that of working
groups. The first is that OSU already has a committee on ethical
spending that will work on ensuring ethical spending for OSU. These
committees have been carefully selected and formed. Having ASOSU
create this committee would do what, replace the committees OSU
already has? This bill also wants to have the first recommendation to the
committee by January, which is extremely quick.

Galler Member, Avery: The stuff that you guys were saying about HP
was just absolutely garbage. You guys were elected to represent the
student body, and taking out a big corporation that supplies a lot of
things for our school is ridiculous. You also have no backups to support
your evidence that what they are doing is bad, no replacement, no
timetable, you all have a long way to go. As far as Palestine, | stand with
Jewish people that oppose this bill. Your desire for change and looking
out for different groups of people is definitely a good thing, keep doing
that, you guys are here to represent the student body. Honestly, just go
and join different activism clubs. What you are doing here, by pushing
these political things, is not good. We are all consuming different types
of media here, that is where we form our opinions on these global issues
which have absolutely no impact, pretty much, on the local population of
OSU students. Everyone here should be anti-Hamas because they are the
terrorist group that is going out there and killing people. | am not against
Palestine; | take Israel’s side. Definitely vote no on this bill, and at the
very least give yourselves more time to think about it before you make a
rash decision. Thank you.

Gallery Member, Masha: | am going to keep it straightforward and
respond to some concerns | have seen from senators who do not seem too
sure about this bill. 1 think that this committee is the starting point for a
higher standard of ethics and investment in general, which is a good
thing. The mention of Israel does not mean that this will be the only goal.
Second, we don’t give money to Hamas, we give it to the IDF, which
like Hamas, is a group that regularly violates international humanitarian
laws. Similar to my last point, divestment is something that will put us
closer to neutrality. I am also hearing a lot of complaints about non-
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Jewish students speaking on behalf of Jewish students. | am Jewish and |
know that many others are speaking in favor of the bill are Jewish as
well. It is a little messed up to force us to tokenize here. You can bring
your opinion but weaponizing identity is not good. | feel as though | am
being forced to provide a counter narrative here. There have been some
rumors that | am not actually Jewish and | find that pretty disrespectful
and hypocritical. That could be one reason there are students that are
afraid to speak out in favor of this bill. Yes, divestment is hard and
complicated, but this can’t be a reason to push back action and
retainment of the status quo. We must push progress forward despite the
short-term difficulties and work to solve them as they come up. | want to
remind Sen. Raschkes that he was not technically voted as a senator of
OSU either, as he ran unopposed. As usual, I am urging you to be brave
and put your beliefs of equality and justice into practice even when it is
difficult. Thank you.

Gallery Member, Parker: | wanted to speak today and address the folks
who may be on the fence of this bill. | want to say that I think you are
coming from a great place, and | appreciate you for having my Jewish
classmates in mind. When I was in undergrad and these bills were
brought up, it would fluster and shame me as | was terrified of
experiencing antisemitism. However, | would have felt more ashamed if
I had been coddled by them instead of sticking to their values. The
Jewish people are resilient, and | want you to trust in the Jewish
community to survive getting our feelings hurt every now and then in
pursuit of truth. Sometimes | groan when people ask me of my opinion
on Israel before they ask me about my favorite color when they find out |
am Jewish, and | sometimes forgo wearing my Start of David. So, | ask
of you senate, be respectful of your Jewish classmates and engage with
the, but do not compromise your pursuit of justice and truth. Please vote
yes.

