
 
 

 
ASOSU Senate Meeting 
Fall Session Meeting #4 
Oct. 18th, 2022 | 6:00pm 
SEC 354 

President of the Senate 
Sierra Young, Vice President 
SEC 288 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:11 pm 
I. Roll Call/Quorum 

a. Sen. Xander Robertson  
b. Sen. Iman Adem 
c. Sen. Jarrett Alto  
d. Sen. Tanya Bihari absent  
e. Sen. James Budd  
f. Sen. Chandler Donahey 
g. Sen. Julia Hayes 
h. Sen. Kaitlyn Kim 
i. Sen. Garima Kohli 
j. Sen. Bailey Langley 
k. Sen. Sydney Navas  
l. Sen. Noa Stoll  

 

II. Swearing in of Senators/Proxies 
a. There were no new senators or proxies to be sworn in. 

III. Approval of Minutes 
a. The minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 

IV. Approval of Agenda 
a. The agenda was approved by unanimous consent. 

V. Gallery Comments 
a. There were no gallery comments. 

VI. Committee Reports 
a. Constitutional Transition 

i. Sen Robertson reported that they elected a chair: Dylan Perfect. Sen 
Robertson is vice-chair. They discussed Student Government structure for 
next year—staring with discussing responsibilities of positions. Not going 
with a constituent base. Finished up discussion about existence of SFC. 
Could have fee-senators instead: who would be exclusively able to decide 
fee setting. Rest of Senate would not take part, fee-senators take part of all 
regular Senate business. Will have more updates next week. 

b. CIC 
i. Sen Alto reported that there was a general meeting last Sunday. There are 

2 subcommittees and there will be general meetings once per month.  
1. Subcommittee 1 (student advocacy & policy) which discussed 

sustainability issues at the last meeting. May also attend next 
outreach meeting to get student input on discussion.  



 
2. Subcommittee 2 (physical changes on campus): is currently 

concerned with bike safety. Looking to adapt a model used by 
University of Colorado Boulder. They are trying to figure out who 
to talk to about it. 

c. Outreach 
i. Sen Langley reported that Outreach is planning tabling event for next 

week. Working on other projects as well. 
d. Budgets 

i. Sen Robertson reported that Budgets did not meet last week but will be 
meeting on Friday.  

1. Athletics unit has convened advisory board for this term and is 
briefing them on what Athletics does and discussing their budget 
priorities and reviewing the Athletics budget.  

e. Ethics 
i. There is no senator on the Ethics Committee. 

VII. Old Business 

a. SR – 82.01: Supporting OR ballot measure amending OR constitution to 
guarantee healthcare. 

i. Discussion: 
ii. Mya (ASOSU Local and Legislative Policy): Follow links within bill for 

more info. Contact her if you have questions. 
iii. Sen. Alto: Because this comes from the state, is that in the form of a public 

option or a single payer system? 
1. Mya: It does not set up a system. Amends constitution to 

encourage action on this issue.  
2. Sen Alto: Would prefer that the system be established in the 

document, because he personally is for public option, not single 
payer. He wants to have a resolution be more specific to show OR 
legislature what the students support rather than a blanket 
statement.  

iv. Sen Donahey: What’s the timeline concerning the constitutional 
amendment? After the change in the constitution, how long until the state 
acts? 

1. Mya: Constant action like guarantee of education in the 
constitution. No specific timeline. Actual language would go into 
effect in January. 

v. Speaker of the House Neuschwander: Voiced concerns about 
supporting/opposing a ballot measure. Noted that 17% of students voted 
for student gov. Voiced concerns about vague language in the ballot 
measures and not having all student voices in the room.  

vi. Gallery member: Would it be possible for the constitution to guarantee 
healthcare and have people still be able to purchase private insurance? 

1. Mya: It is not spelled out in the ballot measure. 
2. Sen Langley: The language is in resolution. It will not do a 

complete overhaul. Doesn’t seem it’s pushing for a particular type 
of policy. OR legislature would not pass a single-payer system. 
Senate has the responsibility of passing legislation that helps 



 
students. This guarantees access to healthcare on a state level. 
ASOSU supports access to healthcare on the university level, why 
not on the state level? 

3. Speaker Neuschwander: There is the OR health plan. There are 
still accessible services that do not require an amendment to the 
constitution. 

4. Angelo (ASOSU Policy Director): There is still work to be done. It 
is on the ballot because it is a necessity per OR legislature. 

a. Mya: Language in resolution provides reasons for why this 
is important and healthcare is a fundamental right. 

