ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

ASOSU Senate Meeting President of the Senate

Fall Session Meeting #2 Sierra Young, Vice President
Oct. 4th, 2022 | 6:00pm SEC 288
SEC 354

VI.

The meeting was called to order at 6:06 pm

Roll Call/Quorum

Sen. Xander Robertson present
Sen. Iman Adem present

Sen. Jarrett Alto present

Sen. Tanya Bihari absent

Sen. Kaitlyn Kim present

Sen. Garima Kohli present
Sen. Bailey Langley proxy Mason Lowry [sic]
Sen. Noa Stoll present

Sen. James Budd present

Sen Julia Hayes absent

Sen. Sydney Navas present
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Swearing in of Senators/Proxies
a. Chandler Donahey was sworn in as senator.
Approval of Minutes
a. The minutes were approved by unanimous consent.
Approval of Agenda
a. The agenda was approved by unanimous consent.
Gallery Comments
a. Advisor Jenni reminded senators to state their names if they make a motion or
second a motion.
Committee Reports
a. CIC
1. Sen Alto reported that CIC will meet once a month, with subcommittees
meeting regularly
b. Qutreach
I. Sen Stoll reported that Outreach is still trying to find a meeting time.
c. Budgets

i. Sen Robertson reported that Budgets has a meeting this Thursday at 6:15,

then at Friday at 1pm next week. Budget priorities have been set by
Congress. Priorities are: Basic Needs (moving towards Cost of Living
Adjustment (COLA) of 4.75%, addressing food insecurity, expanding
outreach and programs centered around basic needs accessibility, and
connecting students to community safety resources), Sustainability
(reduced use of non-reusables on campus, investments in sustainable
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infrastructure and capital projects, sustainable fiscal planning), and
Student Engagement (fostering community and individual relationships,
develop recurring programs that contribute to campus culture year after
year, increased transparency of student funds, connecting students to
individual units’ resources).

ii. Sen Alto asked if the 4.75% figure for COLA was locked in or if it could
be adjusted because inflation figures can change rapidly.

iii. Sen Robertson responded that this is a request/stance from budgets
committee, and in line with State of Oregon recommendations.

iv. Sen Kim asked about how the priority of connecting students to campus
resources be implemented.

v. Sen Robertson responded that it would likely come down to programming
and outreach from the individual units. Cross unit connection (example
from Sen Robertson: Athletics making their events feel safe for students by
connecting with other units.)

vi. Sen Kim asked what actions would be taken to make campus safer at
night.

vii. Sen Robertson responded he envisions more emphasis on the blue light
system on campus, ASOSU SafeRide, having more info about campus
police, etc.

viii. Advisor Jenni Betschart shared that this could take the form of not having
events late at night or providing information on how to get home safe at
late-night events.

d. Student Gov
i. Sen Robertson reported that first transition meeting in Sun 1-2pm
e. Ethics
i. There is currently no senator on the ethics committee.
VIl.  Old Business
a. There was no old business to discuss.
VIIl.  New Business
a. SFC Chair — Joe Page

I. SFC Chair Page presented on the Student Fee Setting Process

1. ASOSU allocates over $30 million dollars each year to 8 different
units on campus (ASOSU, Memorial Union, Athletics, Family
Resources Center, Basic Needs Center, Recreational Sports,
Performing Arts, Student Experiences and Engagement).

2. Process: Budget Managers/Unit Student Advisory Boards send
their recommendations/requests to the SFC, which sends its
recommendations to the ASOSU Congress — ASOSU President —
OSU President — Board of Trustees — Fee Assessed to Students

3. Three other parts of the fee:

a. Student Facility Improvement Fee: Pays for bonds that
were used to pay for the SEC building, Student Legacy
Park, McAlexander Field House, and to renovate the MU

b. Bad Debt Fee: 6 cents/student/term, The Bad Debt Fee is
intended to pay for unpaid student accounts (students who
don’t pay their bills).
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c. Contingency and Supplementary Fee: This fee goes into the
Contingency and Supplementary fund, which is for units if
they have an emergency/unexpected expense.

d. A breakdown of the allocation of the student fee is on the
ASOSU website.

e. Timeline

i. Fall: Units create and approve budgets

ii. Winter:
1. Weeks 1-4: SFC deliberates and makes
recommendations to ASOSU Congress
2. Week 5: SFC Chair and Vice Chair author
fee recommendation report
3. Weeks 6-8: ASOSU Congress deliberates
and approves incidental fee
4. Weeks 9-10: ASOSU President signs fee
bills (each unit has an individual bill) and
submits incidental fee recommendation to
the OSU President and Board of Trustees
iii. Spring: April 13-14: Board of Trustees meets and
approves incidental fee with tuition and fees.

f. Important term that comes up a lot in winter term:

i. Decision Package (DP): Funding request sent to
the SFC to allocate funds to a service not already
part of the current service level (CSL) or the annual
budget.

g. Mediation: If a bill is voted down by Congress, it goes to
mediation, a committee consisting of the ASOSU speaker of
the house, the SFC Chair, the Chair of the SAB that was
voted down, 2 ASOSU representatives, 2 ASOSU senators,
and 2 SFC members, to discuss the bill and come to a
compromise to send back to the Congress.

h. SAB and SFC meetings are all open to the public. Jenni
Betschart encouraged senators to attend the meetings if
they are interested. Senators (and members of the public)
can ask questions during public comment.

Sen Kim asked how decision packages are funded.
SFC Chair Page responded that a DP generally increases the overall
Student Fee.
Sen Robertson encouraged senators to attend SFC meetings during winter
term to see what issues are contentious and learn about the people
creating the fee report and the fee itself before the joint sessions of
Congress.
1. Units budget proposals will be able to read for members of ASOSU
Congress over winter break.
2. The role of Congress is to vote on the SFC’s recommendation, not
necessarily the unit budget. If a member of Congress wants to
change something in a budget, fail the bill and go to mediation.
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Chair Page urged senators not to try to amend unit budget bills on
the floor.

v. Important term: Viewpoint Neutrality: Based on Supreme Court case that
all funding decision from state universities must not be based on a group
or activity’s viewpoints. All potential recipients of funds should be
weighted independently, using similar scrutiny and inquiry.

vi. Animportant SFC partner is the FSS.

Vil. Building and Equipment reserves: part of some units’ budgets (FRC, MU,
Performing Arts, Rec Sports, SEE). Funding set aside for contingencies
that is not yet allocated for expenditure.

President of the Senate Announcements
a. Canvas and Training
I. Vice President Young told senators that next week she will go over
training information and hopes that everyone has access to the Canvas
module now. She may do a bill writing exercise next week.1
Gallery Comments
a. There were no gallery comments.
Senator Comments
a. Sen Robertson shared that there will be another Senate get together in about a
month. He also asked if any senators had spent time in the ASOSU office.
Advisor Comments
a. Jenni shared that there will be a SEC open house from 2-5 on Oct 25%.
Halloween themed, raffle, will have food and music. Need volunteers for this
event: tabling, clean up, etc. Senators: Contact Jenni or Nya (ASOSU Chief of
Staff) if you are interested in volunteering.
b. She also encouraged everyone to stay healthy
c. Finally, she encouraged senators to send her the documents their committees are
working on before sending it out to other organization.
Adjournment
a. The meeting was adjourned at 7:32pm.



