
 
 

 
ASOSU Senate Meeting 
Fall Session Meeting #5 
Oct. 25th, 2022 | 6:00pm 
SEC 354 

President of the Senate 
Sierra Young, Vice President 
SEC 288 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

The meeting was called to order at 6:05 pm 
I. Roll Call/Quorum 

a. Sen. Xander Robertson 
b. Sen. Iman Adem absent 
c. Sen. Jarrett Alto 
d. Sen. James Budd 
e. Sen. Chandler Donahey 
f. Sen. Julia Hayes 
g. Sen. Kaitlyn Kim 
h. Sen. Garima Kohli 
i. Sen. Bailey Langley absent 
j. Sen. Sydney Navas 
k. Sen. Noa Stoll 

 

II. Swearing in of Senators/Proxies 
a. There were no proxies or new senators. 

III. Approval of Minutes 
a. The minutes were approved by unanimous consent. 

IV. Approval of Agenda 

a. The agenda was approved by unanimous consent. 
V. Gallery Comments (~5 min each) 

a. Angelo Arredondo – ASOSU Policy Director 
i. Doing required report for the term:  
ii. There is a Corvallis Mayoral debate Thursday at 6pm in MU 104, the 

Journey Room. All three candidates will be there.  
iii. One of his goals as policy director is to bridge gap between local politics 

and students.  
1. Worked on Senate resolutions.  
2. Currently overseeing sustainability fair and graduate affairs 

events.  
3. Will focus on annual DC trip in the next few weeks and Orange 

Day (lobbying in the OR State Legislature in the spring)  
4. Encouraged senators to vote in upcoming elections.  
5. There will be a Nov 14th leadership conference in Portland. 

Morning to 2:30ish. It is open to anyone in Congress. Has not yet 
been sent out to congressional list. Opportunity to connect with 
other OR student governments. There will be reports from rest of 
executive branch later in the term.  



 
b. Abby Miller – Graduate Affairs Coordinator 

i. Doing required report: 
ii. Focusing on graduate and undergrad student social with graduate student 

panel for undergrads to ask questions of. Was successful; attendees said 
they learned a lot. Has been assisting colleagues with their events. Will be 
working with international student coordinator. Becoming more involved 
with policy team so will have fewer events in the future. 

iii. Q Sen Robertson: Any updates on CGE (Coalition of Graduate 
Employees) and what they’ve been working on? 

1. Got in contact at beginning of term. Told them about her projects. 
Hasn’t been as communicative with her as she would have liked.  

VI. Committee Reports (~5 min each) 
a. Constitutional Transition 

i. Presentation by Dylan Perfect, the chair of the Constitutional Transition 
Committee.  

1. Important information 
a. Board of Trustees cannot reject fee requests from ASOSU 

which are less than 5% of an increase from the previous 
year and serve the purpose codified in statue.  

2. Successor options for the current SFC 
a. Independent Executive Committees 

i. Committee provides non-binding resolutions. 
ii. Membership can be from anywhere: appointed or 

elected.  
iii. Resides in the executive branch but is independent 

from President.  
iv. Variable: Can represent unit (appointed) or at-large 

(elected). Any number of seats possible. 
b. Election of Finance Senators 

i. Finance Senators are senators with the extra 
responsibility to vote to unit budgets. Will be 
elected to the position. 

ii. Committee’s decisions are final, unless vetoed by 
president. Vetoes can be overridden by the full 
Senate. 

iii. Membership must be elected and representative of 
the student body.  

iv. Effectively functions as the legislative branch of the 
fee process, barring a veto. 

v. No direct input from units—they don’t have liaisons 
who are senators. They could be non-voting 
representatives, however.  

vi. Variable: Can represent any (proportionally 
representative) constituency basis (elected), OR at-
large (elected). Number of seats between 7 and 35. 

vii. Concerns: (1) Advertising/explaining new process 
to student body. (2) How to choose student fee 



 
committee chair. (3) Units do not get a direct voice 
in the process.  

c. Regular or Special Senate Committee 
i. Committee provides non-binding recommendations 

ii. Membership can be from anywhere, appointed or 
elected.  

iii. Resides in the legislative branch 
iv. Variable: Can represent units (appointed), at-large 

(elected), or both. Any number of seats possible. 
3. Committees Recommendations 

a. 15 senators 
b. Elected at-large, at least for first year. 
c. Continuation of Student Fee Committee currently in place 

as an independent executive committee.  
d. Addition of 1 new at-large (elected) SFC position, for a 

total of 5. 
e. Maintaining the office of SFC Chair. 
f. Alternative Recommendation:  

i. Conversion of the SFC into a legislative standing 
committee, with at-large seats filled by members of 
the Senate. 

