
 
 

 
ASOSU Mediation Committee 

January 30th, 2025 | 7:00pm  
SEC 354 

Zoom: https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/93577674659?pwd=6scPXxEc9bAiQlYjLniQT5YoxLLZd4.1 
Mediation Committee Chair 

Zachary Kowash 
SEC 288   

_________________________________________________________________________________________  

I. Roll Call/Quorum 
a. Senate (2) – Ryan Becquer, Eliza Eckman 
b. Student Fee Committee (2) – Noah Roberts, Dylan Perfect 
c. Student Fee Committee Chair – Sophia Nowers 
d. Student Advisory Board Chairs 

i. ASOSU Student Advisory Board Chair – Kari Hoy 
e. Gallery Comment 

i. There was no gallery comment. 
II. New Business  

i. Mediation on SB 84.20 – “ASOSU Incidental Fee Allocation Bill” ~ 
7:00pm 

1 Vote: Ayes – 0, Nays – 14, Abstentions – 1 
ii. Sophia Nowers: I am aware that some people have created a private chat 

to share information, and I ask that we refrain from messaging at all 
during this and that we should do our thinking for ourselves and not for 
others. 

iii. Kari Hoy: There is a lot of disagreement over our budget, and I hope we 
can all have a respectful conversation and not attack each other personally. 

iv. Dylan Perfect: I am going to share in the zoom chat a copy of the flow 
chart we shared the budgets committee. I know there has been some 
discussion within the SAB on MGV 310, the sustainability index. At the 
end of fiscal year 2023, there was a clearing fund allocation process, 
which distributed excess funds of around $5 million proportionally across 
units. A proposal was made to allocate $100,000 for sustainability 
investments, such as solar panels. Over time, this fund has been increased, 
with additional funds allocated each fiscal year. There's been talk of 
increasing the fund further, and maybe a statutory mechanism for 
distributing it has been discussed, as the process is currently inefficient for 
sustainability clubs to access funds. Additionally, there have been 
discussions around non-athletic competitive team travel funding, with I 
believe Sen. Pearson proposing $50,000 to support those teams, likely 
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from the fund balance. The campus improvements committee has also 
proposed $10,000 for campus improvements from the fund balance using 
two $0 Decision Packages so at no increase to the students. Wage 
increases for student workers in specific units like performing arts and 
recreational sports were approved, but not for other units like SEE. The 
Senate was clear in its motivation to send these to mediation due to wages 
and is a good thing. If we allocate it to payroll, it will benefit student 
workers. What was your fund balance at the end of the year last year, as of 
funds that were left over that were unspent that rolled over into this year, 
and what is the recommended safety threshold? 

1 Nick North: So, that would be maybe $600,000, let me get you an 
exact figure. 

2 Dylan Perfect: I mentioned we may have an interest in, if the fund 
balance allows, increasing the sustainability fund without charging 
students. The extra $5,000 can be used for this, and it would be a 
one-time allocation, but I agree that larger increases would need 
more consideration. 

3 President Audrey Schlotter: Would that not be a matter of 
operational control? 

4 Nick North: You do not really move money from a fund balance to 
an index. Roughly $780,000 is what we have in excess in our fund 
balance, it is important to note that this is a combination of 
Advocacy, SafeRide, and Student Gov. The goal is to spend down 
the indexes that you use, and the spending of the fund balance 
would be a collaboration of all the units. The clearing fund that 
you mentioned does not sit in a separate fund, money to that index 
rolls over every year. That clearing fund with the $100,000 does 
not sit in a separate fund, it is within the $780,000, it is just 
earmarked for sustainability initiatives.  

v. Noah Roberts: On the sustainability index, for ASOSU are there any 
arguments against making this change? 

1 Nick North: We talked a bit about their support for initiatives. We 
do have a significant fund balance; we do want to make sure we 
are being good stewards of the students. In prior years my 
understanding was putting a small amount in there to continue to 
encourage and promote funds for sustainability initiatives. If 
specific projects are planned, it makes sense to use the fund for 
those. Are there any specific plans? 

vi. President Audrey Schlotter: I might encourage conversation on the most 
pressing as we are short on time.  

vii. Sophia Nowers: I would like to caution members from filibustering, we 
should each have an equal amount of time on the floor. For clarification, 



we have allocated around half of that $100,000 already. Roughly $46,000 
to micromobility, $3,000 for WOHESC. Half of it has been allocated for a 
purpose and I just wanted to clarify that. I am not sure why we are 
discussing this as it is not something the Senate discussed when voting it 
down, and it seems like a good opportunity to write a bill to change the 
process. It seems less on the level of the budget manager but internal to 
ASOSU. 

