ASSOCIATED STUDENTS OF OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY

ASOSU Senate Meeting President of the Senate

Winter Session Meeting Wk. 8 Sierra Young, Vice President
Feb. 28th, 2023 | 6:00pm SEC 288
SEC 354

VI.

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.

Roll Call/Quorum

Sen. Xander Robertson
Sen. Iman Adem

Sen. Jarrett Alto

Sen. James Budd

Sen. Chandler Donahey
Sen. Larry Hamilton 111 absent
Sen. Julia Hayes

Sen. Kaitlyn Kim

Sen. Bailey Langley
Sen. Sydney Navas
Sen. Noa Stoll

Ao T SQmo o0 o

Swearing in of Senators/Proxies
There were no senators or proxies to swear in.

Approval of Minutes
The minutes were approved by unanimous consent.

Approval of Agenda
Sen Robertson moved to add SR-82.05 to the top of business and to add the Legislation
workshop after advisor comments. There was no opposition and the motion carried.

Gallery Comments

Xander (First year student): Is here because the Craft Center is now charging for
materials. They used not to charge for them, but they started charging this term. They
talked to Susan about how the Craft Center is funded, and she said the student fee only
goes towards the access to the building. The Craft Center is also understaffed and needs
more funding.

Committee Reports
a. CTC
i. Sen Robertson: CTC is now meeting on Mondays from 2-3pm in the
conference room in the ASOSU office. The plan is now to rewrite the
statues and condense them.
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I. Sen Alto: Subcommittee 1 discussed HB14.14/SB82.09, the sustainability
council bill. The purpose of the bill is to establish an ASOSU
Sustainability Council in the Executive Branch. There was concern about
allocating spending authority to some members of the council. Rep
O’Donnell is meeting with the City on March 61 about the bikeshare
program. The winter coat drive will be concluding this week.

Outreach

i. Sen Langley: Did not meet last week because half of the committee is
running for election. Has tabling for elections this week, so sign up for
Wednesday and Friday. Reaching out to campus groups to get out the
vote.

Budgets

I. Sen Robertson: Started conversations about compensation. Budgets
committee will come up with a proposal for which positions should be
stipend vs hourly and what the rate of pay should be. Budgets will then
bring a pay bill to Congress in early to mid-spring term.

Ethics
I. Sen Navas: Has not met yet.
Executive Reports
i. Adrian Bernal Canales, LGBTQ+ Coordinator:
1. Is onthe CAPS advisory board. Is on the CAPS hiring committee
for the new LGBTQ+ coordinator. Is on the Out-Of-The-Darkness
Walk committee, planning the walk to bring awareness to mental
health and suicide prevention. That group is looking for speakers
to talk about their experiences with mental health and suicide.
Safer Sacs is tabling with the Pride Center to give out sexual health
items. Has received a lot of positive feedback on that program and
is considering expanding it. Is cohosting a Latinx queer study night
with the Pride Center. The LGBTQ+ Council is now up and
running.
ii. Maryssa Reynoso, Diversity and Inclusion Director:

1. Committees: Disability Student Lounge Subcommittee lead, MLK
Planning committee, CAPS student advisory board, Sexual Assault
Awareness Month with CAPE.

2. Events: MLK event had 700 person turnout, WorldHeart Rhythms
had over 200 people attend, also helped plan Body Story Night.
Did dialogue training with the Executive branch.

Co-authored a SNAP/EBT bill that is being presented to Congress.
Hoping to give out wellness bags during week 10.
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Old Business
There was no old business to discuss.

New Business
a. SR-82.05 SNAP/EBT Resolution

i. Discussion:
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1. Maryssa Reynoso: This bill is push UHDS to have their on-
campus connivence stores accept SNAP/EBT. Currently only
Cascadia accepts SNAP and EBT. Talked to UHDS and the BNC
about the resolution.

2. Sen Kim: UHDS is concerned that there would not be enough
space in their smaller connivence stores to store deli meat and
produce that are required for SNAP certification. Thinks that some
of the drink refrigerators could be repurposed.

3. Sen Donahey: Works at EBGB’s so can provide some insight.
UDHS has a contract with Pepsi to display their products, and
currently has problems with having enough space to display all the
products they have a contract to sell.

4. Sen Kim: This is a need that many students have, so this
resolution is to state the student interest and need for SNAP/EBT
benefits to be accepted on campus.

5. Reynoso: Cascadia had to essentially become a grocery store to be
able to take SNAP/EBT. But the benefit of this is that ASOSU
would do tabling to judge the level of student interest.

