
 
 

ASOSU Senate  
Meeting Minutes 

Summer Session Meeting #3 
July 12th, 2022 | 6:00pm 

Zoom   
 
 

 
I. Roll Call/Quorum – Call to order at 6:02 p.m. 

a. Sen. Jarrett Alto  
b. Sen. Bailey Langley 
c. Sen. Tanya Bihari  
d. Sen. Xander Robertson 
e. Sen. Iman Adem  
f. Sen. Noa Stoll 
g. Sen. Kaitlyn Kim 
h. Sen. Garima Kohli absent 
i. Sen. Natalie Sharp absent 
j. Sen. Angelina Trillo absent 

 
II. Swearing in of Senators/Proxies 

 
III. Approval of Agenda 

The agenda was approved by unanimous consent. 
 

IV. New Business 
a. ASOSU’s Student Fee Committee Liaison Confirmation - Shah Meer 

SFC Chair Page: Second to last SFC confirmation, 8 units funded by fee, each unit has 
a liaison and each has to be confirmed by senate. Shah meer is nominated as the liaison 
to represent the ASOSU Unit, includes government, office of advocacy, sls, saferide. This 
would be his third year on the sfc. At large two years ago, asosu liaison last year, and 
reelected by the board to serve for FY24. If you have any questions i will do my best to 
answer them 
VP Young: Thank you, floor is open for discussion. Any questions? 
Senator robertson: I don’t really have any questions for Joe, can I also just use this time 

to talk to everyone else? 

VP Young: yes 

Senator Robertson: I am pretty comfortable with Shah, has been here a couple years 

before, a  proponent of advisory boards involvement in the process. Having worked with 

him before I am comfortable with shah as a nominee 

Sen. Alto: Motion to enter a roll call vote to confirm nominee 

Sen. Robertson: Seconds the motion 
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Senator  Vote  

Senator Jarrett Alto  AYE  

Senator Bailey Langley  AYE  

Senator Tanya Bihari  --  

Senator Xander Robertson  AYE 

Senator Iman Adem  AYE 

Senator Noa Stoll  AYE  

Senator Kaitlyn Kim  AYE  

Senator Garima Kohli  -- 

Senator Natalie Sharp  --  

Senator Angelina Trillo  --  

TOTAL  
AYE – 6 

NAY – 0  
ABSTENTIONS - 4 

Shah Meer is nominated as ASOSU’s Liaison to the Student Fee Committee 

  
 

b. Pro Temp Election  
Sen. Alto: May be worth while to go into detail on some of the duties so people 
know what they are signing up for. 
SFC Chair Page: the protemp presides in absence of VP, they are also 
responsible for serving on appointments committee when there are vacancies in 
the congress, a committee comprising JC chair, speaker, either VP or pres, and 
pro temp get together to appoint people to fill vacancies. They help the body 
leader in setting the agenda, weekly ish one-on-ones with the VP, kind of just 
manage the affairs of the body. When I was house protemp I helped a lot with 
planning joint sessions for fee setting, state of the students, may apply less to this 
job, authority to sign summons, we don’t ever really do that, but the pro temp can 
sign those if we ever were to. That is kind of the gist, increased hour allocation, 
not much bigger than regular senator hour allocation. Historically, they have 
more time to take on more projects, we try to invite them to elected leadership 
meetings, so top leaders jc chair, sfc, speaker, vp, president, and all vice chairs 
and protemps get together. More one-on-ones with the advisors.  
Sen.Robertson: can I say something really quick, something for everyone to 
consider, the senate is set up so the protemp in fall term needs reelection, so if 
thinking about it in the future there is another opportunity to run in the fall, this 
summer could also be a period of time to try out protemp for 3 months. 
VP Young: thank you Xander that being said any other hands? Allright seeing 
none, Xander go ahead and speak on why you should be pro temp 

Sen. Robertson: thank you, this will be my 5th year, I plan on graduating at end 
of winter term this year, this will be my 4th year as a senator, this past year i was 
protemp and also protemp for spring of 2021. So what I hope to do especially 
over summer, is work with everyone, encourage everyone to pursue legislation, 
bring what I have learned over past few years, institutional knowledge, asosu 
isn’t always the most accessible, there is a huge learning curve. And a lot of it is a 