5. Sen Adem: How would this support international students and out 
of state students? 

a. Mya: It doesn’t set anything up. Says OR has responsibility 
to provide healthcare  

b. Sen Kim: What holds the OR gov responsible once they 
change the constitution? 

i. Mya: It is enforced the way that any article in the 
constitution is enforced.  

c. Sen Hayes: Is surprised that there is pushback against 
providing universal healthcare. 

d. Sen Navas: It provides a safety net and prevents people 
from being able to get rid of the state-provided healthcare. 
Has met one person who disagreed with ballot measures. 

6. VP Young: encouraged senators to talk to other students in classes. 
a. Sen Langley: Senate may not have been elected by 

everyone, but if this an amendment, and college students 
need healthcare, then this seems commonsense to support 
students. Unknown how this would benefit out of state or 
international students. 

7. Sen Robertson: Echoing Sen Langley. Regardless of percentage of 
student body that voted for ASOSU, if we view ourselves as 
illegimate if the number isn’t 100%, then there is no point. It is our 
job to do what we see as in the best interest of the student body. 
His personal stance is that access to healthcare is very important, 
and costs of healthcare can be very detrimental to students who are 
less able to pay. Doesn’t think that any students should have to 
make choice between health and education. Is in favor of the 
resolution and ballot measure. 

vii. Sen Robertson moved to amend SR 82.01 to version in the team drive with 
full edits 

1. Sen Navas seconded 
2. Motion carried 

viii. Sen Langley: It is a disservice to voting students to refuse to act. This is a 
way to get better student engagement in elections.  

ix. Sen Robertson: Invited anyone who wants to speak on the resolution to do 
so. Said this is potentially the most important thing the Senate will do all 
year as a public stance.  



 
x. Sen Navas: Said she wasn’t elected but has the intent of doing things in the 

interest of the student body, even contrary to her personal views. Said vast 
majority of people in college student demographics support the ballot 
measure, in her experience. Was personally concerned about healthcare 
costs vs education and doesn’t want anyone to go through that. She 
supports the resolution. 

xi. Sen Hayes: Didn’t know what ASOSU did before becoming a senator. 
Wants to increase outreach. Talked to students after meeting last week and 
they supported the ballot measures. 

xii. Speaker Neuschwander: There are questions about whether this is in any 
state’s constitution. Other states have not done this.  

1. In her opinion, there is bias in the students who voted for ASOSU. 
She has talked to other students who disagree with ballot measures. 

xiii. Mya: Ability of ASOSU to support/oppose ballot measures is relatively 
new. ASOSU has in the past passed resolutions about OR ballot measures, 
most recently in 2020 (which had <10% student turnout). However, it was 
well-received. 

1. Sen Langley: That was the menstrual dignity resolution which 
made menstrual products free in public schools. OR was one of the 
first states to do it.  

2. Sen Budd: Shouldn’t back away because no other state has done it. 
Any positive step towards making healthcare a human right is a 
good step. Thinks that underinsurance is a large problem as well.  

3. Sen Navas: Her personal experience is that the ballot measure 
would also help military/ROTC members get better/more 
insurance. 

4. Sen Budd: “We’re just giving our endorsement and the people can 
make their decision at the polls.” We’re “just giving them a heads 
up.” 

xiv. Sen Hayes: Motioned to a vote on the resolution. 
1. Sen Navas and Adem seconded. 
2. SR 82.01 passes with no opposition. Sen Alto abstained. 

 
b. SR – 82.02: Resolution in support of removing language concerning slavery and 

involuntary servitude in the OR Constitution 
i. Sen Robertson moved to adopt the sharepoint version with edits. 

1. Sen Donahey seconded 
2. There was no opposition and the motion carried 

ii. Discussion: 
iii. Sen Budd: Does this only apply to nonviolent offenders? 

1. Angelo: This would apply to everyone in prison, violent and 
nonviolent offenders. 

2. Speaker Neuschwander: It is not retroactive. 
3. Mya: Is an option with the alternative to prison, would be 

determined by a court.  
4. Angelo: This measure still allows hard sentencing orders. 