Gallery Member, Daniel: | want to preface to say that | do not want to
speak for anyone but myself, but I am confident in saying that we, the
Jewish community and anyone who opposes this bill, do not support
genocide. The equivalence that anyone who opposes the bill or who
cautions against hasty action is somehow okay with what is happening, is
not only unfounded but deeply offensive. Senator Gomez Silva, | do not
want to call you out and appreciate everything you have been saying but
I need to address your comments earlier. You responded to Sen.
Lewandowski saying that you do not think you disrespected or ignored
the Jewish community and encouraged people to call you out if you do. |
am glad your best friend is Jewish, and | am glad that we can coexist and
learn from each other, but that does not give you the right to speak for
the Jewish community. Just as | would never speak for you, or any
community that I am not a part of. | would like to highlight what Sen.
Allen said in that she does not support or feel comfortable passing
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legislation that harms students, even if it benefits others. | am not
necessarily against divestment as a concept, | am against exclusion. The
majority of Jewish students do not support bills when they isolate us.
Invite us to discussion and collaborate with people who do not share the
same views as you. Lord knows Jewish people don’t all agree, let alone
30,000 students. Representation of our community starts by giving us a
voice. Not the two minutes | am offered tonight, but a tangible position.
You claim to speak for all of us, so I am begging you, if similar
legislation is written in the future, get our input first. We are not
enemies; we want you to work with us rather than against us.

Gallery Member, Mina: There is a literal internationally recognized
genocide happening to Palestinians at the hands of America and the
Israeli state, and a significant point of opposition seems to be that folks
are worried about the feelings of some Jewish students on campus. |
understand the general fear, it is a scary time for everyone, so | am
sympathetic towards the feelings. But | do not understand how less of my
tuition going towards war crimes has anything to do with students here
actually being unsafe. The people of Palestine are unsafe and divesting
from genocide is morally correct. In one way or another our institutions
make us pay for it, including this one, and | feel a sense of despair that
even a cent of my money has gone to that. | also really resent that my
identity as an Arab woman has been used to justify the murder of
Palestinians, Nathan. Do my feelings hold the same weight as other
students, do the bodies of my kin? | implore you to not let perfection get
in the way of progress and pass the bill. Thank you.

Gallery Member: | am here to support this bill, as | feel it is necessary
for ASOSU to fulfill the promise they made to divest from Israel. The
genocide in Gaza and the bombing in Lebanon has left me feeling hollow
at many moments. The images of infants ripped apart by shrapnel, which
American taxpayers have paid for, are burned into my mind. The
screams of toddlers begging for the warmth of their parents who are now
buried under rubble will never escape my ears. In the last two weeks, |
must confess, | felt particularly sick to my stomach. This has
sporadically happened since the invasion of Lebanon. All of these things
have happened while my tuition dollars are potentially funding the
slaughter of my family and others. | currently have family in Lebanon.
This family is also fleeing to the mountains in order to escape the Israeli
bombing of Beirut. I must also confess that | have faced discriminatory
remarks from the anti-Palestinian individuals on campus. One such
comment essentially implied that my religion made me inherently
deceitful, also referring to my religion as barbaric. These remarks have
been part of the reason | have avoided showing up in person. | support
this bill, and | implore the senate to make it known that they do as well.
Gallery Member, Allie: | just wanted to correct something that was
said. People keep throwing around the word genocide as it relates to this



conflict. This conflict is tragic, but the ICJ refused to issue a ceasefire
after hearing this case about genocide. The claim that there is an
internationally recognized genocide going on is not correct.

xxxiii. Sen. Raschkes: I would like to address all the previous comments that were
made about me. When | was talking about senators for Palestine, | was referring
to the fact that | am here to be a senator for OSU and not a senator for any other
nation, that is what we were all elected for. The stuff we are all talking about and
trying to do, a lot of it is beyond our control. We do not control our tuition, we
control the incidental fees, we don’t control American taxpayers. What part of
our student fees are you referring to that is magically going into HP’s pocket?
What are we going to do, show up to Callahan and unplug the printer? I am here
to be a senator for OSU. The point | am trying to make with that statement is that
if you love Palestine so much, you might as well be a senator over there. | do not
know where all these identities are coming from as if they have more credibility.
Everyone here, if you trace back your family story all immigrated to America, so
I do not know what that is all about. The fact is that within Israel you can love
whoever you want, you can be LGBTQ, you can vote, and they have Muslims in
their government. To all those that just think that divesting is neutral, you are
basically saying yes to antisemitism. If you are planning on showing this hatred
for people here, especially opposition, you can take that elsewhere. | am deeply
ashamed of a lot of these nasty remarks I have been getting, that is not cool at all.
If that is how you feel, maybe we should sponsor a trip to Palestine, and use our
student fees and take a first-hand look at how you would be treated over there.