 
very difficult bridge to gap, for myself personally my first year I sponsored a 
single piece of legislation cause I didn't know what was going on, hard to bridge 
that gap, would like to be in a position to answer any questions, look over 
legislation, work with everyone on figuring out what it is you want to do, enable 
the steps to make it happen. We are all here to make a difference, because we had 
some sort of vision, that we thought we could accomplish here. Beyond that a 
little more into the details, working on training over summer and a second bigger 
wave of training right before fall. As well as some issues regarding ethics laws, 
one of my big summer projects, formalizing and creating a sustainable training 
program. I think that covers most of what I would like to say, would love to 
answer any questions or concerns. 
Sen. Alto: I’ll ask something. Is there any major policy initiatives you'd like to 
pursue or for the body to figure out in the future? 
Sen. Robertson: So as far as policy, the bill put through last week was a big one I 

wanted to address. That bill shuffled more people towards the projects committee 

as a way of shifting congress towards being less of a body focused internally and 

as a branch actively working on doing things that promote physical change on 

campus. So beyond that, I want to look at continuing to support the change 

introduced by that bill, from a policy side I want to continue looking and 

monitoring how outreach and those projects react, originally was a proponent for 

getting rid of the outreach committee, but am no longer in that boat. Want to 

make sure Outreach and projects are connected so we are an effective body and 

not just a group of students who get together and argue over bylaws without 

creating a whole lot of change. 12 of us being paid that ran on platforms to do 

this work. Internally ASOSU is disorganized, there are gaps in communication 

that have gotten better, Consolidating ethics committee and JC, cut down on extra 

committees and workloads that don’t produce noticeable outcomes. 1 think 

reading bylaws is a good skill to have for SFC, understanding budgets and budget 

making decisions. Those are some of the bigger policies, in the past there were 

IDP’s, created by former Senate Pro temp Dhru Patel, I started working on these 

last year, it kind of fell through due to lack of time in trying to support 11 other 

people, maybe work that into training, less of a structured thing initially though 

because training is more important.  

Sen. Alto: That does answer my question, thank you very much, I totally see why 

senator robertson would be a good protemp, I believe he is qualified and has 

experience, and puts a lot of heart into his work. 

Senator Robertson nominated as Senate President Pro Tempore by secret ballot 

Sen. Robertson: Thank you very much for electing me to the role of protemp, i 

will do my best to serve you all well, I will be reaching out to everyone, if there is 

a time you all want to talk, figure out plans and goals and ways to get that done, I 

would love to, also ok if you don’t want to talk to me. Would love to get to know 



 
everyone better and I look forward to all the things we as a body can accomplish 

next year. 

C.        Committees 

 VP Young: Committee overview- 

Everyone has to serve on at least 1 committee, outreach does tabling events, as well as 

reaches out to clubs and orgs, student government, I was previously the student gov 

committee chair, did a lot of work on reviewing statutes (mostly xander) also do a lot of 

screening new legislation, also have to work on reforming ASOSU after constitutional 

amendment being changed 

Budgets committee: sets congressional fee priorities, Budgets is the financial 

accountability group within congress for ASOSU, budgets reviews the expenditures from 

ASOSU Student Government, exec branch, congressional expenditures, just a check to 

make sure we are spending money responsibly. Kind of a liaison for congresses priorities 

and fee setting process. Budgets committee organizes what we as congress feel our fee 

priorities this year. Last year one of those was a $15 minimum wage, in charge of 

relaying information between SFC and congress, so congress isn’t totally out of the loop 

in winter term. There will be training and financial literacy stuff. 

Ethics: next is Ethics committee, we talked about it a little bit, manages the conduct 

guidelines, review conduct and commitment cases, works to resolve internal issues. This 

committee may go through some changes in the future, last year they worked on the code 

of conduct. There can only be one member of the senate on this committee. 

Jenni Betschart: There was a part of a bill allowing members of congress to substitute 

serving on a university committee instead of serving on an ASOSU committee, did that 

pass? 

Sen. Robertson: Yes, that passed. 

Pres. Paola: That part was really to give students the option, if a university committee 

pops up later that a student would like to serve on, would essentially grant them a “leave 

of absence” while they served on that university committee. Subject to Presidents 

approval often. 

SFC Chair Page: Student Gov has to be chaired by a Senator, same for outreach. The 

Ethics committee has to be chaired by either the Rep or Senator on the committee. 

Committee chairs do also get a pay bump, you can clock up to 9 instead of 8 and are paid 

$16/hr rather than $15.50. 

VP Young- would like committees assigned and decided by next Senate meeting. Seeing 

no other hands, Onto legislation. Please email with your choices soon if you haven’t.  

D.  SB-82.02 

Sen. Alto: to give some context this is a reimagined version of a bill I attempted to pass 

last year in house, was very different than this bill, I am still interested in the original 

goals, however met with senator robertson and we thought about the goals I was trying to 

pursue with my original bill, and internal changes we can make to pursue those goals 

without a new framework. This codifies procedures for tabling and the consideration 

clause. This bill gives a framework for tabling encounters, prior to this bill there were no 

steps, this still gives room for leeway, felt it would be best if it was divided up into 



 
phases, we recognize not everyone has an exact idea of how these should go, what info 

they should be giving students. 

