
 

 

ASOSU 85th Senate Meeting 
4/1/2026 | 06:00pm 

Location: Virtual and In-Person 
Room: MU Room 104 

Zoom: 
https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/98443082863?pwd=EKMUBjUNvmk7FrpaXQ35ekB6ki0dpG.1 

 
President of the Senate 

Dawson Yang  
 

I.​ Roll Call/Quorum ~ 06:00pm 

A.​ Sen. Theon Abbott 
B.​ Sen. Hannah Barger 
C.​ Sen. Ryan Becquer 
D.​ Sen. Emma Böwadt 
E.​ Sen. David Calzada-Martinez 
F.​ Sen. Katyayani (Katya) Karlapati 
G.​ Sen. Camryn Lau 
H.​ Sen. Avery Lucchi  
I.​ Sen. Lesly Maldonado 
J.​ Sen. Zimmer Osbourne 
K.​ Sen. Lucas Perryman-Deskins  
L.​ Sen. Jess Sicilia  
M.​ Sen. Erin Trathen 
N.​ Sen. Isabella Wright 

 
II.​ Swearing in of Senators/Proxies  

III.​ Approval of Minutes  

IV.​ Approval of Agenda 

 

 

V.​ Senator Nominations: Confirmation Vote 

https://oregonstate.zoom.us/j/98443082863?pwd=EKMUBjUNvmk7FrpaXQ35ekB6ki0dpG.1


 

A.​ Shaun Durr 

B.​ Matthew O'Connor 

VI.​ Records Team Nominations: Confirmation Vote 

A.​ Records Clerk: Kayla Liotine 

B.​ Website Coordinator: Roshan Aditya Murali 

C.​ Archivist: Elizabeth Eckman 

VII.​ Attendance Expectation Discussion 

VIII.​ Committee Reports 

A.​ Campus Improvements 

B.​ Budgets 

C.​ Outreach 

D.​ Student Government 

IX.​ Gallery Comments 

X.​ New Business 

XI.​ President of the Senate Announcements 

XII.​ Gallery Comments 

XIII.​ Advisor Comments 

XIV.​ Senator Comments 

XV.​ Adjournment 

 

To request meeting accommodations related to a disability, please email 

ASOSU@oregonstate.edu at least 24 hours in advance of the meeting. 

 

 



 

 

Matthew O’Connor 
(845) 863-3725 
oconnmat@oregonstate.edu 

December 25, 2025 

 

Dear ASOSU Senate, 
 
How do you best serve a community of students to create a healthy, vibrant, 
functioning environment for them to work, live, and play in? I believe it all 
starts with active, genuine listening. 
 
I come from a background of being unheard and discriminated against in 
school environments due to my gender identity. This is why I am interested in 
becoming an ASOSU Senator. To aid fellow ASOSU members in creating a 
safer, more fun, and more efficient learning environment for our community 
would be an honor and a privilege.  
 
I am a junior majoring in Public Health and International Studies with a minor 
in Studio Art. My professional goals lie in the field of international public 
health, with a specialization in mental health. I am also interested in legal 
advocacy and public health policy for the international transgender 
community. I am currently a member of the University Legislative Scholars 
program, where I am focusing on tracking bills for the transgender 
community, as well as working with state legislators and advocates to learn 
more about the Oregon State legislature and how to navigate state politics. I 
also participated in the 2025 OSU Job Shadow program, where I shadowed 
the Legislative Policy & Research Office at the Oregon State Capitol and 
made several professional connections with professionals in the office.  
 
Aside from politics and legislation, I have experience working in volunteer 
leadership positions–such as Volunteer Officer for Phi Theta Kappa, Honors 
Ambassador at my previous college’s Honors Institute, volunteer and guest 
speaker at the Hudson Valley LGBTQ+ Center in New York, and several other 
positions. In my professional experience, I have worked with OSU’S College 
of Science as College of Science Ambassador, where I led tours through the 
COS, as well as managed the COS email, assisted the COS Dean’s Office, and 
assisted the Director of Undergraduate Recruitment. Additionally, positions 
such as a special education paraprofessional–where I supervised classrooms of 

 



 

 

children in special education programs–have taught me leadership, patience, 
responsibility, kindness, and professionalism. I am grateful for these learning 
opportunities and believe they have strengthened the skills I have to offer at 
the ASOSU Senate. I also have extensive experience in public speaking and 
presenting, and have led several trainings, presentations, and workshops for 
social work professionals and conferences.  
 