1. Sen. Raschkes ceded 5-minutes to a Yael

2. Gallery Member, Yael: | will just continue from where | left off. The
next issue I have with this bill, is with the recommendation date by
January, which implies that this committee will be formed before or by
winter break. How can ASOSU ensure that a committee will be selected
in such a short amount of time with a diverse group of voices? My last
issue is that it promotes breaking school policy. It asks for amnesty of
students who participated in last year's encampment, even though they
violated Oregon state's free speech and expression policy. The whereas
statement directly promotes breaking OSU policy, disrupting good order
on campus. It is still very possible to participate in free speech activities
while abiding to school policy, there is no reason ASOSU should be
breaking it. I also feel the need to add something, Zionism is simply the
movement for self-determination and statehood for Jewish people. For
some reason this term has been conflated and demonized, and it is not the
call for an apartheid state. How can it lead to that when you have Arabs
living in Israel and have the same rights as Jewish citizens in Israel. How
can it lead to an apartheid when you have Arabs sitting in the supreme
court. | have seen this with my own eyes. | have also seen and
experienced antisemitism and anti-Zionism on campus, even before
October 7th. I have had an incident where someone came up to me and
yelled at me derogatorily. Sen. Acar also asked how we as Jewish
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students can feel comfortable with this divestment bill. We would be
comfortable if you did not pass this bill. Thank you and | urge you to
vote no on SB-84.16.
Sen. Lau: Being mindful of time here, and taking into consideration that all of
our gallery members have shown up for the past 3-weeks, if we wanted to move
forward with accepting Shawns amendments to begin with? We can just start
with that and see how that goes.
1. Sen. Lau motioned to approve Sen. Durr’s amendments, Sen. Pearson
objected
2. Sen. Pearson: | would object on the account that more senators have
shown to be in favor of Sen. Rowe’s amendments.
3. Vice President Kowash: I am going to do hand raise vote to see who is
in preference of which amendments.
a. There were 9 senators in favor of Sen. Durr's amendments, and 7
in favor for Sen. Rowe’s amendments.
4. Sen. Lewandowski motioned to add Sen. Durr’s amendments to SB-
84.16, objected by Sen. Rowe. Sen. Lewandowski rescinded the motion.
Sen. Rowe: | object to a couple things. People seem pretty indifferent to the
whereas clauses, and people seem to like the requirements added to the
committee. | might prefer the motion to be to adopt Shawns amendments for
section 2 and then accept my amendments to the whereas clauses. | will send that
in the chat.
Sen. Pearson: | would like to propose an alternative that is in-between for the
appointments process section. We could have a committee of the people cited
originally. With the quorum being 3 people, | hope it would be able to convene
quickly and rapidly appoint people, and that would look more along the lines of
what people are looking for. With the whereas statements, if we could potentially
adopt Adison's and adopt an on-floor amendment of the committee, if people are
amendable to that. It would be adopting Adison's amendments without the
appointments process and instead on the floor amend it to be the cited committee.
1. Sen. Allen motioned for 5-minute recess, seconded by Sen. Morales-
Coonrad.
Sen. Gomez Silva: Thank you to the gallery member who called me out, I really
do appreciate that. I know that my words can affect people. What | did say, quote
for quote was “My best friend, who | consider a sister, is Jewish herself and | will
never try to downplay the antisemitism that these individuals face” and | was not