 
5. Sen Robertson: Personal view that it is a good thing to remove 

forced labor and slavery in society. He supports it. 
6. Sen Alto: Does this apply to OR courts and federal district courts or 

just OR courts? 
a. Angelo: Just OR courts because it amends the state 

constitution. 
7. Speaker Neuschwander: Will there still be work opportunities for 

prisoners such as those that teach trade programs?  
a. Mya: Yes, it makes it so that prisoners cannot be forced to 

work but they still can work if they choose. 
iv. Sen Alto motioned to move to a vote 

1. Sen Kim seconded 
2. SR 82.02 passed unanimously 

 
c. SR – 82.03: Resolution in support of ballot measure to prohibit OR legislators 

from serving another term if they have 10 or more unexcused absences. 
i. Sen Robertson moved to adopt the edited version as the text under 

consideration. 
1. Sen Stoll seconded. 
2. The motion carried. 

ii. Sen Langley: ASOSU Senate has a similar policy; state legislators should 
be held to same standard. Both Dems and Republicans have done this, and 
it is unacceptable for both. From her experience in the OR legislature, 10 
unexcused absences are a lot. 

iii. Sen Alto: It’s not considered an absence to vote by proxy at the state level?  
1. Angelo: I don’t believe so. 

iv. Sen Donahey: This ballot measure was referred by initiative petition, so it 
is supported by many OR residents. 

v. Sen Navas: People get fired for not showing up to their jobs; why aren’t 
state legislators? Their job is to show up and pass laws for the people of 
OR.  

vi. Sen Robertson: Excused absence is one with an absence request form filed 
2 days in advance with chief clerk and is considered approved unless 
officially denied. 

vii. Speaker Neuschwander: There are no proxies at the state level, they are 
considered a stand-in and unable to vote and don’t count towards quorum. 

viii. Sen Kim moved to a role call vote. 
1. Sen Navas seconded. 
2. SR 82.03 passed unanimously. 

 
d. SR – 82.04: Resolution in support of OR ballot measure creating a permitting 

system for firearms and banned magazines with more than 10 round capacity. 
i. Sen Robertson moved to adopt all edits as the text under consideration. 

1. Sen Donahey seconded. 
2. Motion was adopted. 

ii. Discussion: 



 
iii. Sen Robertson: Encouraged all senators to make their positions clear and 

remember that they are speaking on behalf of the student body.  
iv. Sen Navas: Supports the resolution. Shared her personal experience with a 

mass shooting. Knew a mass shooter who was able to acquire a firearm 
despite history of threats and previous arrests. Hopes that things like this 
can be prevented through legislation. She says this legislation will make 
schools and other spaces safer.  

v. Sen Stoll: This isn’t about taking guns away but adding a few “more 
hoops” to jump through to acquire one.  

vi. Sen Alto moved to have a 5 minute reading period of the text of OR ballot 
measure 114, which SR 82.04 supports. 

1. Sen Robertson seconded. 
2. Motion carried. 

vii. Sen Stoll shared her experience with active shooter training in schools.  
viii. Sen Navas: This will likely make police’s jobs easier. This ballot measure 

will not prevent all shootings, but it will provide another layer of 
protection.  

ix. Sen Alto: Not in support of the measure because of misleading statement 
in the preamble suggests that banning magazines over 10 rounds reduces 
violent crime and deaths from firearms. Says this science is not settled. 
Noted there is a federally mandated background check. Doesn’t 
understand why OR needs a separate system. Noted problems with the 
permit system including intrusion to the privacy of gun owners and said he 
felt that it is just another revenue stream for the OR state government. 
Thinks that additional protections like red flag laws can be incorporated 
into the current federal background check system. 

x. Sen Navas: Sen Alto had good points but there are lives that are being lost. 
xi. Sen Alto: Majority of homicides in US are committed with handguns, so 

banning assault weapons does not reduce this number greatly 
xii. Sen Navas: There are concerns about privacy. However, she thinks that the 

current background check is not thorough enough, especially based on her 
personal experience. Noted proposed ballot measure would include 
handguns and would make the background check more comprehensive. 
May save police lives as well and possibly reduce deaths from handguns. 
“You don’t want someone who doesn’t respect a gun to own a gun.” 

xiii. Sen Alto: Agrees that background checks are not comprehensive enough 
and needs more screening for mental illness. Thinks that it would be better 
include additional checks in the current system instead of creating a 
separate system for OR.  

xiv. Speaker Neuschwander: Thinks that there are confusing portions in the 
bill, for example page 7, part b of the ballot measure text. There is a lot 
that goes into the getting of the proposed permit, psychiatric evaluation, 
etc. It could be 2 ½ months to get the permit according to her calculations.  