Sen. Robertson: don’t wanna say too much more. I think you covered most things, this 

does mandate that organizers of tabling follow these things, people out there just have to 

follow to the best of their ability. Stresses the importance of organizing, when people are 

doing tabling it is more of a guideline. A little bit more in depth on the consideration 

clause, it emphasizes the bridge between what is being said by students and what is being 

heard by congress and considered as projects.  

Jenni Betschart: Thank you for recognizing me, as I read the 3rd whereas statement, 

“the gap that exists between ordinary students and their student government will be 

significantly narrowed” concerned I may be offended by that use if I were a student, 

posits students as ordinary and you all as not ordinary, perhaps may consider rewording 

that section. 

Sen. Alto: I would be open to changing that. 

Sen. Robertson: reiterate what I just said, I think jaret had a great idea expressing 

concern with us being out of touch with the student body, I am in favor of this as a 

concept, I personally am open to changes. This is for individual tabling events as 

established in the committee reform bill. So if you have thoughts, I would encourage 

everyone to say something, if this is your first time reading it may take a bit of time to 

marinate, but I would still encourage everyone to say something if you have thoughts 

concerns or questions. 

Sen. Langley:  generally agree with this legislation, something outreach was working on 

all last term. I had a question about d. Every two weeks the list of concerns shall be 

compiled by the outreach committee, is this saying outreach has to table every 2 weeks 

then? Because in legislation from last week it says every congressmember tables once a 

term. So is this implying we would have tabling every 2 weeks to collect concerns and 

that outreach is in charge of that 

Sen. Alto:From my reading of it it doesn’t necessarily state that anything has occurred, 

just a list of concerns collected if there was anything, could be reworded to leave less 

interpretation up to the reader. I would be open to adding that in there. 

Sen. Langley: now with that explanation I think it makes sense to me, like the list of 

concerns collected in that period, maybe just clarify its not having a tabling event every 2 

weeks. Could be helpful for people in the future interpreting this.  

Sen. Alto: Jenni, to go back to your concern at the very top, would just striking ordinary 

students be a sufficient change 

Jenni Betschart: It was the word ordinary that was jumping out to me. This is just a 

suggestion so it is up to you 

Sen. Langley: Langley - I have a question, I was curious about why concerns wouldn’t 

automatically go to projects but I understand it now and think it is good that it is being 

presented to both bodies as it allows individual members to take it up 

SFC Chair Page: one quick thing, projects doesn’t exist anymore, so maybe change that 

as well 

Sen. Robertson: Moves to amend to strike “ordinary students” in third whereas 

statement, and replace with “the student body”. And replace “the lists” with “any lists in 



 
Section 2 d. Replace every instance of “projects committee” with “campus improvements 

committee” 

Sen. Alto: Seconds Motion 

Motion carries with no opposition 

E.  SB. 82.03 

SFC Chair Page: context - There are 8 units, 4 at large and a chair on the SFC, and one 

liaison from each unit. Prior to 4 months ago any student on their advisory board could 

serve as SFC liaison, in the winter it was changed so liaison had to be chair of SAB 

unless that unit was granted an exemption. Not entirely sure why we did that, in 

retrospect it kind of sucks. There didn’t seem to be any benefits, it does create delays in 

timeline that units have as far as appointing liaisons. Does not work for all units, some 

units have existing exemption requests, MU, rec sports, ASOSU is maybe about to do 

that. Units don’t want that, and it doesn’t really matter what student is serving as long as 

they are on that units student advisory board, doesn’t matter if they are the chair or not. 

Some units have very active SAB’s, whose chairs have a lot of responsibilities and don’t 

have time to serve as SFC liaison. This makes it so liaisons do not have to be the chair. 

Let me know if you have any questions 

Sen. Robertson:  first of all, I would like to say that I trust the SFC chair in their views 

and decision on how they think SFC should run, second thing is having gone through 

several cycles of the SFC from a deliberative standpoint there was really not much of a 

difference. And since this is a collaborative body we should have good relationships with 

them and be considerate of their needs. I am in favor of this because it doesn’t make 

much of a difference and it is not what the units want. Makes sense to just shift it back to 

the way it was before.  

 

V. President of the Senate Announcements 
A. Please send emails with committee choices to me 
B. Uploaded some stuff to Canva page, please take a look at it if you can 
 

 