viii. Dylan Perfect: ASOSU has multiple quasi-units sharing a fund balance, 
like Safe Ride and Office Advocacy. I think it would be better for these 
units to have separate accounts in the long run. In terms of filibustering, 
the goal is to run out of time, I have made it clear that I am in support of 
these things. The Sustainability Fund has been restructured since. A $0 
decision package can allocate funds without requiring additional student 
fees, especially given the $680,000 excess. Our planet is on fire, I think 
we can have a segment of that go towards sustainability initiatives. 

ix. Dylan Perfect motioned for package for $35,000 total, with $25,000 
drawn from fund balance with a $0 Decision Package; and $10,000 raised 
from fee assessments given by FSS at roughly $ 0.15 per student per term; 
motion rescinded. 

1 Sen. Becquer: Does that not have to be 2 separate votes? 
2 Dylan Perfect: If folks want it to be separated, I will rescind my 

motion and do two motions. 
x. Dylan Perfect motioned for a Decision Package of $10,000 at $0.15 per 

student per term for Fall, Winter, Spring FY26 for the ASOSU unit, 
allocated to the Student Government sub-unit for MGV 371 
“Sustainability Initiatives”; seconded by Sen. Eckman. Objected by 
Sophia Nowers, objection rescinded. 

1 (Senate) Eliza Eckman – Nay 
2 (Senate) Ryan Becquer – Nay 
3 (SFC) Dylan Perfect – Aye 
4 (SFC) Noah Roberts – Nay 
5 (SFC Chair) Sophia Nowers – Nay 
6 (SAB Chair) Kari Hoy – Nay 

1. The motion failed with 5 nays and 1 aye. 
xi. Dylan Perfect motioned for a $0 Decision Package for Fall, Winter, 

Spring FY26 to the ASOSU unit for $25,000 drawn from fund balance to 
support MGV 371 “Sustainability Initiatives”; seconded by Kari Hoy. 

1 Steve Hoelscher: Can you explain how this is a fee allocation? 
Specifically pulling from the fund balance? 

2 Dylan Perfect: The $0 decision package reflects allocation from 
the fund balance if no new revenue is raised. Even if ASOSU isn't 
focused on sustainability, this signals intent to use the $680,000 



excess for sustainability, providing guidance on how to spend it. I 
also do believe it is also enforceable under ORS. 

1. (Senate) Eliza Eckman – Aye 
2. (Senate) Ryan Becquer – Aye 
3. (SFC) Dylan Perfect – Aye 
4. (SFC) Noah Roberts – Aye 
5. (SFC Chair) Sophia Nowers – Nay 
6. (SAB Chair) Kari Hoy – Aye 

i The motion passes with 5 ayes and 1 nay, and the 
decision package has been added to SB-84.20. 

xii. Sen. Eckman: I have one more $0 decision package to make, for the 
Campus Improvements Committee. Does anyone have any questions? 

xiii. Noah Roberts: I actually wanted to discuss with the people from athletics. 
Somebody mentioned you might have an alternative proposal or a 
response, so could you speak on that? 

1 Jacque Bruns: I am here for any questions, but it is a proposal that 
they were doing and they did a good job at evaluating it so I’ll pass 
it to them.  

xiv. Kari Hoy: At our SAB meeting, we were generally in agreement with the 
ticket committee's proposal, trusting them and athletics to represent both 
sides. We were happy with the proposal, especially since it involved a cut 
from what athletics originally wanted. While we all prefer no cut to 
tickets, a proposal we discussed was reducing wrestling and gymnastics 
tickets to 2,000. 

1 President Audrey Schlotter: That is a $0.42 reduction, with a 4% 
decrease at the beginning of this cycle. There was a $181,000 
reduction on top of the $100,000 reduction already cut from the 
budget.  

xv. Noah Roberts: So, this proposal was something that was done with 
athletics? 

1 Katelyn Banks: It was done at the SAB level, brought it to 
Athletics and now bringing to you know.  

2 Jacque Bruns: We wanted to honor the work done on both the 
groups. The SAB proposed a 500-ticket reduction for gymnastics 
and wrestling, based on historical data. The ticket committee did a 
great job, and athletic reps showed that efforts to increase those 
sports are paying off with recent competitions. This reduction still 
makes sense, as it’s slightly above the levels reached this year.  

xvi. President Audrey Schlotter: There is a 61% and 66% increase from last 
year to this year. The 2000 ticket numbers were also decided because that 
is the same that volleyball is at currently.  



xvii. Dylan Perfect: I have a question, what was your reduction from your 
previous year? If we are looking at $0.42, what was the reduction that was 
already built in.  