4. Discussion by Senators 
a. Sen Alto: So, the recommendation of the committee is to go 

with Option 1, plan B is Option 2? 
i. CTC Chair Perfect: Yes, though initial vote by the 

committee showed that half supported option 1 and 
half supported option 2 

b. Pres Paola: Are we grandfathering in Senators who won a 
2-year term? 

i. CTC Chair Perfect: This has not yet been discussed. 
c. Sen Kim: Main difference between having SFC in Executive 

Branch vs Legislative Branch is that SFC members would 
be independent from the legislative branch if it is executive, 
but some members of the Senate would be on the SFC if it 
was a legislative committee.  

i. CTC Chair Perfect: Yes 
d. Sen Navas: What is the pushback on the alternative 

recommendation where at-large seats are filled by 
senators? 

i. SFC Chair Page: Concerned about workload for 
senators + SFC members. Those people would also 
vote twice in the fee-setting process so could have 
issues there. It would improve communication 
between Congress and SFC.  

ii. Sen Robertson: Proposed the alternative due to past 
problems with communication between SFC and 



 
Congress. Personally, didn’t see conflict with some 
senators voting twice in the process.  

e. Sen Donahey: Likes alternative recommendation because 
as a senator he would like to be as informed as possible. 

i. SFC Chair Page: Current obligation of budget 
committee is to liaise with SFC. Simpler to fix than 
adopting the alternative recommendation. 

1. Sen Robertson: This has not been happening 
because committees have not all set meeting 
times yet and thus have not designated 
anyone to go. Also, Budgets meets at the 
same time as the SFC.  

f. CTC Chair Perfect: Thinks the simpler the process the 
better.  

g. Sen Donahey: If ASOSU went with the recommendation, 
would there still be the same number of SFC at-large 
positions? 

i. CTC Chair Perfect: Ultimately that is up to the 
Congress. 

h. Sen Stoll: If SFC at-large seats must be filled by members 
of the State, but they don’t want to do the SFC work, what 
would happen? 

i. They would be appointed to SFC as though it was a 
committee assignment. 

i. Advisor Betschart: SFC is paid by stipends for their body of 
work. Senators are paid hourly. Could SFC serving 
senators easily max out their hours? And is that a concern? 

i. CTC Chair Perfect: Entire pay structure could be 
subject to change now. So, it is not a concern. 

j.  Sen Stoll: Feels that having senators serving on SFC could 
lead to senators being made to do SFC and log more hours 
than they want to. She would rather have people who want 
to serve on SFC be on SFC because it is an important job. 

k. Sen Kim: If you’re on the ballot and you are running for a 
Senate and SFC role are you elected to the two positions? 
Are people voting for those two positions separately?  

i. Sen Robertson: Reliability to get people to run for 
ASOSU office is the same as for SFC. It is hard to 
get enough people. So, it would likely be the same 
as any other. 

l. SFC Chair Page: Alternative proposal will not fix the 
people will not run for at-large SFC position. Having 
senators would possibly push back initial meeting time for 
the SFC to the fall rather than in the summer.  

m. Sen Robertson: Discussion on CTC is purely about what 
would be the best system. Then they will decide how it will 
work.  



 
n. CTC Chair Perfect: Thinks that having people who run for 

Senate would not commit to additional work when they run, 
so there would likely not be enough people for SFC. Would 
be better to present to the Senate once they are elected and 
convene.  

o. Sen Robertson polled where senators stand on the CTC 
issue: 

i. Sens Kim, Navas, Hayes, Kohli: option 3  
ii. Sens Alto, Budd: option 1 

iii. Sens Stoll, Donahey: Either options 1 and 3 
b. CIC 

i. Sen Alto reported that subcommittee 1 met briefly. Congressional reps are 
waiting to hear back from their contacts. Outreach is planning to table to 
gather student opinions.  

c. Outreach 
i. Sen Stoll: Meeting on Sunday (which will likely be the set meeting time). 

Will be planning tabling events.  
d. Budgets 

i. Sen Robertson: Will be putting forward a couple of long-term 
congressional budget priorities. Will bring forward to Congress as a bill 
to mandate that these stay as priorities. Future Congress would be able to 
repeal if they want. Only a few people have met with their SAB boards. 
Hopefully will be getting a report from the Exec Branch soon. There is an 
ASOSU budget spreadsheet on SharePoint if Senators are interested. 
Budgets is looking at what Congressional pay will look like for next year. 

e. Ethics 
i.  Sen Navas is on the Ethics committee. Committee is meeting as needed.  

 

VII. Old Business 
There was no old business to discuss.  

VIII. New Business 
There was no new business to discuss 

IX. President of the Senate Announcements 
a. Elections 

 

X. Gallery Comments (~5 min each) 
XI. Senator Comments (~5 min each) 

a. Sen Robertson requested that each committee set up an Outlook calendar and 
send their meeting times out to the house and senate listservs 

XII. Advisor Comments (~5 min each) 
XIII. Adjournment 

 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:45pm.  