trying to speak for the Jewish community. I cannot say that | understand you
because | have never been in your shoes. | was just saying that | am speaking
from the experience of knowing her experience? | would just like to say that |
was personally not trying to speak upon Jewish people's issues.
Sen. Pearson: Are we in a motion? Ideally, we can refer it to Shawn and Adison
but there was a conversation of an idea of the pursuit of the membership of the
committee, which is a dialogue that has thrown through the gallery. | wanted to
bring to the senate at large a comparison where | think that when it comes to
understand what neutrality is, it is counter logical to weigh this value and all
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these values as an equal weight. For example, if there is a task force for public
health and there is disagreement there, would one under public health consider
the perspectives consider pro- and anti-vaccination equally? | would hope that
they would not, anti-vaccination is not based in material science. You cannot
view all perspectives as bearing equal weight. We know that neutrality not only
functionally is not possible but is also a false pillar to try and uphold. | would
strongly argue for a third option here, where a committee has the ability to hear
applications and make selections for people who may have relevant experience. |
would strongly caution against a random selection process.
Sen. Lewandowski: | will rescind my motion.
Sen. Acar: | wanted to make a couple comments. | heard one of the gallery
members rule that the ICJ was not a ruling of the genocide. I have trying to find
something that talks about their decision, and I do not think that they made any
outright decision, however the ICJ did allege violations of the mistreatment of
civilians in Gaza against Israel. | wanted to clarify how resources are allocated if
this bill is to pass. | want to be clear that nobody is saying that we are
retroactively, we are going to continue using what we have. Also, under both
amendments, the committee would present a recommendation for only ASOSU.
HP is going to get 50 million dollars to expand its Corvallis facilities around
early 2025, and a lot of people talked about the concerns they have over the
connection we have with HP. To be clear, this bill is not planning to do that, that
$50 million expansion is not going to go away with the passing of this bill.
Sen. Durr: | wanted to speak my thoughts on this amendment, it is very similar
to the mechanics of my bill. It has the section about the 9 things | would like to
see in the recommendation. As far as | know the only changes regard the wording
of it, specifically with the whereas clauses and certain subsections. It says
essentially the same thing as mine but just says it in a different way. | will say
that if you like the idea of having students chosen through a lottery system, so we
can hear a plethora of voices, | would hope this would address some of the
concerns of the gallery members. There are multiple ways to view ethics, | would
hope this would alleviate concerns by having people who can voice these
differing opinions. I think people such as Alex, who was a President of a Jewish
student organization who spoke earlier, would be a great choice to be on the
committee.
Sen. Rowe: Here is the thing, at this point this committee will include random
people, who would change every 6-months. There is a huge chunk of this
committee that changes every sixth months. I have a hard time supporting that
and would rather it be a standing committee. I still would take this amendment
over alternative amendments that have been proposed in opposition to mine, but |
believe the lottery system may Kill the efficiency of the committee.
Sen. Acar: Point of information, do people have to be confirmed for this
committee?
Sen. Rowe: It does not look like the people chosen by lottery have to be
confirmed.