1 Jacque Bruns: $3.41 
xviii. Dylan Perfect: For the SFC member who has put a lot of work into this, 

how does that compare with what you suggested? 
1 Dylan Perfect ceded time to Saegis Abbott 
2 Saegis Abbott: Seeing the numbers have been increasing, they 

were thinking about 1700 for gymnastics and 1500 for wrestling 
and that would go for a $70,000 at $1.05 per student cut on top of 
what was already cut.  

xix. Dylan Perfect: If I motion for that, Saegis what would be your thoughts? 
1 Saegis Abbott: I appreciate the compromise, there is still concern 

on the significant drop in the average tickets. I would be hesitant 
unless there is justification that we will see continued increases.  

2 President Audrey Schlotter: That math does not seem right to me. 
xx. Katelyn Banks: Using averages might look like overspending, but you 

have to consider where that money may go, especially with football 
tickets. If we cut tickets too much next year and students are actually 
going to these events, it’ll be harder to ask for more tickets in the future. 
There’s always tension around athletic tickets, and once we cut them, it’s 
going to be difficult to get them back. 

xxi. Allison Bassett: You must factor in all sports. When using averages, you 
have to consider factors like lower attendance during breaks, especially 
for football. Also, when looking at allotments, there are 16,000 unique 
student users. 

xxii. Jacque Bruns: I appreciate your efforts in being good stewards of money. 
While wrestling and gymnastics have underutilized tickets, their total 
spend is around $140,000. However, the tickets used beyond allotments, 
especially for football, can exceed that cost. As Audrey mentioned, there’s 
a give-and-take, with overuse sometimes outweighing underuse. It's 
important to balance cost-efficiency with the value students bring to 
competitions, as their presence supports both athletes and fan engagement. 

xxiii. Dylan Perfect motioned to reduce MGV 360 for Athletics Tickets by $0.42 
per student per term for FY26 (2000 student tickets allocated for both 
Gymnastics and Wrestling) for the ASOSU unit; seconded by Noah 
Roberts. Objected by Eliza Eckman, objection rescinded.  

1 Eliza Eckman: I had another proposal, I would be looking at the 
median ticket usage for all sports except for baseball and football, 
at the end of the year see if it went over and pay off that amount. It 
would be more align with what we were both using. $7.59 cut per 
student per term.  



2 Dylan Perfect: My intent was to motion for the lowest cut, and 
then continue on if it gets passed.  

1. (Senate) Eliza Eckman – Aye 
2. (Senate) Ryan Becquer – Aye 
3. (SFC) Dylan Perfect – Aye 
4. (SFC) Noah Roberts – Aye 
5. (SFC Chair) Sophia Nowers – Aye 
6. (SAB Chair) Kari Hoy – Aye 

i The motion passed unanimously and has been 
added to SB-84.20 “ASOSU Incidental Fee 
Allocation Bill” 

xxiv. Sophia Nowers motioned to move on from the athletics discussion, 
seconded by Kari Hoy, objected by Dylan Perfect. 

1 Dylan Perfect: There is no harm having a vote on this. What is 
that proposed cut per student per term that you provided Eliza? 

2 Eliza Eckman: $7.59, could be regained through the fund balance. 
3 Dylan Perfect: I will start with Saegis’ proposal. 
4 Noah Roberts: What were the ticket levels with that proposal? 
5 Saegis Abbott: The current levels at 2500 for both, the 

recommendation was 1000 for wrestling and 1700 for gymnastics. 
The cut totals to $70,725 for FY26, which is $1.05 per student per 
term.  

6 Dylan Perfect: Can I get a hand raise on who would be amenable 
for voting on those levels? 

1. 3 members of the committee amenable to taking a vote on 
Eliza’s proposal, 3 members of the group were not.  

7 Vice President Kowash: I value the work done by both the 
committee and the SAB, and am amenable to the $0.42 so I would 
vote nay. 

xxv. Dylan Perfect motioned for a $0 decision package for FY26, will it 
explicitly mentioned in the bill with the intent of $10,000 being allocated 
from the fund balance to  MGV 220 which will be renamed for the Campus 
Improvements Committee; seconded by Ryan Becquer. Objected by 
Sophia Nowers and Kari Hoy. Motion rescinded. 