I believe the skills I’ve learned in public speech, customer service, leadership, 
advocacy, event planning, research, and diplomacy can be assets for the 
ASOSU Senate. Perhaps more importantly, I believe my approach to working 
in a team and to serving the students is centered around kindness, listening, 
and understanding.  
 
I would be happy to work alongside the ASOSU to make our campus even 
better and more enjoyable for the campus community. Thank you for your 
time and energy in reviewing my application!​
 
Sincerely, 

Matthew O’Connor 

(he/him) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A senator should, first and foremost, serve the student government that elected them. This

service is most clearly expressed through the responsible and intentional allocation of the funds

that students entrust us to manage. This belief is the primary reason I wish to reenter the political

scene within ASOSU. I believe there is significant room for improvement in how these funds are

currently utilized, and I aim to help ensure they are used in a way that best serves the student

body (at least within the purview of my role as a senator).

During my time in the senate last year, I created the Campus Improvement Index with the

specific goal of utilizing excess funds for campus improvements. Due to the shutdown, this index

ultimately has gone unused, and it very well may remain that way without renewed interest. I am

seeking this role so that I can help get more initiatives off the ground and ensure that student fees

are spent in a manner that respects the students who contribute them each term.

Much of the experience I would bring to the role comes from my previous time serving in

the senate, where I became familiar with the work culture and the realistic scope of what we can

accomplish. I entered that role with grandiose ideas for change, but over the course of the year I

learned to calibrate those expectations to what we were capable of as a senate. I also gained

practical experience with the legislative process, including creating and passing bills, adhering to

democratic rules of order, and navigating conflict within the senate.

In addition, I currently serve as the vice president of Cru on campus. In this role, I help

plan and coordinate events year-round, working closely with other leaders to develop shared

goals and execute them effectively. While the scale and impact differ, the nature of this work

mirrors the work of the senate proceedings, where cooperation, communication, and compromise

are essential to success.



SHAWN DURR
shawndurrandrae@gmail.com 971-264-8603

Corvallis, OR

EDUCATION

Honors Bachelor of Science Jun. 2026
Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon Major in BioHealth Sciences (Pre-Med Option) GPA: 3.91 Minor: Public Health Relevant Coursework: General and Organic Chemistry, Biology, Physics, Cell & Molecular Biology,

Immunology, Parasitology

SKILLS

 Data analysis & organization (Excel, Google Sheets) Research coordination and laboratory collaboration Event planning and team leadership Public speaking and small-group instruction Video editing and digital content tools including Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat, Facebook, etc. Proficiency with video editing software(s)

HONORS & AWARDS

Honor Roll at OSU (All 11 Terms Attended)
High School Valedictorian

CERTIFICATIONS

 Certified Clinical Medical Assistant (CCMA) / 2024 Basic Life Support (BLS) / 2023 Oregon Food Handler's License / 2023

EXPERIENCE

Department of Integrative Biology at OSU, Corvallis, Oregon Sep. 2025 - Present
Bi22x Learning Assistant Co-led a biology lab of 40 students per term with an attending TA to engage and encourage student learning in

the Bi22x year-long series Partnered with the Kirk Lab to provide thousands of data points for research

Local Farmers Market Vendor, Dayton, Oregon Nov. 2024 - Present
Operations Assistant Collaborated on a booth with seasonal participation at various Farmers Market events selling homemade goods

in high traffic environments, interacting with 300+ potential and existing customers to distribute products Developed advertising strategies to increase customer engagement and generate several hundred dollars in
additional profit Evaluated cost effectiveness of product to guarantee profit margins of over 50%

Cru at Oregon State University, Corvallis, Oregon Jun. 2025 - Present
Vice-President Synergized with a small team to oversee and coordinate weekly events year-round for an OSU club with 60+

usual attendees

mailto:shawndurrandrae@gmail.com


Associated Students of OSU, Corvallis, Oregon Jun. 2024 - Jun. 2025
Senator Elected student senator responsible for allocating over $35 million in student fees to university programs

Camp Yamhill, Yamhill, Oregon Jul. 2022 - Jul. 2023
Camp Counselor Counseled with peers over 250 children for a week planning events, nurturing relationships, and leading small

groups in content Facilitated training and instruction of a team of 8 junior counselors

University Housing and Dining, Corvallis, Oregon Jan. 2023 - Jun. 2023
Dining Hall Staff Member Began in the Marketplace West Dining Hall, serving 100+ students daily at various UHDS owned restaurants

on the OSU Corvallis campus; accommodated student requests at behest of UHDS; addressed queries on
dining plan options








	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 