1. Sen. Allen ceded 5-minutes to Tanner
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Gallery Member, Tanner: | would like to start by recognizing my
family in this room, my people come from Levant and | am a Jew by
blood. I would also like to recognize my fellow semitic community,
acknowledging that other ethnic groups are indigenous to that area. |
believe that it is only through our collaboration that we will reach peace,
and 1 would like to specifically discuss my concerns on the formation of
this group. Everyone in this room can agree that we don't want our funds
to be going to Killing people in the Middle East. | agree with your
message but are we going to choose to respect the Jewish community on
campus? If 1 am to hear a group for social responsibility | expect social
consciousness. | am just a man, unlike any other man, I am not scared to
look you all in your eyes. | would like to see all other semitic ethnic
groups, and if we are going respectfully talk about our homelands to talk
about this, we should do this all together. If | am to dream of a peaceful
future, I would like all of us to be there.

xlv. Sen. Ikehara: | would like to say that | feel like the lottery style committee
would be dictated by whoever can get the most people to sign up, and there will
inevitably be a group that has more people than another.

1.
2.

Sen. Pearson ceded 5-minutes to Dylan Perfect

Gallery member, Dylan Perfect: | think there are merits to all the
proposals here. With all due respect to Sen. Durr’s amendments, | think
we have a fiduciary duty here that will be disregarded if we proceed with
the lottery process. The process statutorily is mandated as just picking a
name out of a hat and you would have to add the person without
confirmation. The implications are, | hope, self-evident. | know it was
mentioned earlier that we had a representative in this body several years
ago who has been described as a neo-Nazi. | want to be clear, this guy
was marching with a Nazi flag, if that is not a Nazi then I don’t know
what is. The simple fact of the matter is if someone like that wanted a
voice on that committee, and | think everyone in here can agree that is
someone that should go nowhere near this, they just need to apply, and
could get picked randomly to join. I think that lack of oversight and lack
of vetting on that is extremely concerning. Also, we are not just talking
about hypotheticals, literally anyone could apply. We have had folks in
this room talk about being punched by someone as an example of racist
violence on this campus, the point is, what if that person applies and is
appointed simply by virtue. Sen. Rowe, not in his original amendment
but in one of the other proposed amendments provided an alternative
from the lottery system, they would be chosen from all eligible students
on campus and would be subject to confirmation. | think that is
significantly less reckless than the implementation of such a proposal.
You have to have civil service, you have to have folks who are appointed
to do a job. Even if you do want to bring some kind of electoral element
into this, every jury system needs to have some rhyme or reason. Do not
just pick people randomly. | could talk more about the merits of this bill



xIvi,

xlvii.

xlviii.

xlix.

but feel as though most of it has already been said so | will cede the rest
of my time.
Sen. Pearson: | think that what Dylan said has a lot of merit and is very
important. | would not feel comfortable supporting legislation that could
ultimately result in certain people, such as using the past example of a neo-Nazi,
being there. | think that we cannot disregard those legitimate risks.

1. Sen. Pearson motioned to adopt the compromised amendments made by
both Sen. Durr and Sen. Rowe save for the appointment process which
instead shall be amended to be the gist proposed process of the random
sample from all students that are subject to confirmation. Sen. Eckman
objected.

Sen. Eckman: | like the random selection, in order for it to be a fair trial. These
principles can apply here. In this case we are removing some people from the
pool by putting only people that may have one opinion. Also, an example of this
in our government is the fact that last year Teaghan was actually elected through
a drawing because there was a tie.

Sen. Acar: | have a question; would people be more comfortable with keeping
the lottery system and then having some sort of confirmation?

Sen. Pearson: Getting into what exactly a representative jury is. | have been on a
jury before, and the fact is that those actually have confirmations where people
can be struck either or without cause. If we are making the argument that juries
should be our base for representation, that is in a way an argument for
confirmations. 1 also do not think we should not be basing our idea of what is just
on the American justice system which is notoriously unjust.

Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin: If we are going to have a random process then we
should have a confirmation, because then some random person could end up on
this body. If the goal is to create an unbiased environment to have that process,
we probably do not want those types of people on there. Even just something to
say or ask if they have punched somebody. Even that would be good.

Sen. Durr: The reason | am not in favor of confirmations is because | cannot see
it in any other way than removing some of the randomness. You get chosen to be
on the committee, and then you have to get chosen by the committee again.
About this neo-Nazi stuff, it does have an amendment and says that “Members
who were chosen at random shall serve terms of six months, or until they resign
or are removed by a decision of a majority of the committee, or of the committee
chair after due opportunity for appeal by a majority of the committee "The only
way that a neo-Nazi continue being on the committee is if the majority of the
committee were neo-Nazis and that is an issue that is larger than that. | feel like
that solves the issue of having bad actors on the committee, that would reduce the
reason to have confirmations in the first place.