1 Sophia Nowers: This index has been underspent; I do not think we 
should allocate to the fund if there is not any current plans. It is up 
to the President of ASOSU as a co-budget manager for how to 
allocate that fund balance.  

2 Kari Hoy: When Sen. Durr brought this up, it is not something 
that needs to be done through a Decision Package. 

xxvi. Dylan Perfect: Would it be better if the two were separated? 



1 Sophia Nowers: The reallocation versus the naming? I am 
concerned about the reallocation because I have money be 
reallocated and not used. This seems like a repeat of a prior year. 

2 Steve Hoelscher: Naming of indexes is a university process. You 
all can pass any motion but it has no bearing on the name of the 
index. 

3 Dylan Perfect: I don’t think that has been tested in the court. I 
think it is stronger that I pass a fee bill, as opposed to having a 
unilateral decision.  

1. President Audrey Schlotter: I was elected. 
xxvii. Dylan Perfect motioned for a $0 decision package for ASOSU in FY26, 

with the intent stated in the bill that there will be $10,000 allocated from 
the fund balance, for the Campus Improvements Committee; seconded by 
Eliza Eckman. Objected by Sophia Nowers. 

1. The motion failed. 
xxviii. Sophia Nowers: I would like to thank Athletics and the SAB from 

working through that proposal and Saegis for continuing to ask questions. 
Wages is the next item of business. 

xxix. Dylan Perfect: We have passed it for the MU and Recreational Sports, it 
is equitable to expand to as many workers as possible. If we allocate 
money to student wage index in the ASOSU budget, then we are making 
an investment in job opportunities. 

xxx. Dylan Perfect motioned for a decision package of $0.15 per student per 
term in FY26 for an estimated total of $10,319 for the purpose of raising 
the wages across the units to $17.10 to SB-84.20 for the ASOSU unit; 
seconded by Sen. Eckman. Objected by Sophia Nowers and Dylan 
Perfect. Dylan Perfect rescinded the objection.  

1 Sophia Nowers: I think we should ask their perspective and if they 
are amenable.  

2 Nick North: All our wages are above $17.10 after inflationary 
increase; we are not asking for additional funding. The only 
position that would not be is SafeRide drivers, but they have the 
opportunity for a 20% bonus when working Friday and Saturday 
nights. It averages out to roughly $17.50, if they pick one weekend 
shift up a month. We feel as though our wages met what the 
committee and senate asked for.  

3 Dylan Perfect: The units can find that it is not necessary, I respect 
that, but I also respect the opinion of the 89.2% said that they 
wanted a wage increase. I would like to defer to those students.  

1. (Senate) Eliza Eckman – Aye 
2. (Senate) Ryan Becquer – Aye 
3. (SFC) Dylan Perfect – Aye 



4. (SFC) Noah Roberts – Nay 
5. (SFC Chair) Sophia Nowers – Nay 
6. (SAB Chair) Kari Hoy – Nay 

i Zach Kowash: I am the tie breaking vote, I have 
been able to listen to all the discussions. It would be 
against the student’s interest so I will be voting nay 
on this. 

ii The motion failed with 3 ayes and 4 nays.  
xxxi. Noah Roberts motioned to send the amended SB-84.20 “ASOSU 

Incidental Fee Allocation Bill” to the Senate; seconded by Sophia 
Nowers. Objected by Dylan Perfect. 

1. (Senate) Eliza Eckman – Nay 
2. (Senate) Ryan Becquer – Nay 
3. (SFC) Dylan Perfect – Nay 
4. (SFC) Noah Roberts – Aye 
5. (SFC Chair) Sophia Nowers – Aye 
6. (SAB Chair) Kari Hoy – Aye 

i Vice President Kowash: In the interest of process 
and our deadline on Friday, I will vote aye.  

ii The motion passed with 4 ayes and 3 nays; the 
amended SB-84.20 will be sent back to the Senate.  

xxxii. Dylan Perfect motioned to reconsider the wage increase decision 
package, seconded by Eliza Eckman. Objected by Kari Hoy and Noah 
Roberts.  

1. The motion failed. 
b. Closing Comment 

i. There were no closing comments. 
c. Gallery Comment  

i. Dawson Yang: I want to echo what was said by what was said by a 
member here. Just because the living wage is higher, does not mean that it 
does not need to be increased here.  

ii. Saegis Abbott: I wanted to thank athletics for the proposal and the 
partnership that we have with you all. 

Adjournment ~ 7:59pm 
 