6. Sen Alto: Is there a reason you decided to focus on the connivence
stores over the dining halls?

7. Reynoso: The dining halls are considered restaurants legally and
cannot become SNAP/EBT certified.

8. Sen Donahey: Is in support of the bill. One thing to keep in mind
is that EBGB’s is not listed separately from West Dining Hall, so
that may make it hard to certify. While working there, has been
asked by students why EBGB’s does not accept SNAP.

9. Reynoso: UHDS wanted ASOSU to know that they are still
recovering from the pandemic, and it will take some time to put
policies like this into place.

10. Sen Robertson: Supports the resolution. Is this text verbatim what
you would like to be sent to Dr. Murthy and other campus
stakeholders?

11. Reynoso: This could be edited to be shorter or longer. Open to
feedback.

b. SR-82.06 Living Wage Resolution
i. Discussion:

1. Matteo Paola, ASOSU President: ASOSU’s minimum wage is
currently $15.00, but will be $15.70 starting July 1%. The City of
Corvallis recently calculated a living wage as $15.70 beginning
July 1%t This resolution calls on the university to raise the
minimum wage across its departments to $15.70.

2. Sen Donahey: What is the feasibility of supporting this long-term?
Would like to see the wage gap between student-fee funded units
and other student jobs shrink to 0.

a. President Paola: Is unsure.
3. Sen Alto: Which departments were you looking to target?
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a. President Paola: Student Affairs, Campus tour

ambassadors, library employees, research assistants, LAS,

RAs, and possibly the employees of the Beaver Store.
Sen Donahey: The UBC is projecting a 3.5% increase in
unclassified pay, and that recommendation has already been sent.
So this may be put into effect next year.
President Paola: Important to bring this to the university’s
attention regardless, so that it can be pointed to during the budget
setting process next year.
Sen Robertson: Would rather have Congress vote on the
memorandum instead of the resolution.
Sen Alto: Is the July 1%t timeline feasible to hold the university to?
President Paola: Is unsure if it is feasible but doesn’t believe in
negotiating down before starting.
Sen Robertson: Who have you talked to in admin about the
process of setting a university wide minimum wage? Would like to
know more about that to see if it is even possible.

a. President Paola: No one.

Sen Donahey: Is completely in support of raising wages. Has
concerns about auxiliaries such as UHDS. Currently UHDS has
understaffed dining halls with rising food and operating costs and
has to make all its money back. Where is that cost going to be felt?
Food costs keep going up on campus and is concerned that raising
wages might make food costs go up even more for students on
campus.
Sen Robertson: Appreciates Sen Donahey’s point. Each incoming
class of first years pays more than the previous classes due to how
the university charges tuition.
Sen Donahey: A separate resolution could be to allow freshman to
opt out of meal plans. Would not have as much as a concern about
putting pressure on UHDS if freshmen were not so affected.
Sen Alto: Does UHDS fall under Student Affairs?
Sen Donahey: Yes.
Sen Alto: Raising the wage will likely lead to more unemployment
since the employees will hire fewer employees, and departments
like UHDS are already understaffed.
Sen Hayes: Where have you received pushback? We should look
at getting these places more funding?
Sen Donahey: UHDS should get more money. The way it
currently works, UHDS must make back their money to run their
operations. The state pays them to buy food, and they must make
the rest of their money from their retail languages.
Sen Robertson: Is in support but would like more feedback from
university partners. If we do issue a statement that could have as
many ripple effects as this statement, we should think it through.
Sen Hayes: Is in support of this bill, because working an on-
campus job is the only way some students can pay their way
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through school. Would also like to vote on the memorandum rather
than the resolution.

20. Sen Donahey: Is in support. Just would like some more
information about what this would mean for other student groups,
such as freshmen.

21. Sen Stoll: Is undecided on the resolution.

22. President Paola: Will go get input and come back next week.

IX.  President of the Senate Announcements
a. Elections
i. Elections close on March 10™. The presidential debate is on Friday, March
34, at 5pm in MU 104. Vote! The turnout is currently at 5.2% of the
student body.
b. Tabling
I. Please table. It is a requirement.
c. Future Bills
i. Please submit bills by Mondays at 6pm.

X.  Gallery Comments
Angelo Arredondo, Policy Director: Is working on writing a resolution, and senators
have a requirement to bring legislation so if you would like to work with him on that,
please reach out.

XI.  Senator Comments
Sen Langley: Please sign up for tabling.

XIl.  Advisor Comments
Jeff Baxter: The budget got passed. Make sure you are not procrastinating on submitting
legislation. Beaver Buddies is now operating.

XII.  Legislation Writing Workshop
The senators wrote legislation.

XIV.  Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 7:47 pm.