Sen. Rowe: | am going to read out the amendment Sen. Pearson liked “In
addition to any members appointed under the above Paragraph (d): (i) As a
lottery system coordinated between the Chair of the SR Working Group within
one month of their election as Chair, and the ASOSU Elections Committee Chair,
three students who are eligible at the time of drawing to receive an election ballot
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shall be selected at random for appointment to the SR Working Group, subject to
confirmation by the same. Randomly selected students shall be notified via email
with a deadline for response. In the event of non-response or refusal to serve,
another student shall be drawn at random through the same process, until an
eligible candidate accepts and is confirmed.” This just says that we pull from all
eligible students rather than those who apply, | think that is much more random.
Either way, we have to make a decision now.

Sen. Knox: Is it confirmed by the working group, or by the senate?

Sen. Rowe: Confirmed by the working group. It seems that people prefer the
applicant pool. It did look like based on the last hand raise that people prefer the
confirmations to take place.

Sen. Pearson: | will rescind my motion so that Adison can motion.

1. Sen. Rowe motioned to adopt the end of the compromise amendment
with “subject to confirmation by the SR Working Group”, objected by
Sen. Durr.

Sen. Pearson: Your motion needs to be to adopt the amendments overall

1. Sen. Rowe motioned to adopt the compromise between themself and Sen.
Durr with “subject to confirmation by the Social Responsibility Working
Group” at the end of subsection vii. Motion rescinded.

Sen. Allen: Why is it not confirmed by the Senate? If we are worried about
democracy, | think it would be best to have them confirmed by senators.

Sen. Rowe: It would be a lot of confirmations pretty regularly, and we are trying
to get this off the ground quickly. We also do not meet next week or over winter
break.

Sen. Pearson: Unless we want to add a meeting. | am amendable to adding more
meetings.

Sen. Rowe: Raise your hand if you would be okay with the amendments that |
just proposed? Who would prefer the compromise with “subject to confirmation
by the Social Responsibility Working Group” and who would prefer just the
compromise?

Sen. Acar: What about confirmation by the senate?

Vice President Kowash: Alright from what | am hearing it is the lottery system,
from an applicant pool, confirmed by the senate.

1. Sen. Rowe motioned to adopt the composite compromise with Sen. Durr,
with an amendment at the end of vii stating “subject to confirmation by
the Senate”, seconded by Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin. The amendments
were adopted.

2. Sen. Morales-Coonrad motioned to vote on SB-84.16, seconded by Sen.
Acar. The motion passed with 15 ayes from: Sen. Acar, Sen. Allen, Sen.
Durr, Sen. Eckman, Sen. Gomez Silva, Sen. Hostetler-McLaughlin, Sen.
Ikehara, Sen. Jones, Sen. Knox, Sen. Lau, Sen. Lewandowski, Sen.
Morales-Coonrad, Sen. Pearson, Sen. Rowe, Sen. Wright; 1 nay from:
Sen. Raschkes; 1 abstention from: Sen. Becquer.

3. Sen. Pearson motioned for a special meeting over winter break. The
motion was objected. Sen. Pearson rescinded the motion.
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b. Discussion on veto of SB-84.14 - “Updated Fiscal Responsibility Act”
I. The senate did not have time to discuss the veto on SB-84.14
c. Discussion on SB-84.17
i. The senate did not have time to discuss SB-84.17
President of the Senate Announcements
a. Have a good break!
I. No Senate over break, next meeting will be 1/7 at 6:30pm (room TBD)
b. Schedule 1:1s for W25 with me
Gallery Comments
a. Dylan Perfect: If the divestment bill gets vetoed, which it probably will, then I think you
should conditionally hold a special meeting to vote on it. Otherwise, nothing will be
done.
i. Sen. Pearson motioned to have a conditional meeting in case SB-84.16 is vetoed.
The motion was objected.
ii. Sen. Pearson: | apologize if people are tired, people are dying.

iii. Keri Simonet, ASOSU Senior Advisor: Point of information, that does go
against your governing documents. Having a meeting over finals week or winter
break goes against your Standing Rules.

iv. Sen. Pearson motioned to supersede the standing rules to have a meeting over
winter break. The motion failed.

Senator Comments

a. There were no senator comments.
Advisor Comments

a. There were no advisor comments.

Adjournment 9:56