xv. Sen Langley: As someone from a family of gun owners, it’s very tricky to 
create legislation about guns. But as student reps, there is an obligation 
take a stance on the legislation and to ensure that schools remain safe. Gun 



 
permit is the same idea as a driver’s license. Operators must have practice 
because both vehicles and guns are dangerous and can cause fatalities.  

xvi. VP Young: This hasn’t been discussed yet, but guns are also used for 
suicides and so she sees the mental health check as being very important 
to prevent loss of life. Having to take 2 ½ months to take to get a permit 
can give people a chance to get help.  

xvii. Sen Navas: Seems like the timeline to get the permit is not as important as 
preventing the loss of life.  

xviii. Sen Robertson: In Page 3, Sec 6a and 6b, discusses the permitting system 
as a permit to purchase rather than a permit to own, so that it does not 
criminalize gun ownership 

1. Speaker Neuschwander: Requirement to have a valid number for a 
gun is a concern due to potential mistakes by government agencies 
that could lead to problems.  

xix. Sen Robertson: Supports the petition and the resolution. Extremely 
conflicted about speaking on behalf of student body on this issue because 
of concerns about right to privacy and people’s personal views. Does not 
have a lot of faith in the moral compass of the government but does have 
faith in bureaucracy and things taking a long time. Thinks that this would 
make the OSU campus a safer place.  

xx. Sen Navas: Is in favor of the bill. As an organization, ASOSU’s job is to 
benefit students and make campus a safer place. From her conversations 
with other students, she believes that most students support stricter gun 
laws. Asserted that students should not be concerned about their safety 
while going to school. 

xxi. Sen Donahey: We are discussing what form stricter gun laws would take 
in the OR state government, not that they shouldn’t be done. ASOSU 
speaks on behalf of the student government, however he does not know 
that the Senate has heard enough from the student body to feel 
comfortable voting on the resolution. 

xxii. Sen Budd: This is the best ballot initiative to do outreach in the student 
body for. Shared his personal experience that he got all of his dad’s guns 
when his dad died and he was shocked that there were no checks on the 
process. Would be in favor of voting on this resolution later.  

xxiii. VP Young entertained a motion to enter a roll call vote. 
1. Sen Robertson opposed. 
2. Motion failed. 

xxiv. Speaker Neuschwander: Guns can help people protect themselves and 
having to wait ten weeks to get a gun could cost someone’s life. Concerns 
about privacy have been shown to be valid from leak of list of names of 
people with concealed carry permits in California. Said that there are more 
students who oppose this measure than the Senate thinks.  

xxv. Sen Navas motioned to vote on the resolution 
1. Sen Hayes seconded. 
2. The resolution passed with 1 against and 7 in favor. 

 
VIII. New Business 



 
a. There was no new business to discuss. 

IX. President of the Senate Announcements 
a. Committee Assignments 

i. Senator Budd assigned to Student Gov/Constitution Transition and 
possibly Elections. 

ii. Senator Navas assigned to elections and ethics. 
iii. Senator Hayes assigned to Outreach. 

b. Elections 
 
 

X. Gallery Comments 
a. Speaker Neuschwander encouraged senators to come to the House meeting 

tomorrow night if they feel strongly about the senate resolutions. 
b. ASOSU President Paola: There seems to have been misconception of MU space 

within student government. He does not have control of MU. There has been 
criticism of international student lounge moving into the MU that he thinks is not 
based on reality. 

XI. Senator Comments 
a. Sen Navas: In her work outside ASOSU, she shared there will be an event with 

Tina Kopek on campus where students can voice their views on Monday in the 
MU Journey Room at 6pm. 

b. Sen Robertson thanked everyone for the discussion and for sharing their views. 
Clarified the reasons his vote for SR 82.04. Says he understands that there are 
students at the university that don’t support the ballot measure. However, he 
thinks that this legislation goes in the right direction for making campus a safer 
place. 

i. He added that Exec branch has an event Thursday 5-6:30pm in MU 
Horizon Room. It is a forum for graduate students and undergrads to share 
their experiences. Will also have games and food. 

XII. Advisor Comments 
a. Advisor Betschart: There is a volunteer meeting for SEC Open House tomorrow 

from 12:30 to 1 pm in SEC 254. Thanked everyone for sharing their thoughts on 
the bills tonight. Reminded senators that if they are concerned by the behavior of 
someone, they can submit a report to the care staff of OSU so that that person can 
get access to resources.  

XIII. Adjournment 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:46pm.  


